230

wide intetvals of timo,in a period excceding fif-
teen hundred yeass, coinposed n dificrent langua-
gen and in different states of the snme language,
by men of various liabits, and talents, and condi-
tions of life, It is obvious that all these circum-
stances ought to be taken into account in order to
the just interpretation of their writings, and that
many obscurities may arise from the ncglect of
tins. Every person acquainted with different lan-
guages knows how nice a thing it is to transfuse
the beauties, and encrgy, and precise signification
of oneé language into another; and this difficult
nicety may be supposcd greater in regard to dead
langusges in proportion to their antiquity :
and if so, it must press most heawily upon transla-
tions from Hebrew, the mcst ancient language of
which we have any information. Now it docs of-
ten happen that obscurities in the translation are
removed by & critical acquaintance with the ori-
giual languages, by a knowledge of the antiqui-
ties, manners and customs of the several ages in
which the books were written, and of the nations to
which they were addresscd. DBesides, an exten-
sive acquaintance wich men and things, of the mo-
tives by which they arc actuated, with the various
moral and physical causes by which they arcinany
degree affected, may all be rendered subservient to
the clucidation of heavenly truth, and preparc us
for receiving due advantage fromit. Indeed, it
may be asserted, that the Ingher our intellectual
powers are improved, and the more extensive our
knowledge is in every snbject of human thought,
the better qualified will we be, if we are actuated
.by a sincere love of truthyand with humble piety,
for recciving this light from heaven. ‘Thesc
strengthen theintellectual vision, and enable us to
take in a wider range of objects, and to examine
thesé objects with greater accuracy, which are pro-
posed to the understanding, whether they belong
to the province of rcason or faith,

~ Perhaps it may be objected to this, that a reve-
Jation which requires such high attainments to un-
derstand, and to profit by it, in any considerable
degrec, can never be intendedfor the general good
of man, as it can never be expected that the gene-
rality of men, in the present condition of the world
will ever possess thése attainments. This objecs
tion has in reality very little weight, and it applics
equally to the most uscful scicnces and arts of
life. If the mariner weére to refuse to practice the
rules of navigation because be did not know the
demonstrations on which they arc founded, there
would be an end to navigation and commerce, If
the paticnt refused to follow the prescriptions of
liis physician till he was instructed as to the com-
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position and nature of the various medicines ap.
pointed for him, and their mode of producing the
desired effect, death mught overtake and punish
him for his scepticism. This objection applics al.
20 to tho whole scheme of providence as it regards
human affsirs. Why has the Creator assigned to
onc man a more capacious mind than he has be.
stowed upon another? Why has he granted to
one man lcisure and means for improvement iy
knowledge, wiile the multitude are wholly em.
ployed in manual occupations ! Iow is it permit.
ted in a world superintended by an impartial Gov.
ernor, that the few cxercise dominion over the
many? He who would advance as argumen
against christianity that it cannot be from God, be-
cause to the multitude it is known only in par,
may with equal reason, object to the scheme of
providence, and must maintain consistency by
plunging into athcism—into the unfathomable
abyss of universal scepticism. This unequal dis.
tribution of religious knowledge cannot be other.
wise in the present constitution of things, Aslons
as the child must know less than the man, and the
aged man more than the stripling——as long as mer
arc unequal in mental vigour, and bestow attention
and diligence in various degrees—as long as the
constitution of human society requires a division
and commutation of labor—so long must these inc-
qualties remain. llence those who have no leisure
to inquire into the évidences and more difficul:
parts of scripture, must be guided in a great mea.
sure by their instructors, as they are by their gov-
ernors, legislators, gencrals and plysicians.. And
althvugh there be much mystery in religion, yot
the principal parts, the essential doctrines of itare
so plain, that the most kuavish or ignorant instruc-
tor cannot mislead any individual very widely from
practical truth, if he only possess his Dible and
common understanding.

This assertion might be the more confidently
made were men only to apply themselves to the
study of that blessed book in a proper temper
of mind. Many of the difficulties that attend the
study of revealed truth, arise from the want of 2
temper and frame of mind suited to the investiga-
tionof it. Men are not casily brought to discera
truths which are opposed to prevailing passions
and inclinations ; and yet it must frequently hap-
pen from the ignorance and depravity of man, that
a revelation which is pure and divine will -opposé
his passions, Andit might as well be expected
that a man destitute of taste and imagination
should relish the beauties of poctry, as that aman
of scnsual and immoral habits should relish or per-
ceive the beautics of morality and religion.  The




