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authority for Christian missions, but their very program. Whether the
reader accepts it as so designed or not, it is very remarkable that in this
passage of Scripture there are indications, very marked, of a definite plan,
and & plan which both agrees with the teachings of other Scripture, and
which thus far exactly corresponds with the facts, and is indeed their only
adequate explanation or solution. To this plan or program of missions,
there appear to be three very conspicuous stages. To a student of the
Greek, this is even more apparent than in the English :

TIPQTON, '0 Ococ emeoxeyaro Aafsw € efvaw 2cov eme T4 ovopart avrov

META TAYTA, avaorpeyo,
Kat avotkodounow T okqvgy Aaud Ty wErTwRVay

K@t T8 KATECKAUUEVA QUTHE QVOIKOOONI0W
xat avopfuow avryy,
OIIQZ AN, ex{prpowow ot karalotwol Twy avlpurwy Tav Kuptov,
kat wavre va vg €4’ ovg emicekAnTat o ovoua fay e’ avrog,
Agyet KupLog, 0 TOLWY TaVTE YYWETA ar’ atwvog,

This cannot, perhaps, be presented in the English, so as to show
equally well the poetic parallelism which pervades its structure, but it
may be well to exhibit it as best we may :

¢ Stmeon hath declared how, at the
First, God visited, to take out, from the nations,
A people for His name ; ’
APTER THIS, I Will return
And will build again the Tabernacle of David,
That which is fallen down,
And the ruins thereof I will build again,
And I will set it up ;
So TaAT, The residue of the Adamic race* might seek the Lord,
And all the nations upon whom is called My name,
Sarrr THE Lorp, He who doeth these things
Known from the age.”

Here it requires no ingenuity to find three marked steps or stages in
God’s plan for this world :

1. The work of this Gospel age, visiting the nations to gather out the
ccclesia, a chosen people for His name.

2. The rebuilding of the fallen Tabernacle of David, out of its very
ruins, and its restoration, like a fallen tent, to its upright position.

8. The way thus being opened for the residue of the Adamic raceto
seck after the Lord, a greater body of believers than ever before, wil
be gathered from the nations.

And if all this outgathering of a believing people ; this ultimate res-
toration of David’s Tabernacle, with the reorganization and reconstruction
of the Hebrew state, and the final embrace of the nations of the world in
redemptive purpose—if all this seems not only inscrutable but incredible,

. *Compare Amos 9: 11, 12, where Zdom should read Adam.




