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Bible is the rule and square to whici he must bring everything to have
it tested. Andl, like the carpenîter, lie requires more than a rule and
square before he can be an efficient workmiîan. If any workman would
keep pace with thte times, lie maust occasioially be getting new sets of tools;
so with ininisters, they iust constantly he gettiig new books bearing upon
their work. But, alas! many of tem have only to read with a sigh tiat
this and the otier valuable theological work bas just been published.
They know that tliese would be a vast ielp to thein i preparing for the
pulpit, but they have to plod away without thei, iaking bricks without
straw. And wlien a minister with a large salary and a large library concs
round'and preaclies an extraordinary sernon, the congregation begins to
contrast it with the miserable brick that it is accustomred to, forgetting all
the time that the stranger iad abundance of straw wlien lie made bis brick,
while fron its own minister it had withield the straw.

2. .Every min iste- is ecpected by his congregation to live honestly. He is
expected to pay lis way ni the world; but no one can do this unless le has
an incone upon which lie can rely, s flicient to enable im to meet his
expenses. An ill-paid salary makes an ill-paid ierchant. A ninister
ouglt to be able to preacli front every text in the word of God. But how
eau a ininister who is poorly paid, antd w-ho lias his nane attached to run-
ning accounts iii imerchants' books, take for lis text " Owe no man any-
thing, but love une another." He feels at once tiat lie cannot preach fron
such a text. Aid wly ? Because his congregation has shxut his mouth.
His shortcomings are because of his people's neglect. And if it should
cone out that the minister is in debt, those persons who have thrown Iimu
into it are sure to make the nost of it. It is those w-ho withhold the straw
that inflict stripes if the full tale of brick is not told down. But no con-
gregation of people zealous of its own hionour, irrespective of Christianity
altogether, will allow its minister to get enxtanîgled with accounts current;
for if lie is knee deep in debt because it lias not paid hiim or does not pay
him enougi upon which to live, it is a standing libel upon itself.

3. Every minister is expected nj his congregation to aypear respectable in
society. He lias to keep up the appear ance of a certain amount of wealth,
whîether ie hias it or unot. He and is f<unîiiy nmust always appear respectably
dressed. ie must keep Up appeaances. ie miust furnish the full nui-
ber of brick, otherwise the taskmaster's eyes will be upon himn. Do not
mistale us here; we are not arguing thtat mtinisters ouglt to be rolling
in wealth. It is the golden iediocrity betwei affluence and poverty ,
whicli is their due, and it is onily this vhichi they claim. It cuts to the
quick, and do not tiiink that ministers do not feel it, to hiear people re-
marking tiat wlien ininisters get four or five hundred dollars a-year, they
are well paid, for thîey themselves do not always earn thtat. Tiere is not
a minister that taids before you in a Presbyterian pulpit, if 3 ou take into
consideration the time and mîoney hie lias spent in educating himself, but
lias laid out more in preparing himuself for the work of the uinistry than
the best hundred acres any of you own are wortl. You have your farms
to fall .ack uponî, e ihas nione. He has given his away for the good of the
Charch, and it is exceedingly hard, after lie Las donc so, to be told by those
who give the iiifinitesinial part of tieir abuidance for Lis support, "The
minister gets quite enougi, lie gets more ready money than I do."
Such an individual forgets that lie lias been earning money from his vouhl
up, whereas the iiter hab been spending it un his account during the best
period of his life. But it would oily be an outrage upon judgnent to


