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_Us yet, there is no uniforinity of opinion, no uniformity of
practice, as to wvhat should be doue, as to what is done, in the
.treatxnent of fractures of the patella.

rior the fractures of thi-, sesamoid bone, the largest in thch)u-
mnan body, many different operative methods have been devised,
suggested, ad.vocated and practised; numerous are the observa-
tions that have been collected and piblished, descriptive, con-
*demnatory and commnendatory of these various methods. How-
ever, by far the greater number of the methods proposed have
been abandoned, have been supersecled by a fewv less objection-
able, more preferable methods. Operative and clinical experience
have- led. to the omission, to -the elimination fromn the operative
ýProCèd1ire of such steps as wnere found to be needless, of such

sesas were founci to be harmful, anat to the introduction, to the
ge.,neral employment, of some of great desirability.

This diversity of methods employed by mnen of recognized
ourgical ..ttainmrjùts suggested questionfi to niy mind. 1-t is d~
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