
IMEDICINI. 65

hie abdo i. .0losed will nt drainig. .He does not think Fowler's
position dlecLwe in this clss or cnses, and Icars tle.dangers o syncope.
l.s 'afLer iLicint consists in stinilatior by strychnine, digitalis

can phoiîr an eenional1;I y cal'eine and1( nitroglycrine, comnbined w~Lih
saline infusions. In cases of séverc shock adrenaiîn is nlded and. the

Wooto the. be rgised. Vomiting is' treated by lavage. Sufficient
or>hine. 1s given to make ie patient fairly comfortble. He is

agasînt early opening of Ulic bowels, preer to relieve flatils by- the
ecil- tube and wa-its unfi i h.fith or'.sixthl day before criving a par.
ativenma. Twenty-one case.a .have been operated upon with a mor-
hiyL 0fI par cenit.,W
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'Tilhese luLhors sa'to that a study of th mechanisn of production Of
eclamnip ia-and hay fever leads to the conclusion that each disease is the:
result of the foriiâtion of specific poisons froi albumins, in the one case,
deived from paental albuimin and in the other:fron the albumin of
pollen. The seruin obtained by injecting into rabbits placental cells or,
pollen grains, in, each instance is' not antitoxie but cytolytie, and
cytolysins are formed which can break up honologous albumin mole-
cules and liberate toxic groups or so-called endotoxins. It is Weichardt's
belief that clapsia is the result of :the formation in the body of toxie
substances resulting -from the cytolysis of placental cells that enter the
circulation, it being assumed that.in these.cases there is a deficiency in
antiendoto.ins or inhibiting bodies. -By injecting into rabbits a spe-
cially prepared trituration of placen'tal tissue the authors were able to
satisfy themselves of the existence of such an endotoxin that appeared
to present toxic components of two different types. The first of these
was a hydrogel forming body whieh is therefore active .in causing co-
agulation of _blood, whereas the other more deleterious component has a
specific aflnity for the respiratory center, and when injected into animals,
promptly causes death through failure of this .function. The authors
also' speak of their :attempts to produce an :artificial inhibitory body to
b used 'as a prophylatic, in which they have been partially successful,
thougli it does not appear that there is any immediate'possibility of its
being practically useful.-New York J£edical Record.


