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TAKE A VACATION.

The holiday season s now on and
there has already Deen a considerable
exodus from the prairle cities and
towns of the west to watering places,
mountain resorts and other places of
rest and recreation. The practice of
taking summer holidays is not com-
mon enough In the west. As a rule
the people of this country apply
themselves too closely to business or
other occupations and only at very
long intervals do they suffer them-
selves to have any relaxation with
change of air and scenery. This is
no doubt due to the fact that the
country is comparatively new and
most of its residents have but little
means and are struggling to get some
capital accumulated. They also make
the mistake of assuming that cash is
the only sort of capital that counts
for much, to the negleet of thelr
health, mental equipment, ete., which
are really of more importance, and
generally by the time they have suc-
ceeded {n securing what they con-
sider to be a sufficiency of capital they
find thefr health depleted and of in-
tellectual resources they have noth-
ing’ outside of a knowledge of their
business. Then comes the dispair-
ing search for these more esscntial
things without whica the possession
of money can yield but very little
pleasure. It is safe to say that there
are very few persons engaged in bus-
fness in this country, however much
may be depending upon their in-
atvidual eftorts who could mnot be
spared for at least a couple of weeks
during the year when Dbusiness Is
ﬁsual)y slack, and the Dbetter spirit
with which they would do their work
after a good ~holesome holiday would
more than make up for any losses
which may have been due to thelr
absence,

Most of the professional and whole-
sale merchants take a vacation dur-
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Ing the summer months every year
and they do not appear to suffer any-
thing in estate by reason of It. Some
of the leading retail merchants also
follow this practice, but the majority
of this class do not, excepting at rave
intervals. The salaried classes in
some branches of business also take
vacations each year, in others they
only do so occasionally. Not only
should the employer follow this prac-
tice himself, but he should make pro-
vision for his help doing so too. We
venture to say that no employer will
lose by such action. He Wil find
himself more than doubly repaid for
any inconvenlience arising from being
short of help by the better service
venderad all the rest of the year.
There are few people who can stand
the wear and tear of modern business
year in and year out without rest or
change without breaking down soon-
er or later.

Numerous short and cheap trips to
summer resorts are now avallable
from the prairle centres of the west
and there Is no onc whose means are
so limited that they cannot afford
some kind of a change. It it is only
a week or two of camp life at some
nearby lake or stream, the change
will do good. For those who can af-
ford a 7little more there is Killarney
Lake, Shoal Lake, Rat Portage, De-
troit Lake, the steamer trip to Fort
Francis on the Rainy River, or to
Grand Raplds on TLake Winnipeg,
Banff and numerous less widely
known resorts. The choice of trip of
course must be made according to
tastes and means, and may he varied
from Yyear to year until all these
places have been visited. The ef-
fect on both mind and body will be
found to be beneficial beyond all ex-
pectations.
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IRRESPONSIBLE PRODUCE
CONCERNS.

Complaints are again coming into
the city from country points of losses
to shippers of produce through frre-
sponsible concerns doing business
here. In some cases the losses have
been so serious as to cripple the mer-
chant whose bad fortune it was to
be the loser, but in most cases the
losses are only heavy ecnough to be
annoying. It is one of the bad feat-
ures of trading in this country that
there is so little difficulty in the way
of almost anybody embarking In busi-
ness without capital or experience and
obtaining almost any kind of goods on
credit, and there is no lne in which
this works more harm than country
produce. The goods are perishable and
once in the hands of 2 consignee are
completely at his mercy, the owner
having to accept whatever Is offered
him in the way of payment.as a rule.
There have always been some com-
plaints from country shippers as to
the way their shipments are handled
in Winnipeg—not all of which are of
course justified—and this year We
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hear more of these than usual. There
can be only one sure remedy for this
evil and it {s {n the hands of the
shipper themselves, that {3 to make it
a rigld rule only to entrust produce
consignments to responsible houses of
which there are and have always
been » number in Winnipeg. All other
persons or concern gollciting  ship-
ments of these goods should be re-
quired to pay cash in advance. To
select the good houses is not such a
ditficult matter as ft might seem
either. TReferences to banker of some
responsible jobbing houses should be
easily furnished if there is any ques-
tion as to the responsibility of the
concern,

A Western Man on the Crops.

Montreal Gazette: *I have been in
the province eighteen years, and there
is nothing in the present crop condi-
tlons to cause me to lose faith in
Manitoba.”

This declaration was made yester-
day Dby 8. A. McGaw, the secre-
tary-treasurer of the Dominion Ele-
vator company, and as he was seven
years with the Lake of the Woods
company, and six years with the Ogil-
vi> cempany. in Manitoba, it was re-
marked on ‘Change that Mr. McGaw
Lad a better knowledge of the exact
ceadition of things in Manltoba and
th> Territorles than any other man
12 the gauntry,

712 sayy that there has bean plenty
of rain i1 over the nrovince of Mani-
toba, but that it came too late to
help out the crop, which had matur-
ed a good deal earlier than usual,con-
sequently the Intense June heat kill-
ed the root. It had been an excep-
tional scason, he added, for instead
of ccming in June, 25 has been the
case for many years past, the rain-
rall did not take place till July.

Mr. McGaw'’s attention was called
to a recent statement made by the
Hon. Mr. Davidson, of the Manitoba
government, estimating a quarter-
crop, and he replied that there was a
general feeling that Mr. Davidson had
placed it a little lower than subse-
quent information would justify.

“And what is your-own opinion?”
he was then asked.

“I think,”* he replied, ‘‘that the
wheat crop of Manitoba and the
Territorfes will fall a little short of
15,000,000 bushels, against 34,000,000
for last year. I may say, however,
that the considerably increased acre-
age, in both the province of Manitoba
and the Northwest Territories, over
that of last year will help us out to a
very great extent.”

He then went on to say that there
was & certain amount of trade de-
pression in Winnipeg and the other
towns, in contequence of the short-
age In the wheat crop; but he did
not see wherein this was Justifled.
Merchants might, he said, be obliged
to¢ carry over more country accounts
than usual, but there was nothing in
the present outlook to make anyone
lose fafth in the country. .

Mr. McGaw then gave some very
interesting data regarding past crops.
In 18S9 the wheat crop amounted to
about 7,000,000 bushels. In 1SSG there
was also a shortage, yot in 1887 there
was the largest crop per acre the pro-
vince had ever produced, the figure
being about 30 bushels. Things, in
1886, were so bad that the farmers
had to kil thelr stock, as there was
no feed. There is, however, nothing
like this now, for the feed is excel-
lent, and a3s mixed farming 13 now
pretty general in Manitoba and the
prizes of cattle good, the farmers will



