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ANTISEPTICS IN SURGERY.

ON the twelfth of August, 1865, a boy
was admitted to. the Royal Infirmiary in
Glasgow, suffering froni a compound fracture
of the leg. Such a trivial event in the
largest hospital of a great city! Yet this
was a red-letter day in tlie history of the
healing art, for this was the beginning ot
Anitiseptic Snrgery. The germ theory of
Pasteur, scarcely as yet formulated, was here
applied to practice,. and -here received its
nost striking confirmation.

The young surgeon who, taking his stand
on l the ,oli( ground of nature," the solid
grcund of observation and experinient, had
the courage to apply his theories to practice,
lias had his reward. In watching the pro-
gress of these cases of compound fractu res
and dislocations he saw vwith the eye of
genius. He saw that here there was a new
principle at work, and a new power given
to man. -le conipreiiended the vast possi
bilities opened up by the new theory, and
he applied it to practie with a skill, a
patignee, and a success which have made hini
ne of the great. benefctors,. of his ace:

And when, after two years of careful trial,
Joseph Lister ptiblished a "new method of
treating vounds," it was the dawin of a new
day in the realn of Surgery, the heralding
of a new, era in Seientific Medicine.

It is not too imucli to say that a new
power was now given to man. From the
erliest times surgeons had known by sad
experience the diffei-ence between simple and

conpound fractures. The former were truly
simple, one msay almost say, devoid of danger.
The latter wete aiong the most serious of
injuries. 1-lowever small nigbt be the
external wound which conmmunicated with
the fracture, there 'was such an eleinent of
danger and of uncertainty that the wisest
and iost skilful surgeons dreaded the results.

Occasionally a compound fracture did well,
healing without a bad sympton. This wa
rare indeed. In hospitals and in war-tinïe
the mortality from these injuries was enor-
mons. At the best, il cases where life and
limb werc saved the patient suffered from
hectic fever and prolonged suppuration and
from all the annoyances and risks of a
wearisone conivalescence. While a simple
fracture night eial firmly in six weeks, a
compounld fracture of the sane boue would
take froi three to six months.

But here was a method, of treating coin-
pound fracture wvhicb reduc&d thn tôo simp*e
fractures, running the samne course iii the
same timse. Compound tractures and hrge
fleshl wouñds bealed %vitliout suppuratioI
and comnpound dislocations, almost;snvariablyg
treàted hitherto by immedite aif tionï,
healed soundly and with the mobility of the
joint unimpaired.

From time to time such. things may have
happened before, doubtless did happen, but
now, for the first time in human history
they did not happen but took place with
certainty as the result of a definite plan of
treatrnent. WhTbo can estimate the saving of
life, the prevention of pain and deformity


