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wide intervale of time, in a perioti excccding ftf.
teen huandrod ycars, coinpioscd an diffcreaat latigîa-
gos and in ilitrèrent statos of tile saille languinge,
l'y aucn of varinus habits, and talente, nt condi-
tions of liro. It is obvious fliat al tîtose circaam-
stances ought. ta bc talion into account iii ordcr to
tlîc just. interpretatian of tîtoar writings, and flhnt
iiiany obscuritics may ariso from flic nuglect of
this. Every persan acquainted with diflcrcnt Ian.
guagcs knows itow mn a tlaang it ie ta transfuse
thec bcautics, andI cncrgy, and precise signification
of ono langîtaga into anather ; anad this difficuit.
niccty may bc supposcdl groater in regard ta dcad
languages in proportion ta thoir antiquity :
and if no, it main press most lic.avily upon transla-
tions from Ilebrcw, tlie mcst ancient language of
wlich we have any information. Naw it dons of-
ton happcn that obseurittes in tIse translation are
remaved by a critical acquaintance with the ori-
giual languages, by a Jwowledgc of tho antiqui-
ties, manncra and custame of tlio several ages in
wlaich tlie books were written, anti of the nations ta
wlaich flic7 wcre addrcsscd. flosides, an exten-
sive acqusitance waa.h mon andI tlaingé, of tlic mna-
tives by which they are actuatcd, withi thc various
moral snd physical, causes by wvlich; they are in any
degroe affectcd, rnay ail bc.rcndoed stabservicait ta
the clucidation cf heavenly truth, anti prcparc us
for receiving due sdvantagc froin it. Indecal, it
anay ho asserted, that thne hiaglar aur intellcctual
powers are impraved, andI the marc extensiveoaur
Jcnowledge je in evcry subjcct, af lauman thought,
theo botter qualiflcdl will we bc, if we are actuatcd
.by a sicre lave cf trutît, and witla humble piety,
for receiving this light froin hoavon. Tise
otrengthon theo intellectual vision, andI enable us te
take ini a %vider range of abjects, andI ta examine
these objecte wvitln greator accuracy, which are pro-
pased ta the underetnnding, ivhiethcr they belon-
te thec province cf rcason or faitn.

Perhaps it rnay be objcctod ta titis, that a reve-
lotion which requires sucn bigla attainments ta un-
derstand, and ta profit by it, ita any conasiderable
degree, eau nevcr ho intended for the gecral good
of man, ae it can néver be expected titat tlie gene-
rality cf men, in tihe proserit condition af tlic wor]dl
will ever passese theése attainaments. Tiais objc-
tien has ia realitv very little woighlt, andI it appies
equaiiy ta tie mnost useful sciences and arts of
life. If tite mariner were ta refuse ta practice tîte
rules cf navigation beccause bo did not kaow tlte
demonstrations on wltich, thocy are founded, there
would bc an endl te navigation andI commerce. If
the patient refused ta foliow tîte prescriptionas of
lais pisysician til lite was instructeti as ta tlac coin-

position anti nature cf tite varions modicine np.
pointcd for Iaim, nu tuseir mode of praducing the
.lesircd efet, doatit migit overtako andI plinip
ltia for Jais sccpticism. Titis objctnion appios ai.
no ta tho wlaolo scîteme of providence am it regardb
Itaman afluira. Why lms tite Creator ausiganeo to
one naan a more capaciaus mind than ho has bo.
sitowcd upon anaatltr? WVhy ha@ ho granted to
anc man icisure andI mens for improvemont in
linnwlcdge, wlaale tîte multitude are wholiy cmi.
ployed in insnuai occupations?1 Iaw is itpermit.
ted in a world superintended by an impartial Gloï.
ernor, that the few exorcise, dominion over tic
many 1 le wlaa would advance as argument
againet claristianity that it cannot hoe framn GotI, lie.
cause ta theo multitude it is knawn oanly ia part,
may with cquai reason, abject ta the scineme of
providence, and mnuet maintain oonsintoncy by
plunging inta athicin-into the unfathomabe
abyss of universal scepticisin. Tii unequal dis.
tribution of religious lcnawledge cannoe ho otlier.
wise ia the prescat constitution cf things. As long
as flic child must icnow lae than the man, and the
aged man more than theo stripling-as long as mer.
are unequal in mental vigour, andI bcstow attention
andI diligence in various; degrees--as long ae thc
constitution of human society rilquires a division
andI commutation of la'.or--sa long muet titese itte.
qualities romain. llence titose wlao have no lieure
ta inqaire into tlic evidencos andI more difficuk:
parts of ecripture, muet bo guided in a great nies-
sure by titoir instructors, as they are by their gov-
ornors, legislators, gonerals and pînysicians.. And
aithugit thore be much, mnystory in religion, yct
the principal parts, tlc esentiel, doctrines cf it are
so plain, that tlte nxost knavish or ignorant instrue-
tor cannot misîcad any individual very widely front
practical trutît, if ie orly possese hais Bisble and
commion undcrstanding.

TMais assertion might ho the mare coafidcatly
matIe wcrc mon oniy to apply titeinivos ta the
study cf tîtat blessed book in a prapor bomper
of mind. M~any cf tlae diffioulties that attend the
study of revealed truta, arise fram the want cf a
te!mper and framie cf mind suitod ta tîte investiga-
tion of it. Mon are not easily brought; ta disccra
trutas wltich arc apposed ta prevailing passions
and inclinations ; andI yet it muet frequently hap.
pen froin tite ignorance andI dcpravity cf man, thatt
a rovelation nvhicht is pure andI divine wvill oppose
bis passions. AndI it might a wvcll ho expected
titat a mnan destitute of taste andI imagination
should rolisît the beautios of paetry, as that a man
of sensuial andI immoral habite should relieb or per-
ceive the beautics; of rnorality antI religion. The


