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Moîrel ost of which had occurred before active municipal
men,,suires for its suppression were adopted, illustrate the fact that,
wverfv a contagious disease present the average good
sensie of any conimunity does not serve to ])revent its spread,
unit .s when crystallized into, organized and systematie methods.

Tt has been, ive thinli, fully den±ron's-trated to what an ex.tent
the liresent epidemic of smallpox of a benigu character, beginning
in 1899 wvould have prevailed in Ontario hiad the views of the
laisjiZ: fa ire schocol and of anti-vaccinationjsts been accepted;
.111i whicn they turni to statistics and point to the low mortalitv
afteur ail Our troubk(, we ask thein are they prepared with us to
ado}>t drastic mneasures of every nec essary kind ivhen the disease
ivith, a lîigh death-rate does real]' iae its appearance ? If they
do--aid this is the position of niany believers in vaccination,
hoth iunongst physicians and municipal officers--they will have
to explain by what conceivable mneans they "are groing to discover
wvllîeî an epidemic, likze that £rom Japan in 1900, w'hich kzilled
nearlv 50 per cent. of its v.XCtiîn1s, is goinge to appear, thougli even
its Érst case in For-t Arthur -%vas Znso mild that it wvas
flot diagnosed, or at what moment virulent smallpox
na *v arrive in Toronto from sorne hidden source in

the slums of 'New -York or ]Boston.-" Perhaps it is niatural
that wve, v eigthese natters from the officiai standpoint., should
seeli to disregard personal inconveniences and even municipal
expii('ditures - but it w-ould seeni that there can be no via mnedia, no
position wvhich, as with somne other diseases, can be adopted without
the assumption of a respoiisibility as regards loss of Ide, ftunily
misfortune and comimercial disaster, which none wbo recognize
wbat -an epideiei of smallpox ineans would. care to assume.
Pi'. .hably by noume muiist the mental perspective 4e more accuatelv

iîitain)ed- thaii bs- the physician - and this eau onlv be obtained
1)v thle frequent readjustinent of the instrume~nt to a 'proj)er focus
froîn tinie to tim2. Our meiniories are proverbially short and
nmental pictures grow dimi with surprising rapidity. but we do
well to remiember that Nature is ever the sanie in lber methods
and lier resuits, aud if she seems at times to present herseif in
tranquil mood, as -where the whole wood]and is perfectI mnirrored
in t1ac ilacid bosoîn of some niorthern lake, yet the timie will speedilv
conr;C 'hlei bier rucge work must be donce. ~e iindeed,
the wise mariner wvho looks w-eH to staysails and masts, to keep
his vezsel afloat and return unscathed to the desired haven.

'n May, 1900, an ou tbrcak of smallpox occurred infecting mnany persons ait di TérentPoir. f between Winni pcgand Montreal. caused roin cxposuire to a paracngcr from Au atraliatin T opan to Vancouver, thence by C. 1-1. IL MiTe gentleman sickencd on the train *,%est ofW'ïnnapcg, was takcn to tie Winnipeg Hospitai and died, as at flrst thought frein purpurahen rhnica Itproved to have becu sma ipox. and caused twecnt.v-two cages and deathain l Vi nnipeg. Persons exposcri on tho train carried the disease to7 Eastern points. Theflrd 'as&,e ait Port Arthur wvas mild and was not, diagnosed, and rcsultcd in the infection aitth'at- rjnt and Fort William o? fourteen persons and six deathsq, nit Arnlirior of one pcrsonand rine death, in Carleton-Place of siix persons atnd two deatha. in Montreal of six pensonsand t wno de-aths, at Seine River of ono case, ait Siult Ste. 'Mairie of one case and one deaflial.d st Wvolfe Station o? c.ut person and oflC dcath.


