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Seeking Ramorgny, Rothsay communicat-
ed to him the intentions of his mother,and the
commands of his father and thé‘na_{i«ig’p, ‘gnd
asked his advice in so trying an cmerggpey.

‘By your father's crewn,’ cried Ramorgny,
* sce nothing for it but to obey. The difli-
eulty liesin the eelection; for, if T am able
1o appreciate the beauty of wowan, thou wilt
have to choose between a crow and a rodk.—
Bl:zabeith of Dunbar 1s the descendant of
Black Agrnes, who defended that old castle,
it the days of the second David, against the
armsof the Duke of Salisbury ; and Elizabeth
of Douglas cannot fuil to have in hersome
portion of the blood of the black Barl, who
fell in Spain, trusting to the protecting charin
of Rubert’s heart, which he carried with him
i a casket. Sc thou seest the black choice
thou hast got; and the matter is not mended
by having two in thy option, if the »old pro-
verb earries fuith, which sayethy that, * Two
blacks will not make a white.””

“ By the fakh of a prince,” replied the
Buke, “it is a black business; but thou hast
Leen talking genealogically, good Ramorgny,
while I wished to have thy opinion physical~
ly. Blood doth not follow the highlaw of
the mountain strecam, by getliug more
naddy as it descends—neither are men and
women of the natare of the gaffled cocks we
used to fight at the mams on the inch of
Perth, which send down their fighting pro-
peusitics o the tenth galiinaceous generution,
The two Besses may be whiter than their
progenitors, and of less pugnacious propensi-
tica??

“Ha! thy argument, good licutenant,”
eried Sic John, © hath the goodly property of
proving two things:—In the first place, It

_proves that the two Besses may have white
‘skins; and, sccoudly, that thou mayest have
a white liver; for, if ecurage hath no des
cent but in cochs, thou cans! not boast of
Lavisg the heart of the frst Robert I

“ flold f thou art too severe,” cried Roth-
gay, * and not logical. Thou art mixing up
actuality with potentiality—for that my liver
is not white, iz proved by the blue evidences
1 painted on thy back when, in the gipsy tem
at Bothwell, 1 fought thee for a kiss of the
brown morris dancer, Marion of Leghorn,
who, having given me the reward of my vie-
tuty, dressed thy wounds for pity’s sake, and
thhen cudgelled thee for mine.”

~

Prince of Scotland.

“ could turn thy argument aguine the s
answered Ramorgny ; * for thy coursge wa
so much ot {anlt that thou didst require ¢4
aid of an ltalian moriis-dancer 10 do dy
which good King Robert would have dog
himself. But we have wandered from e
two Besses, whom it now behoves us 1o tage
up, and treat with more respeet. Whati
thy course ¥

“ As lieutcnant of Scotiand, T commissior
thee Sir John de Ramorgny, 1o repair to th
castle of Dunbar, and, thereafter, to thats
Douglas, to examine the persons of Biizabet
of Dunbar and Elizabeth Devglas—to nax
the height of their persons—the hue of thet
skins—the colour of their eyes—and the
ture of their dispositions—and, thereaficr, ¢
report as becometh a trusty and faithful cow
missioner of the King.”

“Phou shalt be obeyed™ answeied Dx
morgny ; “ bat if the commissioner mayt
allowed to judge of the matter of his misior
I would snggest thai, in my opinion, the
hast left cut the must imporant part of s
instructions.” '

“What is that? inquired the Prince.

“The Dowery, to be sure,” answer
Ramorguy. * What are complexions
dispositions to golden neres? What can
the housewife, who wanteth strong bral
for the colour of the capon's tail 7 hat”

“ We will leave that w the Queen,” s
the Dule, “Her Majesty wisheth to pute
up to sale, and knovk me down tothely
est bidder.  WWe can bring the Earlsto wii
in a {ew acres of cach other, and of thet
pigeons, both equally fat, ard brought b
cqually within shat, I, to pleaseny fait
may sirike the fairest,” ’

Ramorgny was satisfied, and proceeded.
Lis mission. He firstwent to the resiense’
March, which, at that time, was inacs
situated near the town of Dunse; theoa
of Duubar baving been, during the i
wa'rs, so much shattered that it required
be put in astate of repair. Ramorgny'si
procured him admittance to the family ofi
Euwrl, and his intimacy with Rothsay v
sullicient recommendation to entitle hin,
the greatest attention and respect. Na
viewed his visit as one of examination ¢
discovery, and took the precaution to piek
his daughter to treat him as the {riend2
confidant of her future husband. A &
dinner was got up in honour of the hnight



