
TUIE LAWV 0P TUIE ADVANCE.

Tiaurus range to distant Antiocli of Pisidiamrtanbfayoth
Grccian Arcliipelago-thiat, too, thiottgli Tarsus, the birthiplace of Pauil,
stood iii a direct line betwveen tlhe two Atitiochis, and th)e apostie inust,
bave yearaed. to preach the gospel to thie associates of lus childhiood
and, bis nearest kindred. After leavingr this latest missionary centre
it wvould. seom as thoughl Paul -was -very anxious to iake the regions
near by partakers first, iii the grace of thie gospel, but in two consecu-
tive verses of the Acts of thie Aposties (-xvi: 0, 7), -ie are told, flrst,
thiat lie was forbiddlen of the Holy Spirit te 51)eak the wvord in Asia,
aiîd thien, -wben hie and bis associate essayed to go inte Bithiynia, the
Spfirit, of Jesus suffered them net to do thiat, but, instead of either, lie
-%vas divinely directed. to find bis next fid of labor in. Macedonia,
and tluis reminds us that this whole line of nxovceiet frorn thie begin-
ning hiad flot been loft te chance, but was from first to hast under the
immedéiate giiidance of tuie Spirit of God. It was not. the Cliurcli at
Autiocli tixat chose Piqidia, as tue field to whfichi Paul sliouid. be sent
from the capital of Syria, but thie Holy Spirit had said (Acts xiii: 2):
'Separate nme Barnalbas axîd Saul for the work ivhereunto I have,
callcd tliem." Tfhe undertaking thon wvas wholly the Lord's, and H1e

knwfroin the 'be'ginning whviere Hie would, send tliei, and in. whiat
order it w'as to be donc. And wvas flot thie tribulation thlat, aroe
about Stephien permittcd in order tîxat th e disciples ig lit hoscattered
abrond, froin Jerusalci sooner thian they would have geone of thieir
own accord ? This Iaiv of idvance thon, ln regard to communities,
was froin God. Was it othcrwise in regard to individuals ? Was it
not tlue Angel of Jehovah wio, spoke unto Pliilip, saying (Acts viii:
26), «Arise, and go toward the soutbi, unto tlue way tbat groeth down,
fromi Jeruisalem unto, Gaza," w]ulere H-e liad brouglut a mian of Ethiie-
pin, a eunioli of great authiority under Candace, fixe qucen, to request
froin Hlmin the kiiowledgc of Jesus ? (verse 31). And wvas it net the
saine Goa (Acts x: 1-20) who niovcd Cornxelius to sond. for Peter, and.
bide Peter go te, Cornelius, notbingr deubting? Thus, wvhilc Paul
wvas divinohy led along bis cekeo pathi ail the -%vay round to
Corintlb, arrangemnents wec made u.) send the gspel as far as Ethio-
pin on one side and. Italy oil the othoer. In ail thoso things ive bave
clearly revealod the dlivine law of advancc lu the Ký,ingdemoi of God.
lis tliat law becii changea? If flot, thon it, la just, as plWnly
revealed by tlio Spirit hiow thue kingdoin is to advance lu otir day, as
nie lias rccorde tie law of tiat advance, lu tixe aays of thie Apostiesq.
Anîd iviat Goa bias se, unmistaik.bly arranged, lot ne min presuuie te
disarn go.

Woe arc net, te, evangclize our ewni ceuntry first, and thon afer
tha-t txxrn our attention te the rest of the -%verldl, but -%ve a.11e te wverk
iftor ic pattern sot beore us lu Holy Scripture, aiid tluat both iiu the
Old Testanlient, and the IN-ew.


