
316 (Jawadian -Journ-îal of il[ediciine and Surgery.

nicely i]utae.The discase starts in tie v'ertebrae as i tà
end of the Jong boues, iii the region of the epiphysca!d une, wlh
in the case of a vertebra is a fine cartiliginous strip separatii
off a thin plate of bone at the top ariJ bottoui of the body.'Fv
here, it spreads into the canicellous bonc of the centre of H1
vertebra and towards the fibro-cartilagrinouis dise. The fibro-ca -

tiaeis more rlesistant thanl the bouie, but if thà., inflaimmiation
suifïicienltly sever-e it finallY suceuîîîbs to the action of tHe ne,
granulation tissue, and thc disease (roes on to -the next veýrtebi,,.
he absorption of fibro-cartilage bas beeni poinited out as goiî<..

ou iii the firit disc below the focus, and already hialf tlic dise ha-.
disappeared, its place being talcen by graulation tissue.

Besides this direct route of progression, an indirect one u-
somietimnies takzen by tHie process. The disease gradually work-
out to the cdges of the body, aud lifts up *fthe libres of the an-
terior and 1)osterior coimîiin ligamnents. The infection thetu
spreads up1 and dowui, and SkIîppiiug the fibro-cartilaginous ds~
attacks the cancellous bone of the vertebra,, above and below. The
specirnen shows this <itethod of advance also, under tlie aniterior
comnion ligamient of the vertebra above, aîîd the slight hyper-
Sinna origiîially to be sceîî in the anterior part of the boue is stifl
slihty preseeved by, the K js Zin.

Ani interesting. point in ûùcchanics is presented by the faet
that ini this specimien the profile of the posterior border of the
bodies shows a sharp auigula-tion -while the profile of the spines
shows oiily a gentie curve. his is acconrntcd for by the fact that
sever-al bodies have been destroycd. If a, sinîgle body hiad col-
lapsed thiere woul.d be a sharp k-nuclding of the spine, buit wheiu
three 'bodies hiave grone, thie Izniîclding, às divided up over t.hree
spines> aud therefore takzes the nature of a curve. It biasalTy
seeunied to mce likely thaf the late rounding off of origrinally sharp)
curves eali be contdfor by this explanation, rathier t.haîi by
the theoryT thiat sharp angles tend to be roiinded off by a readjuist-
mient of the articulations of the hecalth.y ver-tebra above andic be-
low, or by changes in the forin of the vertebra resulting froi
growth.

0f the ýarious accoiipaniments of tiwbercnliosis of boue.
abscess formation is the commnonest. Ini this case there is ai
smnall. abscess on flic lcft side of the diseased focus, on the an-
terior aspect of thie necks of two or irce ribs. It wvas dry auJ
liard, and had evidently been there a long timne, ani it is quitc.
evident that it owed its origin to the focus of disease in the bont'..
Durinug aIl flic tiî-ne that this'case wvas under treatment w~e neveu
had auy evidence of the preseuce of this abscess, either in the
formn of coinplaint f roin patient, or ini the forni of physical sign,,
lu cliest exainiation. Somcntimnies these tiîoracic abscesses wvorlk
their way thîrouigh betweeu the transverse processes of the verte


