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PENMANSHIP.

l)E.\'MANSHIP is certainly among the most mportant!
L branches taught in our public schools, yet there is reason to
fear that in too mavy instances, it is regarded both by teacher
and trustee as i€ i were only of secondary value.  Whatever
qualifications for entering a store or an oftice & boy may other-
wise possess—he may be a good arithmetician, diligent at his
work, and in every way trustworthy, but if he writes a careless,
slovenly or badly formed hand, the value of his other qualifica-
tions will be lessened, and the chauces of profitable employ-
ment and advancement diminished. TFew acquirements in ele-
mentary education will so subserve the interest of a boy just:
leaving school and seeking 2n occupation, ns that of writing a b
iegible, neat and clear hand.  If part of the time spent on
studies of really little or no value to the pupil, because not re-
Iating in any way to his future work, was spent in the more
carcful and critical study of » businessdike chirography, the re-
sult would be of no uncertain value, and a thorough drill in this
direction turned to good account.

Qur system of public instruction aims to make the pupil a
sood fpenman, to accomplish which, for n pumber of years,
copy books were supplicd at balf cost, and especinl induce-
:aents offered for the culture of the art of writing & good!
hand; and it is to be hoped that such encouragement has not
been void of good results.

The use of Copy Books with litihographic * head lines” on
cach page is of grea®wadvantage, asit keeps a good specimen con-
tinually before the pupil. and prevents that continual change of
~tyle, so often scen im classes which yractise writing witheut|
such copies. It also cconomizes the teacher's time, and helps
kim to a very desirable uniformity in his method of iustruction,
for these and other considerations, Copy Dooks with < head
lines” are almost universally uwsed.

tecently we have received a very escellent little book en-
titled & ¢ Manual of Penmanship,” by JYaysor, Dunton and
Scribuer, and sold at the book store of Connolly & Kelly, of this
City. We give below some extracts from the Manual on the
method of instruction, and at the same timne commend the work
t0 the attention of the teachers of our public schools, as contain-
ing many valuable suggestions and hints, and furmshing teachers
correct inforination on a systemn of penmanship very generally
adopted, and continually increasing in public favor.  The author
shus presents his views, on the

METHOD OF INSTRUCTION.

Under this head we present the fundamenta: principles on
which the teaching of penmanship ust depend.

Writing is the correct representation of certain forms to a
greater or less extent arbitrary, generally by means of an instru-
ment held in the hand.

Our 1cthod, therefore, naturally ranges itself under these
<hree grand divisions in their order: first, Knowledge; second,
Execution; third, Criticism.  There is something to be done,
and there must be a best way of doing it: both these must be
known. The doing follows.  And then the questions immedi-
ately arise, Is it correctly donc? and, Was it done in the best
manner?  These are answered Ly criticising.

Kyowrepcr.—Teachers and scholars, therefore, shonld know
exactly,—

1. What the proposed work itself really is: that is, the Mat-
ter to be Exccuted.

1. How to exceute the proposed work: that is. the Manner
of Exeeuting.

L Tuedarrer ro e Exior ri:p.~This erbraces a thorough
knowledgo (1) Of the eloments; (2) OF cthe six prineiples of
the small letters and of the three principles of the capitals, and
of their connection to form letters: (8.) Of the distinezion be-
tween main and connecting lines, and of turus and angles; (4.)
Or the peculiarities arising from the combination of letters in
words. These are all separately treated in their proper place,

I Tux Maxser or Exrccrina.—This involves a cotrect
knowledge (1.) Of the position of the body, of the arms and the
hands, and of the books; (2.) Of penbolding; (3.) Of the
rests; (1) Of the movements. Al these will be found treated
of at length under their respective heads.

METHOD OF IMPARTING KNOWLEDGE.

‘The question naturally arises, What is the best method of im-
parting this kuowledge ? We answer,—

First, with regard to the Matter to be Executed.

1. The teacher must himself know what is to be done. and
how it is to be done.

There is no better way for him to learn this than by tuking the
hook his scholars are to use,und writing it himsell in advance
from day today. His own writing will be improved, avd he will
acquire a lively appreciation of the number of minuie paints
which require attention, and of the difliculties to be encountered.

Let him also study the directions and explanations of this
Munual, pen in gand. Maoy o statement, swhich, iT wmerely
read, would obtain little if any appreciation, will be found to
be of great importance it subjected at once to the test of ex-
periment.

Having thus gualitfied himself, however poor a writer i may
e, o will come before his class with confidence.

2. e should elicit from his class by questions all that ihey
can discover by observation of the copy and from the instruc.
tions at the head of the page, mnd should tell them the eritical
poiuts, waich will be found in“this Manual in the deseription of
the letters.

It is an cxcellent xale never to tell them any thing they ean
find out for themselves. « %' Lhey will thus be trained to kabits of
careful observation,~the truc method of acquiring the founda-
tions of all knowledge.

3. e should use the blackboard freely.

Let him rule the lives on the board corresponding to the copy,
using vedas well as white chalk if convenient. Then require
the class to diciate the copy to him, doing exactly what they tell
him. This shows them the necessity of exact knowledge.

Next give the illustrations which will be found in the des-
criptions of the letters, and call attention especially tothe critical
points. ‘The latter should be impressed on their minds il shey
are thoroughly familiar and can be readily stated.

4. The forms and critical pointslof the principles should ho,
fixed on their minds.

(1.) By cxample.—Iet them be drawn correctly on the
board.

- (2) By contrast—Let the opposite be deawn,

& (3.) By comparison.—Let crroncouscforms be made; not ail
possible ones, but those that illustrate the Ivarious points in the
description, sspecially the critical] points.

Remank.—~Itshould erer be borne in mind, that a clear men-
tal conception of the form tojbejwritten}is an absolute necessity
before it can be easily and correctly excented.

And, farther, it should be remembered that time and varied
presentation are necessary to enable the mind to form the re-
quired conception.



