
720 TIE CANADA LANCIET.

TH-E TEACHING OF OJ3STETRICS.

As tbis miust ever formi a miost important portion of Élie professional
duties of every general practitioner, it is of the utmnost importance that
cvery doctor before entering, upon bis life's wvork sboul(l receive a thor-
ougb training in this brandi of tlie curriculum.

We give in another portion of this issue the report of tlie commlittee
appointed by the Amnerican Obstetrical andl G),iaecological Societies. It
contains sone' interestil1g information. The committee %vas; composed of
gentlenmen well calculate(l to deal wvith tlus subjeet.

INEBRIATE HOMvE NEEDED IN TORONTO.

Every large city bias its due quota of drunkards. Tbiere mutst be
fouiid sonie fairly satisfactory, way of clealing with these cases.

Tic present state of affairs in Toronto could not be lutcli \vorse than
tbecy are. WVe have looked into their subject in a mnmber of Caliadian
cities and find that the miethod of (lealingý witi tie incebriate is satisfac-
tory.

Controller Spence of Toronto bias reporteci on this niatter to tbie city
council. Whiat hie says is worth careful study by ail Élie cities of Canada.

-Tbat thie conimittee recommiends tlie appointing, of a deputation to
w~ait uipon tlie Pr-ovincial Goveriimiett and asic for stich co-operationi as
wvill secure tbie establisliment, maintenance and operation of a hospital for
iniebriates, and tlie commitmient thereto of hiabituai druilkards ; fllat an
ear-iest appeai be made to tie Governmiient for tlie provision of sufficient
and adequate asylunii accommodation for ail] insanie persons wvhose nant
denmands public restraint and treatnient. Thec holding of a conference
witi thie representatives of charitable institutions now receiving granits
fromn the city, with a viewx to ascertaining, what provision could be nmade
for the care'of suci persons as are nowv comimitted to jail on the cha;rýge
of vaglrancy, who are not deservingy of imprisonnient for somie other rea-
S0li.

UIt wouild be difficuit to devise a more irrationial or ineffective mcethod
of decalingy wit1î inebriates than is tlic standard Police Court syste:n of 'a
dollar and costs or tiirty days.' Tiat treatnient nieyer becefitccl an
offender to w'homi it wvas appiied. Its failure to restrain or prevent
drunkcnncss is sufflciently shown in tic fact that the drunk and dis-
orderlv arrest in the City of Toronto have steadily ilicrcast.,cd froml 3,493
iii tic year 1899, to 9,247 in tlic year 1909. During Élie criinial year end-
inir g 90 there mvere :2,208 comm1iitmients to Toronto jail for tic offence of
(irunkenness. The city paid for the doilng of more harmi than good to a
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