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CANADIAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

The ninth annual meeting of the Canadian
Medical Association took place in Toronto on
the 2nd August, and was very respectably
attended, although the number present was not
quite as large as had been anticipated.

Dr. Hodder of Toronto, the President of the
Association, occupied the Chair, and delivered
the following address:—

THE PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS.

Dr. HODDER, as President of the Association, de-
livered his address. He congratulated the members
on the interest they took in the Society as was evineed
by the large attendance, and took this opportunity
“of offering 2 hearty welcome, on behalfof the medical
men of Toronto, to the delegates from the United |®
States, and invited them to join in all the discussions
and debates, and to consider themselvesin every par-
ticular as members of the Association. He alluded
to the success that had attended the formation of
medical societies, and the gatherings of medical men
- for scientific purposes in other countries, and thought
the results ought to stimulate the profession of the
Dominion to meet in large numbers at the meetings of
the Association. His remarks on this subject were
so pertinent that we give them more in extenso :

“ When we consider the vast amount of practice
and observation which is daily and hourly going on,
not only in the larger cities but in the surrounding
districts of the Dominion, we cannot but feel with
regret that an enormous fund of valuable information
and experience is and hag been allowed to run
almost entirely to waste fora long succession of years.
By joining such an Association as that which I have
the honor to preside over this day, the numerous
- body of our professional brethren extensively engaged
as general practitioners, who spend long and active
lives in the practice of their profession, would un-
doubtedly be able to contribute inexhaustible stores
of medical experience of the highest interest and
value, and which, but for such a society, would
remain uncommunicated, and therefore lost to the
profession.  The local medical sceieties do some good,
but the results of their meetings are rarely published,
and therefore’ many valuable cases never meet the
“eyes of the profession generally, and are thereby lost
to the world. There is, however, one point of very
considerable moment to which Ibeg to draw .the
attention of the younger members of the professwn
" —Many young practltloners are deterred from pub-
lishing or brmomv before an association’ or society

cases of interest which occurred in their practice,
from an erronous supposition on their part that it is
necessary to work them up into the form of an ela- .
borate essay. In nothing are they more deceived ;
the plain and truthful narrative of a single fact is of
infinitely more value than a thousand theories.
Wisely, then, did this Association when they met.
last year at Halifax limit the time for the reading
of papers, by which, T trust, many members will be -
induced to send in communications which otherwise
they might not feel disposed to do. Itisonly there-
fore in an Association such as this that the accumu-
lated experience of a large body of the medical pro-
fession in this Dominion can be properly collected and
concentrated, so as to turn such inestimable stores of
knowledge to good account, and render them avail-
able and useful to the profession at large. When we
glance over the medical litsrature of former years,
not only of Great Britain and the Continent but of
the United States—what, I would ask, are the worlks -
which have stood the test of time, and which
among the numerous c’hanges produced by improving
and increasing knowledge ave still  lasting monu-
ments,” while systematic and, for their time, learned
works have long since sunk into oblivion ?—it will be
found that those simple records of the experience of
long lives, devoted with ardent zeal to the cultivation
of medical knowledge, retain their value unto the
present moment, and will doubtless continue to be-
consulted and referred to by succeeding gencrations,
as mines of invaluable practical information. Now,
if the practice of one man, as in the case of Hunter, .
Harvey, Smellie, and a host of others, can produce
recollections of facts which have immortalized their
names and conferred lasting benefits on every depart-
ment of the healing art, how much more useful and
important. will be the combined efforts of hundreds
of fact-collectors, concerning all the results of their.
practice and their observations thrown into one great
depository, viz : the Canadian Medical Association..
If I bave tired your patience, gentlemen, by dwel-
ling too long upon what appears to me to be the
great object and what will form the great strength
and importance of this association—I mean the
collecting of valuable facts on questions of medical
and surgical practice and public hygiene—I beg
your indulgence ; and yet there is another point which
I maust notf’omit, T mncan the ‘effect: these meetings
have on our social position. It brings together the“;
members of the medical profession, it enables us to
know each other, it binds us together with a social,

bond which must ever be not only asource of sincere:



