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courage. From being the most cruel, and
blood thirsty race (said to be) in all the
South Sea islands, and the most degraded,
they have become to be amongst the most
entle, refined, kind-hearted and willin
Christian people to be found anywhere ; acc
most generous to us and to distant churches
since ever they could earn a shilling. They
have paid iarge sums for printing and bind-
ing works of serviptwe and for M fen
houses, churches, and schoo! houses mnatersi,
and for houscr, boats, 1anks, etc., upon their
owa island ; have manned one large Mission
boat without any charge, (except fuod and
certain, small personul lesses sustained by
them) for over nincteen years, have per-
formed much labor in building keeping up
Mission building, school-houszes and making
of roads aud travelling over the island wiath
me to visit hesthen and Christian tribes and
carry medicine and BEuropean food to the
sick and dying, and huve hundreds of times
jutinerated without wme to preach to the
heathen, orspeak, or pray with them as soon
asaltowed, and they have gone with we to
settle out teachers, and visit them again
wheu sick, or to remove the poor widow and
children when death bad taken away the
husband and father, asd in how many other
ways they have aided us in ourdesive to xd-
vance God’s work among their degraded
countrymen. I cannoteven attempt to tell
nor will the Church ever know haif of what
they have done for heradvancement here or
to make our work, humanly speaking,
possible. '

But God-rewards all work done for the ex-
teusion of His Son’s Kingdom, and the good
of His people. He will not forget the work
g0 frecly performéd-by many Erromangaus,
however obscure they may be, and however
humble the’ service rendered. We have
passed long siq‘cé beyond the more stirring
and stimulating geriod-of the Miesion cause
at Erromanga, that is, t)me exciting time
whea the peoplp are chapging sides—are
leaving, in lr.c pumbers, the heathen party
and are joining the army of Christ and when,
in the full flush of enthusiastic zeal aad
warm first-love, oneonly requires to manage
and plan, and lead, and thoy will he found
ready and willing for any amount of mission
work ; and nothing is considered too much,
or difficult, or too d ngerous for them if
thereby they believe they can advance the
Mission cange, put down heathenism, glorify
God and please their misrionary and his
Church.

We bad our fnll share of those years on
thisisland. Ihave seen 200 people atthe
command of Norowo, a powerful old chief
for a Now Hebridian chief, and a fearless,
cruel old warrior, come forward in perfest

quiet and regular order, and lay down at my
feet all the chief’s and ull their own heathen
relics, of whatever kind. and after the Chief
had first dene so himeelf in the presence of
all his own people and before all my party
who accomp-nied me, they declared their de-
termination to give up f wever all hecethenism
and accept the religion of the Bible, That
was a grand sight wasitnot? We see no
sight like that nww simply becanse we have
passed the rapit trausition period and we
have long si ce entered upon the quict, less
showy, but quite as progressive, and perhaps,
more r-liable stage of planting a Church in
this distant and surpas-ingly beautiful
island ; which oh acconnt of the tragic scenes
which witnessed the brave attemp:s made
by those devoted and self-denying men and
women who in the face of opposition of sav
age men who secemed more hike devils than
bhuman beings, attempted to establish and
tot up the Kingdom of Christ—an island
which on account of its usique and tragic
bistory must ever be regarded with undying,
interest by a'l Christians everywhere while
the world lasts.

We saw over 500 people assemble in July,
1852, here, to witness the celebration of the
Lord’s Supper, aud when our little Martyr's
Memorial Church was found too small for
the congregation that moroing, we meton
the green sward ! se by,where the first Er-
romargan Elders were ordcined, and where
200 men and women, all Erromangans, sat
down together in peifect quietness and hap-
})}ncss to show forth the Lord’s death till

€ come.

But the one fact which made that neve
er-to be-forgatten meeting of such intense
in‘erest was that until very shortly bhefore
that grand and solemn sight mauny of the old
meo who sat down that morning to remem-
ber Christ till ke come again, were deadly
encmies, aud when at any time they did
meet it was on the battle field, in contesting
for a blondy crown with battleaxe, club,
spear, or the more refiued <savages’ breech-
loader which differed only inone particular
from the blackman’s club or spear, namely,
that it destroyed more precious lives—de
stroyed God’s image in His people !

At the Communion of July, 1852, two
sons and one nephew «f Kowiowi (the man
who murdered Jobn Williams on the 20th
Nov. 1839) sat together at the Lord’s Sup-
per, and there were some present who bad
been cannibale, and an old man who wit-
nessed the Martyrdom of Williams. He
also was blamed for being one of those chiefs
who resolved that James D. Gordon’s life
must be taken in order toatop the Gospel
spreading.  He also murdered o teacher the
very day James Gordon fell a martyr, avd ho

.



