
TIIlE iRESIBYTElIIAN.

IL Tho seconid poitwe wereto cousider
vas the reiationshtip between Christ and
jiiose io do the wiii or* God : Il whoso-
ever sliatH du the %vii1 of Gode the saute is
niy i>rotiaer aîid iny sister aînd iiiot!ier."
Thecre aîre tiwo main fimttures iii rciationship)

1-y kiîrdnans îad affection; we
may eciîîsider botli tiosoe te have lieoîa
muncît b)v our Saviour wlieh spoke tlius.

(1.) -A isiothcer, a sister, a brother is a
neIr relative; so Christ iooks upon the
rigliteous as ncariy calnnocted with liiinsclf.
lie wvouid tnt have evcn lais nearest k-ind-
red after tihe flesh thioughIt to ho iiaore

-Closci joia to lahaii tlian those wviio houard
bis vror<l and kcpt it. Ile owns sucli as
lus. They bling te ltini, and arc reiatied
Io Mina.

(2.) But iicarncss is oniy a part of rela-
tioliip: thcre is affection aiso. It is a

c'onixiaon exrs Iotiiose 'who arc ricar
and dear to ii:," bezause even tlic %voridly
livc a ntir.l !uvc for tlîiit kindred. Ilow
inucli more tiiot is tlîcrc love betwcn
Christ ;and those whiona lic calis brcthircn !

Our Saviour assures us, thercforc, that al
-wlo du thec ivili or' God i re dcar to liinu,
and de.ir te) hini on tiiat very accounit.
This is not a relationsiîip without love. 11e

leves, tleil an d tiacy love hini. Tiacy love
Maini bcc-uîse lic farst Iovcd thcm.

111. let us .now try to draw from titis
eulbjcct senie motives and encouragcmients,

(1.) Men tliink înuchi or any conneection
witii imn grans.To bc raoarly rc-

Iutcd te one of high tank or grrcat infl uence,
iow grcat -an honour is; it conidecd!
hîew thien ou2lit e te prize theo lonour or

biný- adnaiittd into ncar reiatio'îsiaip with
tlc ito a Jcsus ? V'kî1 nay 'WC count car-
Felckes unwortiay or esuch in honour, wll

îîîay theiac ry tiaougit or it hnumble us.
Yct Christ iiîsei «ivcs titis lioneur ti) tue

£a.ithiful ervants of God. Ltt us believc,
irubracc, and rejoice

(2.) A.aii. wc çan noer think ourâcircs
tee~leciyconnelcc with tiiesc carflily

fricnds wIiont WC dcariy love. Artythin-
:bacstbiilae th conecienand strcrig a-

e Ustc bond is souglit and valucd. If
wC love Christ 1 theu low Muist WC rej6ic
at titis deciaration, Il Whosecr e hal do

4.i1 wihl o? Goa, the Saine is my brotbcr
und miy sistor ana matiter." .And wliat a

n.i s h=fo s*4lans MoQst carnestly
tiiit more of thaut character may bco ours !

(.1.) Wc arc eccustomed to -,cck honrour
froin ac.ýnncction witii the grcut, and tbc
gaifcation or affetion fri ;in union

'mitia thos WmC love, tIïough WC L-now thtat

tItis lioneur and picasure can ho but 1ulr a
littie whie. With whiat carnestncss then
should ive scck a relatioaiship) to Christ,

wliohi once forined, %vill iievor ccaso!
Dcatli wili take us away froin ail hoîjioure,
anid sover us (at ist fiar a tinte) frott al
the delig its or' affcctionatc intercourse: but
it wilI but brin- us iteurer to Ch I ft
niot ive are rtcga.rdcd by bitai as lais brctliren,
tlicn doatia %vill carry us itato a cioscriiiter-l
course îvitli Min than even titat relation-
shipi could furiaisi on carth. And titis in-
tcrcoursc wviii hast for cver. A-c iftric a

:and throughi coutl-;. ag it wviii forisi our
unutterable lia.ppiaac-ss.

(4.) But tiacre is a solin titougit con-
nected ivitii titis. As titis relatioillJip to
christ ilil nver end1, so separatioui front

Iiii» lircafter wiih also bc for ever. Ir we
do not bccoiaîo uiatcd to Christ huc, ire
inust bc partcd front hiitu thirougioaît ctcr-
nity. This is a solcoxun thouglit, niid yet
mnore solciian ivhcni we think again of the
strictiicss of the distinaction bctweeaa tiîose

ivlbo serve Cod and tiiose wlao serve haini
not. - "Wosocver shiail do the wili or
Goal the saine is iny brotiior and my sister
and aniotiier' But itt. becoaxcs of ill
who do unt do ie ivili of Goa ? Wiat is
thecir preîcnt.st.ite, iat iii dr cxpcctations
for the future? Tiacy are licre distiîictly
scparated froa flic rigliteous, and se thoy
ili bc for ever! Thicy aric nùt Christ z;

nOW, tlîey 'aili have noe portion in laint
liecafler. 0 consider titis ye wahto aire not

doitng tbe 'will of Codi, nt rin you
hicarts to 1dm, itot seeking liie salvaion.
Think wiaut it i., te ho with'out Christ
bere and tiaink whaat, it wihh bc te bc
witliout Mdin 'hercafter! Whcere but in
Christ L5 comfortt and peace, and joy'?
whîcbut il hui is a refuge froua the

stormn of Ged's wrath ?
(5.) Observe that, ail aîaay coule 'within

the scope o? tUtis designation. Whoso.
crer slial do the wili o? G;od." WVc all
havc opportunities of doing thtat wiii; it
dffs net rcaluire high s-tation or a ;vide
sphcrc; not au heur passe in waicla WC do
net ail find sometyhiing te be donc or conte-
thîins te bc rcsistcd for God. Riglît and
wrong arc continuahy'.se-t beforrc us for our

choce. Sinful ltemper,-, cvii thaoughtee c-,r-
rupt inclinatioTIs. bad habits, outwara
snarc :and temlatienq, arc seino of the

thn-iwt repet to which Wmnayeither
dor ntdo the wili o? God.. The poorcet

and hurnblcst wAuy bc deing flic will of Goa
as Miaou =s te grcatet end nobkst. It is
a comt'ort te *ny one whe loves Goa tiat


