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Crow’s Nest Railway Towns

Tue construction of the Crow's Nest
raitway has fed to the building up of
« numbzr of new towans in that hither-
to practicully unuaccessible region
Owing to the large deposits of coal
of gova. quality and the existence of
other vaiuable mineral deposiis, some
of these towns are likely to develop
into important centres within  a
few years. OUne of the new towns
which has particularly good pros-
pects 15 LElko, & polut on the Crow's
Nest road in the district of Llast Koot-
enay B C. A folder descriptive of
the new town and district has recent-
Yy been issued by the Land Depart-
went of the C. P, Re

Ilke 1S situated at the crossing of
tke Fik River. The valley of the Llk
Ener, down whieh the railway is car-
ried for forty miles, here me into
the great valiey of the Kootenzy. ‘Ithe
valley averages about two miles in
width above Llko. The {lat bettom
lands shuw  their xichness in the
growth of forest trees, conslisting of
cedar, fir, pine, spruce and tamaurac
These are raplaly belng removed to
supply the saw-mills located along the
river ana the land 18 belng quickly
vicarda by the action of forest fires.
The country, especially in the vicmity
o Xlko, ix one of extreme.beauty. The
grassy beuch lands are dotted over
with pmes.  The absence of under-
growth perigts an uninterrupied view
in cvery direction, and through the
groves ol plne can be seen on either
hard the sharp peaks of the Rocky
dountain, whiledooking up the vulley
glimines of the bright blue waters of
the river winding its way through
tedar corernd Jlats suggest sites for
the homes of the coming agricultur-
iste. To the tourist this district pos-
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sesses many attractions, and in ad-
dition to its picturcsqueness it is the
homo of big game, as the name of
thie town suggests. The Ik river s
well known as ouc of the best fish-
ing rivers in British Columbin.

The valley of the ik is capable of
supplying quite 1 number of secttlers
with homesteads. and before long a
thriving agricultural population will
spring up in the valley. which will
make Flko its market town. All the
clements required to constitute a rich
and progressive district are found in
tho valley of the Kootenay., these
comprise in part, a rich agricultural
soil. bunch grass lands, forests of mor-
chantable timber, plne, cedar and fir,
the minerals o commerce. gold, silver,
lead. iron and copper, and immenso
deposits of hituminous coal. Added to
this the country cnjoys a dry salub-
rious climate, favorable to health and

fruit growing. Placor mining for old
is carried on profitably on some of
the streams tributary to the Koote-
nay river. '

The coi! beds of the Crow's Ness
pass lie along the valley of the 1k
river and its tributaries. Mines are
Heing operated by the Crow's Nest Pass
Coal company on Michel and Coal
Crecks. The wmost important mines le
about twenty miles north of Llko on
Conl Creek. It has been demonstrated
that a coke superior to any manufac.
tured In the United States aud equal
to the best coke of Wales is obtained
from this coal. With coal and roke
clos¢ by and n magnificent water
power available, Blko stands & good
chance of becoming a  smelting and
sanufacturing centre.  Power could
ulse be cheaply generated at the falls
and transmitted to the mines in she
district.



