1896.] THE MOTIVE. FORCE OF MISBIONS, 13

tongues, take up serpents, drink deadly poison without hurt, and lay hands
on the sick for their recovery.

But there were symptoms, however, throughout our Lord’s ministry
that He did not look at these as the greatest and best results of Iis
mighty energy. He forgave the sins of the paralytic man, borne of four,
before He bade him walk ; and told the seventy to rejoice more that their
names werc written in heaven than that they had cast out a few demons.
+¢ The works that T do shall ye do also ; and greater works than these shall ye¢
do.” That the apostles became increasingly aware of the same distinetion
is clear from the small space given in the Acts of the Apostles to their
miracles compared with the greater attention concentrated on their dis-
courses.

There is evidently a parallel to be drawn between the works wrought
by the Lord dwring His human life in the physical sphere and on the
bodies of men, and the greater works wrought through His Church during
the present age, in the spiritual spher» and on the immortal destinies of
men.  Did the Lord give sight to the bleared eyes of the blind § The
Church is sent to open the eyes of the spiritnally blind, that they may turn
from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God. Did He
raise the dead 2 The Church may stand at the sepulchre, where the dead
soul lies entombed, and cry, ‘“ Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise from
among the dead, and Christ chall enlighten thee ! And as the Father
led Him forward to ever greater works, so that the raising of Lazarus was
a greater work than that of the daughter of Jairus, we may expect that
the wonders wrought in the spiritual sphere through the Church will grow
in iinportance and momentous issues till the cluse of the present dispensa-
tion. We shall yet sec a nation born in 1 day. DBut what is the source
of these greater works ? 1In the Lord’s ministry it is clear that the source
of Tis never-ceasing activity consisted in the impulses which He was re-
ceiving constantly from the Father. He worked out what the Father
wrought within to will and do of Ilis own good pleasure. On one occa-
sion, when challenged by His critics for working a miracle on the Sabbath,
He replied, ¢ My Father has wrought up to this moment of time. Iam
only working as ITe bids and prompts.”” Not only was He ever regarding
the evolution of His Father's plan, but was ever conscious of the impulse
of His Father’s energy. To use His own words, He lived by the Father.
This supplies the clew to the poussession on the part of the Church of un-
ccasing zeal and cnergy for missions. We must depend on Christ, our
ead, for the forthputting of His cnergy as He depended on the Father,
who is designated by the apostle the Head of Christ.

For the body of Christ to be stirred up to enthusiasm and endeavor in
missionary enterprise by eloquent appeals from missionary platforms, by

touching incidents that appeal to the emotions, by all the machinery of
the modern missionary board, is like imitating the movements of life by
the convulsive twitchings of nerve and muscle under the impulse of elec-



