
860 and -llerit T/eories of Partial Jnslpialoz.is

bc'twceil theti, -and tho ra variety of mental culture wbich tbey
enjoyed "iThey w~ere iieii," say8 an eloquentt Amieica.,n wvriter, "o0f
every -rade, both of inteifret anmd culture, fromi the sage who wvas
versed in aIl the loue of 1"gylpt, and the orator whio sttudied ait the
feet of Gaiadiel, to the towly heî'dsinein of Te<oî, and the tiflettm'ed
fishierimeii of Galilc. They wvere fi>tîîd ih every part of the CivUjized
Nvorld from tliu teiiled m iini of' th.3 Soleiiii Nue, te the shady
b..nlzs of the Iordly .Euphrates, frorn the lonely sain "s of Arabia and
the rocky deserts of Jîmâca, t'O tho ,Netropolit.tii sp)indoturs of Jerus-
alemn, Ephlesus, Corinth anmd Ilonie. They wcî*e traitied under every
sehlool of belief froin thie dreamny Paîîtheisiii of Central Asia anid the
gigrantie astrologies of Egpto the~ gogon )olYtlieisifl of Greece
cnd the godîcsEiîrair of Romne. Tlîcy ruii throuigh fifty

o~nerîlti0fls of the Illimami race, f rom the sgre who wvrote and the
bard whio sting, six liundrel yvars before yegîsgave bis laws or
Iloînler turncd Ili.- !Yre, to the lonely exile of Pattinios, who saw the
splcîîdid suinset oi* tie Augustam day of liheratureý and art. They
gatve as every species of compilositioni froni tmo.so daring Iyrics that
secîni witten to tic awvful Ilotes of tuie wlîirlivind, or the terrible
crashl of the thunder to the irncst jejîune gefienlog(ies to thi most,
iroinjointed frame-wvork of argulmenît. Thcy ahlude to every delpart-
Ilacut of nature frorn Aretu rus aîid Orion to the liles of the ticld."

ŽNow why have wve not froi these writers, living in an obscure
Corner of the world, and amiong a p)eople that mocdernî cri ticisrn would
hiave us to bolieve of rader eharacter, sncbl errors ýand contradiction.%
of science as in other writer.î? Whyv have wve not sticbl cosinogonies
astfliose of Rleriod and Ovid? Wby hai.vew~e not from tlhem a ,systemi
of Thieology3l bound uP wvithl a s stein of natlîr-11 Phiilosoply, whiech
one view throughi the Teleseope is sufficient to oveî'throw ?Wh
liave wvo net SUCh ineredible tales as in. the N'aturai Histories of
Aristotie and Pliîîy? Wliy have we not sueli wretclied fiables as are
te be found in the Apocryphal grosp)els ? Wby hiave 'o not such
silly conceits and suelb downrighlt errors as are to be fouind in the
writings ef thie. iwrly Christian fathcrs? WIhy ha't e we flot suchl ab-
surd views of the earth as are exhîbited in the Koran of Mahomet,
wbichi represents moutîtains being made to hinder the earth from
rnoving, and representing it as held by anchors and cords 1 Or te
Corne to more modern limes, wvhy have xve not suclh Cosmogonies
as those af Buffon, Werner aixd Hutuon, and such explanahion, of
natural plienomena as the flippancy of Voltaire Iî<as given of the
fossils of the earth ? Why is it, in short, that Wký'ile every other
production exhibits error ta the sîaceeding generations that wvould
at once overthrowv aIl dlaim to Inspiration, the Bible not only ex-
hilhit& no such errer in its 50 authors, its 66 books, its 1189 chap-
irs and ils 31,173 verses, but is found shining more brightly by
tiery new addition ta human knowledge.


