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India Company, wlio hiave a large army to support thieir
autlîority, composed chietly of native soldiers or Sepoys.
The religion of these Sepoys is cicfly Braiiniismn, a kcind
'Of iîlolatry wlîiell teachies them, anîol]g othier things, to rc-
verence the cowv or ox, and 0o1 no accotunt to kilt this animal.
The Ilindoos are divided into four great castes or ranks,
-whiliî are entirely distinct flomn eacli othler, and liold no
more intercourse tlîan ean hc avoided. Tiiere arc the B3.alî-
mins or lîries's, theo soldiers, the litusbandiîueî and the labor-
crs. l l3engal tlic Sepoy soldiers have alîrnys been iilistcd
fron amnog thie Bralhmiis, or highcst elass, wvho are far
more bigoted and fanatical than the others, and mnore hiable
to revo t. In thie otiier Presidencies of Bombay and Madras,
the sepoys are taken indiscrinhinately froni ail rauks.

Thiere lis long becui a disatlcctcd spirit amolig the Sepoyz
of the Royal arluy, ani wlîicli .vas lately broughit to a erisis
by ýlhe following circuîuii,tanices. Durhng tlie -%var l thli
Crimea the minie rifle w ~s fou-nd so superior to tic old
IlBrowni Bess," as our soldiers called lie muq1cets, tliat thîe
India ('nnilîany detcrinined to introduce it into their army.
The cartridges (or hall and îiowcder w.appîed up iii pai)er)
for tis khîd of tirea.ini, aeed o be greased in order to slip
clow bie l (oruacut inm Tid ia, artul told te Seo
dliou the~ barrel, iii aud some ia b ad i wlowild te over-
tliat the gî'case uscd iras tliat of thîe ox, tlîeir sacrcd anîimal.
Thle bacd nien wlio did tlîi-, then went to theic lal-oniuîndan
SejîoYs, of 1.aoi tiliir aie inany ii the army, and told them
thiat thie grease was also tlîat of swine, wiiichi animais yeu
kcrow Mahoiret told lus followers to liold in abliorrence, like
thîe Jewvî of the old Tcsta',re-it. On licaring ail tlîis tlhe
Sielîoys b-canîce furiot-s. Thîey said IlThe Exiglish are trying
to overtlîov 0W oIr religion," aiid at leîîgtlî ail open mîîtiny
broke ont at Meerut, a large sta-3oi in North-wvestern Thdia.
Thero the Sepoy-, sîîddeî y t, ui cI upoui tlîeir officcrs, wio
are always Eturopeaxis, unurde cd tlîeîn in cold blood, and
thoen itiliiiiiaîily îîîassacred c ;c-y whlite mani, woman, and
clîild tlîey could Piîdl. Alas 1 but few escaped tlîeir fieîîdisli
rage. Promi Meerut thre sphirit of revoIt flew tlîrouglî the
othier stationîs in l3eîgal, and at îîearly ail of tlîem similar
secines of 1 orror too* place. No peu eau. ever deseribe thue
friglitfül nuaqsrcres. At Delhi, aftcr the Sepoys thoughit
they lîad dome their work, fifty îîoor women and childrea
wcrc found lîid iii a cave, aîîd one by one tliese were brouglît
out, aîîd buteiiered iii presence of cadli other.


