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Taurus range to distant Antioch of Pisidia, more than halfway to the
Grecian Archipelago—that, too, though Tarsus, the birthplace of Paul,
stood in a dircet line between the two Antiochs, and the apostle must
have yearned to preach the gospel to the associates of his childhood
and his nearest kindred. After leaving this latest missionary centre
it would seem as though Paul was very anxious to make the regions
near by partakers first in the grace of the gospel, but in two consecu-
tive verses of the Acts of the Apostles (xvi: 6, 7), we are told, first,
that he was forbidden of the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia,
and then, when he and his associate essayed to go into Bithynia, the
Spirit of Jesus suffered them not to do that, but, instead of either, he
was divinely directed to find his next field of labor in Macedonia,
and this reminds us that this whole line of movement from the begin-
ning had not been left to chance, but was from first to last under the
immediate guidance of the Spirit of God. It was not the Church at
Autioch that chose Pisidia as the field to which Paul should be sent
from the capital of Syria, but the Holy Spirit had said (Acts xiii: 2):
#Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whercunto I have
called them.” The undertaking then was wholly the Lord’s, and He
knew from the beginning where He would send them, and in what
order it was to be done. And was not the tribulation that arose
about Stephenpermitted in order that the disciples might be scattered
abroad from Jerusalem sooner than they would have gone of their
own accord? This law of advance then, in regard to communities,
was from God. 'Was it otherwise in regard to individuals? Was it
not the Angel of Jehovah who spoke unto Philip, saying (Acts viii:
96), « Arise, and go toward the south, unto the way that goeth down
from Jerusalem unto Gaza,” where He had brought a man of Ethio-
pia, a cunich of great authority under Candace, the queen, to request
fron Him the knowledge of Jesus ? (verse 31). And was it not the
same God (Acts x: 1-20) who moved Cornelius to send for Peter, and
bade Peter go to Coernelius, nothing doubting ? Thus, while Paul
was divinely led along his checkered path all the way round to
Corinth, arrangements were made & send the gospel as far as Ethio-
pia on one side and Italy on the other. In all these things we have
clearly revealed the divine law of advance in the Eingdom of God.
Has that law been changed? If not, then it is just as plainly
revealed by the Spirit how the kingdom is to advance in our day, as
He has recorded the law of that advance in the days of the Apostles.
And what God has so unmistakably arranged, let no man presume to
disarrange.

We are not to evangelize our own country first, and then qfter
that turn our attention to the rest of the world, but we are to work
after the pattern set before us in Holy Scripture,and that both in the
Old Testament and the New.



