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Irom this point of view, a special interests8urrouods
the' Province of Quebec,-a province which though
-9reatly less in extent than the Canada that fell with
Montcalm, includes the territory upon which the feat-
Ures of the OId Régime were most distinctly iin-
Pre8sed. Ini those portions of the continent'after-
Wards called the UJnited States of America, the pecul jar
genius of Englishmen for self government, wa-s devel-
0 Ped Without the modifications that resuit when differ-
en1t races of dissimilar political genius dwell side 'Ay
aide. In the history of New France, however, the
8tudent of political. affairs meets a state of things alto-
gether unique. Hie finds a territory and people con-
trolled af, great distance from, another continent.
'When the fortunes of war transfer the eminent domain
t'O auother European power, this people stili continue
tO O1ccupy the ]and and to en3joy their owu language,
eCustoms8, laws, and religion. The conqueror, however,
transplants certaini of lis own peculiar political ideas ;
'l'id the spectacle is thns presented of dual language.
race, laws and institutions, existing side by side, and
together infitiencing the course of events.

To Pursue an enquiry into the whole subject of the
relations between French and English system of law
'l'd social order, would prove too wide for the limits

'fa thesis of moderate dimensions. Onie part only of
thts field shall we attempt to survey that of Adminis-
trative Law in Canada during the time of the French
Rfégirae

cThe Physiognomy of a government"I says De Toc-
queville 46 cati hest be judged in its colonies ; for
cthere, its charact.eristic traits usnually appear largercand more distinct. When I wish to discover the
spirits and the vices of the government of Louis

1,)I must go to Canada. Il Lt is often instructive,
hoee to reverse histotical process. The condition


