
(in the need t/ere is for- a Sabbath, 5

ktrensing obligations of gratitude, it is evident that they must meet frequent-
]y for tho simultaneous performance of the duties of religion : hence <ha
ues,.sity of' stated tinies being set Quiart for <hie purpose. The Sabbath je
then just a îstated allotmnent of time intended to givo mankind an opportunity
of worshipping their common Benefactor together.

3. Xankind arenaturally disposed to set apart days for cominemoyatUr<g
important eventa. l

ta proportion to thcl importance of an event le the interes î felt in the day
commemnorative of it, and the joy ivhich the return of iît calis forth. Thei
birth day of a Sovereign je celebrated throughout all hie dominions . anni-
versaries are appointed to keep up the reniembrance of important national
evente. In this respect the Sabbath becomes one of the most solemin and
universally interesting of commemorative institutions. àt je the day onl
wvhich God rested froni the works of creation ; fi is aise the day oui whiclu
the Saviour rose victorious froin the grave-and gave assurance to 8il men
that the work of rederaption wvas consiimmated. This vieiv of the nature
of the Sabbath. points out the appropriate empioyment et the day, 'riz.
meditation and conversation upon the events cc-nmemorated-the works
of creation and especially tlue wvork of redeunption « and the worship of
God, which consists in thc expression of thosu emotions and desiree w.hich
the contemplation of these tvorks le fitted te excite in the soul of mn.

4. If the sabbath wvere observed as it ougyht to be, much happinees would
bu dtrived freiii its apprepriate; exercises.

From the exercice of roligious emeotions mitn deivýes a high degree of
pure satififaetion. The pleasure je in proportion to the intereet feit in them.
,Now the Sabbath affords butter opportunities for indulging in these in
>rrivaie than any other day of the week ; and viewed in this light it muet
bu iadispensably necessary te manlrind. But frorn the social exercices of
religion a much greater degree of enouietwill be reatized. The Qafi-
bath thereforu commende itseplf, as an institution eminently fitted ter brixig te'
those who observe it ariglit tue holiest pleacures whicli an be enjoyed ini
time, and besides, it precents the best resemblance to the exercices dnd
the blecs of heaven. Take away the Sabbath and yoù deprive man o
the means of obtaining tlhe pureet and rnost eluvateci delight, viz. that ivhich
resuIts fiera social religions exercices.

Wherever intelligent rind moral beinge arô, institutions similar to t1ud
Sabbath must exist. There je nothing ineonsistent in the supposition,
that holy angels in hcavea observe stated times of assemblingr toget13er, to
declare God's perfections and celebrate hie worsh ,ip.

In conclusin-the Sabbath wvas given to mail before he fell. If it was
tuecessary in astate ofi ùtuceence. it mnust f>e mich more sô ua- kat be
lins becomu a sinner, ignoratit. apt te forget Cod, and either te !.,z!ect
worshipping himi or ily gite that worship to another wVhich je due to
him, alone: hence the imperative rueceecity of limies bcing set apnrt for
purposes plirely religinus. .B
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