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Under the titte " Icones f;nsectorinln Riwioruni ciil .Aoinzbus
coiun trivialibus, locisyue e C. Linnoi Ar-c/t: le: et £Equ : Aui-: Ssi:

-lXtO. izlegatis," C harles Clerck, a nîember of the Royal Acadeniy of
Sciences of Upsala, conienced tie publication at Stockholm, in the year
1759, of a series of plates intended to illustrate the species of exotic
lepidoptera recently namied by his distinguishied feilow-countryman, the
imimortal LinnSrus.

About a înonth ago I received frorn Mr. Felix Damnes, the well-known
bibliopole of Berlin, a letter informing me thiat lie had succeeded in
securing a remarkabiy fine copy of this exceedingly rare ivork, which hie
hield at my disposai. I iniediately cabied to hini that I wouid become
its purchaser. But six or seven copies of the book are known to be ini
existence, and not ail of these iii perfect state. Thie one I own, whichi
hias just corne into niy liands, and whiichi ib the only copy 'vhich lias ever
crossed the Atlantic, is in superb condition, and enjoys the distinction of
being, with the exception of the copy in the iibrary of the Royal Academy
of Sciences at Stockholmî, the only exampie in ivhichi tiiere are the plates,
so far as publishied, of the Third Section of tue wvork which Clerck did
flot live to complete. H-e died on Juiy -2ind, 1765.

Hagenî, in his Bibliotheca Entomnologica, states tlîat the work consists
of two sections, the first of which, in addition to the title page =nd
dedicatioiî, lias eighit pages of Swedishi and Latin text, togethier with
sixteen plates ,and the second, iii addition to the dedication, contains
three pages of text,,thiirty-eightlt plates, and an index of three pages. Trhe
copy lying before mie contains, iii addition to the parts described by
Hagen, seven plates, nunîbered front, 4 to io, of which the first two are
coloured, and the îîext to the last <i. 9) is partly colottred.

The extrenie rarity of tie book is w'eil known to lepidopterists.
Gottlob Wilhielni, in his Il Unterhaltungen," Lis. Il., page 16, pnblishied
in 1779, is quoted by Strecker in his "Butterfiies and ïMoths of North
Anierica," P. 218g, as hiaving described the work in the folioîving ternis
"Fifty-five pages large 4to, a simple register, together wvith a dedica-

tion anîd prefaèe, compose the wvhole work, wvhich, at auction, wvas soid
for 6oo Swedishi dollars." Hagyen tells us that the book wvas distributed
by the Queen of Sweden iii the form of presentation copies, andi that it


