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HOME IIISSION FIELD IN
NEV/ BRUNSWICK.

The following extract of a letter from
one of the ministers in New Brunswick
will give some idea of the necessities of
the vast Homo Mission field, and the
neced for more vigorous effort if the Pres-
byterjan Church is to strengthen her
stakes, and lengthen her cords in that
Province.

“Now with a few, words.xegarding the
necessity of a Church Erection Fund to
the futorargrowth dvfélopment of Prés
bytenanism in New Brunswick, I will
close this rambling tetrer.

And first I will refzr to an example in
the East} gshowing how the growth of
Presbfterianism hay been retarded by
the wintiofsuch s fund, and then shew
the need of some of our weak congrega-'
tions and apission stations in-the>presentt.

A congregation not a.great many years
ago in a.central part of our provinee was
compelled to mortgage their church.
After some time the mortzagee wa.ited
his money but the con.regation was not
able to rbise it. They sent a deputy
to Pretbytary asking for advice and as.
sistance, but that body not having any
funds at ity disposal. were' unahle to do
anything. The result was that the church
was sbld to meet that claim and the
congréZation turned out of doars.

That byildilig now belonus to another-
deromifintion into the pommunion of
which £He reater pa.t of tue congrega-
tion, once Presbyterian, have gune. And
now they have, I have been informed,
the most Huarishing congregation in the
Provines;

A P‘z')f;}b{zeﬁnn congregationin Provi-
dence, R. I., last year,was similarly sjt-
uated. Their church wus largety. in debt.
They f6]L thoy cotld not tett theid
claimng, -2 tatked seriondly of allowing
their Glivrcli-tobe $5ld when throuzh the'
intercession of Presbytery the Bo.rd of
Chuarch Er#ttion ~stepped* in and gave’
them &' tant which so stimulated the’
people that in less than six months they’
bad pal® evéty cent of their in Icbtedness

WeVhged alst in,our. vinge other
chumﬁl’?\y}ﬁc}x would eitHer )w.ff docay-
«d &l(:ij};l; T
p etedarbien so X.gnder the auctieneer's
hamnmdt il ot the pastorg goue vutuide.
of thekrowh conizrezotions to walcet thee
funds necdisary to complete the taniding,

AnFMRL furthor, we have within the

‘0w, before the y w.cocom- |.

THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN,

bounds of our Presbytery, the Presbytery
of St. John, a.young minister settled as
pastor over a congregation which does
not own a house of worship. Their pas-
tor, an earnest and devoted young man,
told me some time ago that they intend-
ed to make an efiort to build a church
but he feared the result as there were
none 1 his congregation wealthy, and
they found it pretty difficult to fulfil
theﬁ" engagements to him at present;
they are either compelled to worship in
school-houses, private houses, public
halls, or await the convenience of other
denominatious which are kind enough to
allow them the use of their churches for
the time.

Then again we have groups of mission
stations within our bounds where the
work of our missionaries and catechists
is greatly retarded for want of suitable
houses in which to hold divine service;
not only is their work retarded, but, fn
many insteuces, whole families, who
have profited by their labours, are lost
altogether to the Presbyterian Charch
for waitt-of a-home. Some of-those groups
of mission stations, were we in a con-
dition to encourae them to build church-
es by giving them a small grant, would
very soon call pastorsand in a few years
become self-sustaining congregations.”

THE MAGDALEN ISLANDS.

Away in the Gulf of St. Lawrence sit-
,uated 50 miles from E. E. Islend and
over 100 miles from Pictou lie the M-g-
d 1 p Islands. They are said tobe thir-
t2en;in number and were discovered by
Cbdt on St. Magdalenes Day, hence their
name.

Upwards of 90 years avo several per-
sond from Nova Scotia and some families
t1e descendants of Avadian French emi-

' grated to these Islands. Their situnation
- as alfishing station being very favourable
doubtless formed & source of altraction
and fnduced these fanilies 10 settle in
this{solated region. “Whi'st their chief
- sourperof wexlsh dies in the sea yet there
are ferdile apotsavhera grainsand the po-
tatog flourish well thou~h agriculture
cantot. Ye - exdénsively pursued: Large
ynagtitiestaf fish ave caughtevery season
. by Americamand: Nova Scotian fishermen
- fu Whioh they ave well ramunerated.
T e population is about 5000 who are
: chie )ggo nan Catholies the Protestant
. portion mumnbsering, fice hundred.
. TEe spir. uil wante of the former are
(minQtersd 10 by Frensh priests- and:

.oply kave been established ~ i:ere the



