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AKING into consideration the actual
and prospective position of the Cana-
dian book trade, 1 fel that it bas
begun the curve of that turn which
tie longest lane must finally take.
One gleam iof improvement, already
meetly hadeld by BoOKs AND NoTioNs,
is the outlock for better pmfits. A
sign and a reasonably good surety of
ibis was the merging last summer of
the leading United States publishing
concerns mo a syndîcate, of which the
ostensible purpose -and so far thc
effect-is the raising up of prices.
Tht consolidation of these bouses has
not put an end to cheap books, but

• it bas nade thc sale of most of them
profitable to the retailer. Truly some

improvenent was called for, when 12 mos. that were sold somie years
ago for Si, had comne to be valued ai only 19c. retail.

*

But I am convinced that the booksellers have nuch more to
hope for from copyright legislation than they have gained from
union among United States publishers. If the Canadian Copyright
Act of iS89 be allowed-and the chances are strong that it will be-
the trade will have in it a lever for tht lifting of prices to a profitable
level. That measure would put il out of the power of the English
author to prevent the publication of his book here, as it gives bin
the option of taking out copyright and publishing one month after
publication elsewhere, or allowing the govcrnment to issue license
to any applicant to publish it subject to a royalty wr the author's
behalf. Publication, therefore, would take place here cither under
copyright or license. The question then is, would American reprints

lbe allowed to come in as they have been, upon their paying a duty
assessed for tlie English author? Another fort of thtesaie question
is, vould the Fireign Reprints Act of 1847 be repealed? Of course
that is an Impernal Statute, and Canadian legislation has not yet
been admnitted as paramount here. Blut the Canadian Copyright
Act makes provision for the suspension of the Foreign Reprints Act
by prescribing that wlen a Canadian license bas been granted, ani
the Canadian deiand for the work sceis to the Governient to be
satistied thereby, the Governor Géneral may by proclamation pro.
hibit the importation of copies of tihe work from any country except-
ing alone the United Kingdoim. This provides for the exclusion of
United States reprints. This, I consider, augurs well for fair profits,
The Canadian publishers would not be hkely to slaughter prices,
as the conditions are ont here as they are in the United States tu
urge publishers into such a course. Publishing would not be on so
gigantic a scale, it wotld not be among so nany competitors, and it
would have a restricted field to take its matter froim. Prices would
therefore be almost certain to be adequate.

But if the Canadian Act should înot be allowed, there are good
grounds for hopng tha the United biates aic.sure for the securng
to authors of mnternational copyright will become law If it should,
the book trade would be greatly benefited. A book copyrighted in
Great lîritain and also copyriglhted in the United States, %%ould not
hen circulate frecly between the latter country and a part of the
British Empire. It would sel only where its publisher hal the
right of trade. This would keep out that influx of rubbisby reprint,
subicli was legalized hy the Imperal Azt of 1847, and the Canadian
trade wotild be the better of the exclusion.

**

I recognize that one of the greatest evils af the trade has long
been low profit on books, and the renedv repeatedly urged-con-
certed action on the part of booksellers-'as not been app)ied. It
is well that other influences are at work to do what lack ai unanimity
prevented the trade itself fron doing. Combination of publishers in
the Unted States, the possible allowance of the Canadian Copyright
Act of 1889, and the chance of the United States Act passing are
likely to worlk out the cmancipation of the bookscller fromi the yoke
of lnîv.priced literature.

Nor is the influence of jobbers and publishing wholesalcrs an
entirely negative quantity in ihe cause of st.able profits. Thuigh I
regret that these distributors cannot coine to any understanding for
the exclusion of mnterlupers from the retail trade tlat inderd they
vie with each otlier for the big orders suich interlopers bring-yet I
observe witli satisf.vtion that there is a clearly defined line drawn,
within which encroaching traders have no special prvileges. I
tunk tait uaih nearly ever% house il is a rule to gis e no favors t
the big departinent stores in fines whici the bouse bas the sole pub-
lication or control of. In these specialties a big order has not
usually the talismanic effect that it bas in fines there is local con-
petition in. This preserves a proit to the retailer in soie of bis
wares at all events, and though il docs not hnder the deparment
store fron selling at or below cost, yet it makes sucli fnes fess de-
sirable as stock in such a store. It is in goods ftlat are common to
the stock of several wholesalers that hie cutting is done for the
benefit of tie big department store. Even in these fines there are
jobbers who undertook to stand by the trade and to keep their prces
intact in the face of strong temptation. They claim that they were
not more dissuaded fram continuing ta do this by tle opposite ex
ample of conpetitors, than they werc by the ngratitude of the trade
for whom thev made tlc sacrifice.

*

The fact that jobbers and publislcrs usually uphuold prices in
lines that are controlled by individual bouses, seemus ta tuto bear
out the view that copyright legislation would be good for the retailer.
If the bolders of an exclusive right or sole agency in the present
circumstances of book supply are tenacious of profits, it is fair to
assume that they would be equally so at least, whien tiir copyright
or license was backed by a proclamation shutting out foreign copies,


