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The sixth conclusion (p. :238) of the Professor is aiso anl adoption of
B. Wagn-er's views: "lhat it wvas introduced fromn Southern E urope, cither
Soîîtlern France or Mediterralean regions, perhaps Asia Minor, before the
Revolutionary War." But Wagner speaks wvith more reserve and caution.
Having felt the strengthi of the objections to an introduction of the insect
by a loniger voyage, lie supposes that importation had been possible only
froîn the nearest coast of France. But his assuniption of the long-existing
occurrence of the insect in Southierni France is uîot corroborated by any
fact whatsoever, beyond the few specimens found in 18,34 by Mn. Dana
near Toulon. Whethier a large trade betwveen the Mî,editerraneani shores and
North America existed before the Revolution, or not, I amn unable to, state.
But some very interesting facts out of the mnemorandum book of his father,
cornnunicated by the late Mr.,I N. Silsbee, show tlîat immediately after the
'Revolution an active trade from Salem, Mass., to Leghorn and other
Italian cities, wvas kept up, principally bringiiîg over Ameri;can meal. It
may therefore be supposed that this trade 'vas not an entirely new feature,
at least itw~as spoken ofas awelli owîî fact. H-ad not the difficulty, or per-
haps better, the impossibility, of introducing the insect by trade been
proved by the immense trade during ail this timie with England, where by
the greatest care and attention the insect ivas neyer observed in the car-
goes, it could have been assumed that the fiy hiad been introduced just by
American trade to ail the places visited by Mr. Dana. At least thiere ivas
the same chance for an introduction froin Europe to Amierica, as froni
.\1merica to Europe. Nevertheless just this difficulty mnakes it more plausible
that the insect 'vas indigenous here as w-cil as in the OId World, a statement
so well expressed a century ago by Dr. ivtchell (Encycl. ]3ritani., P. 494).

The Memoirs of the Philad. Soc. for l'romnotingAgriculture, contain
ini Vol. IV., iSiS, p.-xxix., Notes for a Young Fariner, etc., by Richard
Peters, President of the Soc. :

It is not yet agreed wvhat kind of wheats; best withstand the Hessian
Fly. - Good fairminig, inanure and reasonabiy late sowing are cer-
tainly the best securities. It is miost probably a native here. It îîever
entirely leaves us, though it appears at irregular periods i numbers less
scourging than at tinies iviien its ravages are more conspicuously destruct-
ive. [Here follows the passage conicerniing its name, as quoted before;
and p. Iii., a note of Say's description of the fly and its parzisites.j

P. \L., Address on tie Progress of Agriculture, January 14, 1817, bY'
James Mease, M. D., \Tice-President


