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on one side is a perfect representation of the upper side of the butterfly,
on the opposite another of the under side, and loose betwveen these a

1 )erfectly clear horny membrane ; the explafiation of this is, the upper
ends of the scales are adhering to the gumi and what %ve now look at are
the lowver ends or roots. MVen painting with w'ater, to dissolve the gumi,
great care must be taken not to let it run over the outline on to the wings,
or else the scales %vil] flot adhere to the paper, but will remain on the
membrane.

The work is not yet flnishied, howvever ; a most important p)art lias stili
to be done. This is the filling in of the body and antennaS; the easicst
way to do this is wvîth a fine l)Cf and some 'vater-colors. Place the body
fromi which the wings wcre severed before you and copy it, taking par-
ticular notice of any characteristic markings, as, for instance, the color of
the eyes, legs, or antennoe. Whcn finishied cut it out with a pair c'f sharp
scissors, paste it in an album, and write a short description of its capture,
giving the date, locality and any other interesting circuinstances conncct-d
wvithi it. 1 have found it is casier to put in the antennac after the prints are
gummed into the collection, as on account of their fragility they are
difficuit to cut out neatly. Should the collector happen to be an artist, a
most beautifuil collection may be made in tiiis manner by painting pretty
designs with flowvers for each species and gurnming the butterfiies in in
natural positions ; of course, too, its scientific value ivili be materially
increused if those plants arc introduccd to which the insect is most
partial, ar'd, wvhcn possible, a sketch of the larv'a and pupg. is added.

The chief advantages of this process are :the case with xvhich it is

donc ; the grreat convenience w'ithi which the specimens are prescrved or
transmittcd through-the post for identification or exchiange;- their greater
durability, for they wvill stand much rougher handling than specimens pre-
served in the ordinary way;- and, more important than ail these, the fact
that if you have only one specimien you can show both the upper and
under sides at once, and allo the miembranous skeleton of the lvings,
which can thus be very easily examined and makes a beautifuil object for
the microscope ; moreover, if you have only an imiperfect specim-en, it is
possible to preserve a good likeness of it by fllling in the wanting parts
with water-colors. Further, it does not miatter hoiv old your specimens
are; I have some prints which I have taken flom butterfiies collccted in
India more than twenty years ago, wvhich' are quite as good as others
printed on the same day that the insects wvere caught here.


