
ÉMtL'1Ï 190oticts OË WÉ idi Ç jËJfI. 6

-throtuglout 1urope and lu Azia Minori have recently been ifiustrated
W9ith great research and abiliby, in a paped communicated by Dr.
Charles Wilson tu the ýdinburgIi Philosophical Journal ; in which
also lie treats of its ancient and modern relations to, pharmaccdogy
and medicine% in the use of the Castoreum.*

lIn referring to the origin. of the names, both of localities anzd indi,
viduals, naturally traceable to the presence.of the begYer he remnarlis -
IlBiberach or Biberbach, in Suabia, «Merlan wýrite%, had its designa-
tion fromn the beaveils which had -their colonies in a brook or sfettai
In its vicinity. This towu -%vas an old Rck.s-dadt, and, like oui'
IBeverley, had jong carried the bea-ver in its armioriai' In8ignia. Thei
animal we are told, wvas first borne a.iure,, with a crown guleq, -an 9
field argent j but, -in 1487, in cousideration of -an impTortant servicer
i'endered to the Archduke Maximilian, *afterwaras the Binperoe
Maximilian I., the citizeus acquired the righit ta have the field azures
and the beaver and crown or: a guerdon which ve ïniust, suppose
them to have considered 'adequate, as they 6btafned It on petition.,
There is besides a Bleberach on tho Rinig, -a tributary, of the Rhine
and on the Rhine itseli' we bave Biebrich, probably týie analogue of
our .Beferiye, whence our patronymic Betieridge.1'

The ingenjous architecture and the social =nd provident babits o? thér
leaver -supply very satisfactory reasotis for its -selection froux fimong
the North American fauna, as -the ittest for' taking its place amont'
the ordinaries or charges of our provacial escutcheoii; but this waEf
-probably less thought of thau ita great importance in the early trade
-of Canada, und the British Ainerican Coloniee.

Nevertheless, tliough the beaver wool âf the fiiiflonabIe hats, ta
wvhich it:gave Éa-me, is ecarcely less excliisiývely ass§ociated 'with the
early exports -o? the New World than its tobacco, we have good proof<
o? the use of the beaverls funr for sucli a purpose, iànd of a~ regulai'
turopean traiU iii beaever skis, long *'~or -ta the dliscovery of'
Anierica, in t~he flfteenth century. The liea-ver sldrt appears indeed
ta have been froux ancient times a ýroyil :rn< gnd lier Majest;y is stili
.entitled, by royal ,prerogative, to the skin of the firtin, the beàvery
-and the eýrnine, thougli the latter alous has nintained its royal

*ass4~itio 011O the continent, t'he uqe of the bea-ver's skin. appears
-ta -be traceable in the middle of t'ho l4th century; gnd in Ilthe Tes,
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