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U ETROSPE'CT1VE OF EAST KOOTEN A.

,Notes of Its Miining Industry Teni Year Ago.

R ANIlMOOKl, EAST KOOTENAY, possa
two local week newspapers. Oe of ive, tIe
//erald, recently compllleýted its tenthl year. of

piblieationi in tliat progressive towin, and it mar iaked
Ile ocaîsion by publishiniig l erous letters froimi old
residents and other information relating to the dis-
trict ais it vas in tle niiiei js. As likely to be of
iiterest to its many reades, hie 31i.u.N Rt..colhas
iaide extracts froi the Ilerald concerning i ining,

Illen sal in compar'son w ith its consiable magii-
tilde and vaIlue to-<hiy. Teeextracets follow:

Froi a -"lZeview of Early Days," written hy ti
revered Fiather Cocoli anîld tirst puîhlislhed in ilte
1902) Christmais edition of the lerald, 110w r'eprinted

ly that jun:1il, the followig exeipt is miaide: "li
w'or'king foi' the in îdiais tle St. Eugene \lission did

lot liegleet tle whites, wlo were visited ait ti1
loimies regilai'ly twice a year', froil Winîdermîîeire, East
Kootenîay, to Nelson and Robsoi, \est Kooteiay.

Ili sieknless or' accident, the priests lad Ito act as doe-
tors o f le bodv as well as of hie soul. I'e prospects
oi Perriy Creek, Ile great North Star in i89S2, andI

the Sullivan grup shortly after, attracted mîei of all
iatioialities to tle district. T li 1ission be'iuig Ihenl.
tic central point, was the general reme7voiis, and
m1ianiy a ligit tle lioise W1as5 so0 r'ow'del tat it was

imipossible lo walk on tlle Iloolr witihoit stmppi on
soiie of tle fatigued mid sleeping travellers. M3iners

wei comhiiig to tli( Mi$SiuIito recevive iîedical tre'at-
ment front the fatlers, with the sehooI sisiers as
nuI rSes. It becaile iecessary tu put up a lie' alin d

lagl holise, with coifortable ous, which vas donie
in 1893. A larger andl better' elmureli was needeil, kit
wliere to fget Ilte imioivy wais a liard guestin to slve.
1)ivinle Providencecne to thev resenle. Th'lepret
told the Inidiais to prospect as the wlite men were
doing, and lot long afterwards Ilidiai Pete eaie in
witl a piece of gaIlenta tle size of ani egg, bilt woild
lot tell where lie lad fouind il. Ile said tle v had

always acused the ldiais of laziiess ; nîow l i
ed to sece what tle priests were good foi, aîimd ie

wished them to go and see wliere flie prosect wais.
This they did, in ciipany witi ~lr. .laiies Cronin,

iwlo hiapîîpened to b visitii.r the distit. Fathe
Coccola, unider tlie leadel'slip of Pete, left for' Moyi'..
Prospectors lial notice of iliat aiid were on Ithe wathl,
but were left beliniîd. lie place wlire Pelte liaid
founld thec ga1lna was nlot very enouaingbt thle
croppiigs were good inidieations, so tIire c laliils wiere

staked, tle St. Eugene, Peter and Loreto. Meii were
put to work aid tlle prospects took tli, appeaanee of
a mine, wliel ait. last was sold aid witli the proceeds
Pete had a bouse lmi *lt nild his farmîî sto.ked. ''li
balance Went to bild ftle b.'autifuil iew chnrcli whiei
is Ile pride of the Tiiiiaiis and ftle a<diration of
tle whites.. . .. Ile coistructioli of the (I'ow's Nest
Pass railway nec'ssitated tie building of a larg--r

hîospitaîl, il 'tiowit nenn ai for 40 patients.
1)ur-iing n idei of fever, SI. patients were treatled

ait oie t ime, ai14 had t il nlot beein foir thle St. Eugenoie
ho'pital anid tle Sisters of Charity, wVhîo by thecir
devotion to tle si(.Ik w<oi the' ill<'t'tiioi of Ile public,
hulndreds of inlers and rilwaV.y mlen wouild have
peri'ished."

lin a laiidlatoi'Y iotice of tle laite Clonel Jailes
liker', who ii t85-19i wais provincial mlîinister of

mines, thIle //erad says: "lin 1884 Colonel liker
joiied his son, V. Ilyde liaker', ii Cainada, and to-

ger thlley joun'yed to liritisli Columbia, by wvay
ut' te lt'n ited States, cotii ii n ato Elast Kooteilay
w itlh a pa'k irainî via Saind Point, Idalo. Fir'st the
colonela'l tooîk up lanl on Skooktnchuck Creek, but
thi. was abandoied tle followiig! yeair, and what; is

ino w Craibrook was purchasd. . . . . 3.ihael h1?il-
lip, of Tobac'oPlailis, told Colonel iaker tiait lie
believed there was eoal in tle row"s Nest Pass, and
tile latter, ii eolipaily' wit Il li onbu. F. W. Ay'liner

andil tlie Ferii lirothers, immediately ut ienî to

prospect and find out whatt lie oal ialstlites really
w're. Il was sooi deonstratd tiait the seais were

of iminense size, alid tle fields w're veituaIly sold
lo tle Crow's Nest Pass Coal Topany. The dis-

ov'erv of coal il paying quantities in tle district

miaile lie fi dh- ent of a railwayi' a nîecessity. Colonel
liker' work'ed e<ar.1v aid laite to this end, wic eh l'-

(im' a fat in 18i9S, by tie opeliig of tle Crow's
Nest Pass railway.

E.. Elwell. of Cranbrwook, whlo ar1rived in Eaist Kýot-
etyi' in . lune. 1906, after telling of lis experienees
up1) till the tiloe ut coistrietioi of the Cow's

Nest r'aIilwa , says: 'Thien tle railway camne, dis-
turbing fl pec al cah of tle vaIller' of thle Koot-

ena-not thait if wasl't welcome-and witl it calle
thle ebng.Prseco s used into thle countrv
alil iiiiiiiig was tle absorbling topie aid eigagd the
aittenýiition of alI. This passed away, -0ig good
work done in tle shape of tle St. Egee, Nortli Star
anl Sullivan mines and other' developed prospects."

A. E. aitts says, in 'elating his early experienccs
inî tlhe distriet: "At that period tle total payroll ont
all ite wor'kinigs at or near' Mo3yie w'ouîld be about
$-2,000 per anl n. A very' few years aifter fliat fle
payroll amnioiited to n'arly $1,000,000 pe' anmna.

At the tiie spoken of .1aiies Cronin, flic original
1w, had two men ait wvork on tle St. lEuigenîe, and

Ite first tiie f liet himîî he wVaîs iiisielf packing sp-
plies up to tin ine. W\itli this tle ieaider cau

'ompare c'iditions to.daîy aîid the w'or'k going ont
arounid Movie. The St. Eugene las 18 miles of

unidei'ro d work, and is down 1,000 ft. hoN' the
level of flie lake anîd il lias in siglit ftle largest bodies
of clea1' silver-lead ore on the conitinent."

*.M. A. Reale says: "\Wlien 1 arrived in Fort Steele
in .aIy, 1S97, Souît hîeaîst Kootenlay was prî'aIetically

unknown ; Fort St'ele wais the only towl and its resi-
dlents were tlen congratulaitiig themliselves over thé

aniige in fle postal servie' fr'omi a iioitly to a
fortiiglt)y delivery, and fle mlîail was brouiglit in by


