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being, perhaps, the same in either case. It is a
fact with which you are acquainted that certain
drugs become absorbed and produce their effect
upon the system in a very short time, and they
may also be eliminated very rapidly, while others
act slowly, and are eliminated after a longer inter-
,val.

it is not my intention this morning to deliver a
scientific lecture ; I shall make certain treatments
based upon clinical facts for which I shall not
attempt to give any explanation.

The first drug to which I would call attention
in connection with the subject of the lecture is the
chlorate of potash. It may not be unknown to
most of you that this drug bas at times been admi-
nistered in sufdiciently large doses to produce a
dangerous inflammation of the kidneys. Special
attention bas been called to this fact by Dr. Jacobi
of this city, and also by other authors. This dan-
ger can be avoided by administering the drug in
small doses frequently repeated. In writing the
prescription, a teaspoonful of the solution may bd
made to represent as much of the drug as you
wish to give ; or, if it be in a more concentrated
form, the patient may add water to it. Grain
doses given every half-hour in scarlet fever, diph-
theria, tonsillitis, etc., will produce the same results
as larger doses, without the danger of the evil
effects resulting from he accumulation of the drug
in the system, as sometimes happens when it is
administered in the ordinary way. Indeed, I
believe they will produce better results upon the
throat inflammations.

For the treatment of neuralgia, croton chloral
bas for a long time been given in large doses, as
from five to eight grains, repeated every two hours,
until fifteen grains are taken. But allow me to
suggest what I consider a better mode of admi-
nistering the drug-that is, to give a grain of it,
prepared as you please, either in liquid or pill
form every half-hour until the neuralgic symptoms
are relieved. A solution of which a teaspoonful
represents a grain of the croton chlioral may be
made, having scarcely any of the bad taste which
usually belongs to this medicine when given in
large doses. I may here remark that one of the
important advantages connected with the frequent
repetition of doses is the fact that the medicine
may be so largely diluted with water or other vehi-
cle as to be rendered comparatively tasteless, and
barmless to the mucous membrane of the stomach.

You will often be called upon to treat very ob-
stinate cases of urticaria, and you will be put to
your wits' end to know what to do. The plan
ordinarily suggested is to give alkalies, as the
bicarbonate of sodium, or magnesium; but, if you
will give the patient two grains of the salicylate of
sodium every hour or half-hour, you will usually
be enabled to effect a cure even in obstinate cases,
except those of a chronic nature. Two grains of
the salicylate of sodium administered in a tea-
spoon'ful of water is almost tasteless, and may be
given without producing disturbance of digestion.

Urticaria is often caused by the administration of'
full doses of balsam of copaiba in cases of urethri-
tis, or inflammation of other mucous membranes,
and it nay seem strange to you when I make the
statement that a single drop of the same drug
given every half-hour will sometimes control urti-
caria. 1 have no explanation to offer, but I make
the statement not alone upon the authority of
others; I myself have observed the efficacy of the
treatment, although not so frequenitly as in the
treatment by the salicylate of sodium.

Fowler's solution, or thã liquor potassii arseni-
tis, half a drop given every half-hour for six or'
eight doses, will often relieve the vomiting which
occurs after a debauch. It will also relieve the
morning vomiting of drunkards, and is of decided
benefit in the sympathetic nausea and vomiting of
pregnancy.

Jaborandi has been given in large doses with a.
view to exciting perspiration in cases of Bright's
disease, but the very serious objection bas been
found to its administration in this manner, that
it sometimes has a very depressing effect upon the--
heart's action, resulting in some cases fatally.
Now, five to ten minim doses of the fluid extract.
of jaborandi given every hour or half-hour wilt,
produce marked perspiration without causing any
unpleasant effects upon the heart. I sometimes.
combine with the jaborandi the tincture of digitalis,..
with a view to counteract any possible influence-
which the former drug may have upon the heart.
So dangerous do I consider large doses of jabo-
randi that I often hesitate long before administer--
ing it, especially in the uremia of the puerperal
state.

You will please remember that the amount of
the medicine administered is not so small as you,
may at first suppose, especially if you take into,
consideration their strength and the frequency of
their repetition.

The next preparation of which I shall speak isý
a solution of the sulphate of atropine, one one-hun-
dredth of a grain in a goblet of water, a teaspoonful
of which shall constitute a dose, amounting in all
to about sixty doses. Now, you will often be called
to see cases of supposed croup, but which, in the-
majority of instances, prove to be cases of false
croup of a reflex origin. Ordinarily, you will be
able to relieve these patie'nts by giving them a
teaspoonful of this preparation every hour. It is
possible the remedy acts slightly as a stimulant of~
the respiratory centre; it is also possible that it has,
some influence upon muscular contraction or re-
laxation ; at all events, clinical experience proves.
that it is of benefit in these cases. The dose may
be repeated every hour or half-hour, according tos
the severity of the attack. If the child's face be--
gins to flush and show signs of the physiological.
effects of the drug, the dose can be reduced in
frequency. It should be remembered that when
thus administered the equivalent of a full dose of~
the drug will soon be reached. Do not forget in
these cases to give an emetic if there is anything-
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