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ated Dikely to pradine diflicaltios it consistent worhing
of the law  These amendients were submitted for the
wmost part on behinlf of the various inferests having to de
with the manufacturing of books and of reproductions of
wortha of arte and were aceepled by Congiess as in Bne
with the general protecetive poliey of the conntry.  The
chauges i the teat of the bill as originally diaf'ted wese
accepted by these whoe had been T many sears working
for intarnational ooy tighity becanse it they lad aot been
acceepted it wenld have been impossible to bing inte en-
actinent any international copytight measare whatsoeser.
It scemied better, for the cause of the recognition of liter-
at} property arespective of political boundaties, to place
upon the statute book o law more or dess imperfeet and
meongruous than to leave the United States for a furthe
detinite tern alone among enilized nations in its failure
tor recognize the just elaiins of foreien authors and artists.
It was also nercasinely impovtant to secure o recognition
ot the other side of the Atdaatic for the property rights
of American literary producens whose productions were
seearing from dear to der aacreasing attestion frowm
Englisk and Continental readers.

It is pruper to state that the Taw has, i many respects,
worhed more ramoothhy thas was anticipated.  Attention
has. however, been ealled by more thau ane Attorney-
General and alse by the preseut Librarian of Congress and
by his assistant, the registran i charge of the Burean of
Coparights, to the tuaterial defeets in the wording of the
statute.  Foar has becn oxzpaessed that  these defeets
wonld secnts o Jater stand i the way of seeuring con
sstenl action i the cvarts for the adeguate pivteetion
of the rtights of Hterary prodocers. 1t s the ease, how
ever, that compaiatively few gssues have as set arisen i
the courts ander which these unsatisfactor) pznisions of
the lnw conld be tested.

The Tan las had the effeetl of seeming from year to
vear fur an awereasing unmber of British anthas ver)
satisfactony rcliins oot the aales i the United States
of than copntighited progeaty  and under the reciproeity
atrapgewient, which came inte effect with Gueat Britain
i July, 1891, Ameriean mauthors are each Year securing
largzer returns from their readers in the British Empire,
returns which are bound to inerease proportionately with
the development of American literature.  English anthors
have found some inconvenience in connection with the re-
quirements for simaltancous publication (a2 requirement
which also obtains under the Rritish 1law) and the further
cespuiresnents foo the manufactuiing of the copyrighted ook
within the territory of the United States but there has
been no substantial ditlienlty, under the arrangements that
have come mito foree between the pablishers on either side
of the AMlantic and their respective eiveles of authors, in
weeting these twa reguirements for books originating in
the English Ianguage.

1t is the case. howerer, that veny serious and well:
toutided eniticisins of the law have come from the authors
of Franee, Germuany., amd taly, wha tind that, under the
recmttetnents of Amercaun manufacture and simnltancous
publication, the difficulties are almost sugerable in the
way of secaring Amerieat copdazht fur ks which have
to be translated befure they are available for the use of
Aweriean readers.  In Germany, the disappointment and
annuyance at what are held to be the inequitable restrie.
tiens of the American statute have been so considerable
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that stepn have been taken on the part of authers and
publishiers to seeure the abregation of the Canvention en-
tered ito i 1893 between Germany and the United States.
The defenders of the Convention have thus far suceeeded
in vreventing it from heing set astde, bat it as then report
that they will not be able to watntain this Convention for
many dears to come anless the gnevances complinned of
by German aathors shall receive satisfactory consideration.
The disappeintinent and the enticias on the part of the
authors of Franee are o less Wtter. 1t s only the fact
that certain substantial advantages have heen sceured
wder the law to continental artists, and the eanectation
that the Ametican people will not long remain satisfied
with granting international copyrieht in form while re
fusing it in fact that prevents organized attacks not only
in Paris and Betlin but alse in Rome. upon the present
infernational arrnngements.

1 myself had oceasion while attending. in June, 1001,
the eomvention hield at Leipsiec of the International Asso-
ciatiun of Publishers, to listen to a memorial which had
been prepated by the Assvaation of German Authors and
which was sulimitted for the appraval of the assembly of
German publishers, which memorial had tw the purpose
the abrygation of the Comention between Germany and
the United States. | sueceeded at that time in seeuring
a deeision on the part of the publishers to lay upon the
table a resolution approving this memorial of the anthors,
and the authors themselves Iater also agreed to defer
actiun. 1 reported to the representatives of the Contin-
ental vublishers and anthos that, at the instanee of the
Anerican Publisherns® Copyright League, an amendinent to
v statute hiad been drafted which had for its purpose the
vemedying as far as might wow be practicable these griev-
ances of the aathors of the Continent. T promised that
nothing should be negleeted on the part of the American
publishers, American authars, and others interested in
wternational copyright and in watntaining the copyright
relations of the United States with Europe, to secure fav-
wrable attention from Congiess for the amendnient in
question. It has, however, proved more diffienlt tha. aas
anticipated two years back to seenre such attention on
the part of the iegislators in Washington.  Other matters
have intervened in cach session which seemed both to
Representatives and Senutors of mueh more importance
than the question of copyright.  Apart from the usual
delavs an the gromd of laek of interets in Congressional
committees in such a subjeet. the representatives of the
Publishers® Copnright League found that they had again
te give consideration ta objections an the part of the typo-
sraphieal unions.

The amendment as first drat'ted provided that the Eun-
ropean author of a boeok originating i a language other
than English should be allowed a term of {welve months
(o, as Iater suggested, of not less than six monthg) with-
in which to secure armngements for an American edition
of Iis ook and to have completed the sequired transla-
tion.  The Awmeriean edition which wax to have the pro-
teetion of copyright was of course to be ** printed from
ape set within the limits of the United States.”’ Dur-
g this interregnum term of sin months, importation inte
the United States of copies of the work as issued in the
original text could be made and the owner of the copy-
right was protected against any unanthorized approprin-
tion of his preduction.  Thia provision was warded with

90

I o 8 UdIetis £ L o A et N YRS L kTR e X f T S e

oy




