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DEGRADING THE WHEAT STANDARDS,

{Continued from page 462)

toba standards wore too high, It scems to be
imagioed by somno that the difference botweon n
low and a high standard comes out of the far.
mers. Tug CoMMERCIAL claimed last full, at
the time tho atandards were fixod, that any
geeat depreciation in the quality of the stan.
dards must bo met by a corresponding de-
precintion in the price of tho grade: The
grade applied to a lot of wheat cannot alter tho
quality uno jota, If our No, 2 hard were so re-
duezd in quality as to bo equal to our present
grade of No. 3 hard, No. 2 hard in such case
would only bo worth No. 3 bard price. It is
nonsense to suppdso that the farmers would re-
ceive velatively the samo price for the different
grades, if the quality of theso grades were ma-
terially reduced. The fact that Minneapolis No.
1 notthern wheat is now solling lowor than Chi-
cago No. 2 regular, amply proves this conten-
tion, There has been an ag'tation in ¥inao-
sots, just as there has been in Manitoba, to
redure the quality of the standards of the
differsnt grades, with the idea that this would
in some way benefit the farmera. Value for
value, however, is the uoalterable law of trade.
Buyers will pay for what they get, and if a No.
1 grade of wheatis only equal in quality to
another grade of No. 3, the prico will be in the
same proportion. Lhe reduction in the dinne.
sota standards was made owing to these outside
influences, the inspiction depariment there
being subject more to political than commercial
conditions. The price of poor wheat, however,
has not been increased by the degriding of the
standards so as to take in inferior wheat, as is
evident from the fact that the price of No. 1
northern Minneapolis wheat hes declinad rela-
tively to below the valuc of the standard
Chicag> grade of No. 2 regular.

THE ASSINIBOINE WATER POWER.

When the city of Winnipeg applied to the
Dominion Government for legislation enabliog
the city to utlize the water power on the
Assiniboine river hers, it will be remembered
that the goveroment refuséd to sanction the
constuction of any works which would interfere
with the navigation of the river. As the As-
siaiboine has not been pavigated since 1882,
this seems like a strict proviso. The construc.
tion of works necessary to util’zy the water
power, ars not 80 costly in themselves, but t>
constract such works and at the same time
provide for the navigation of the river, mikes
the undertaking vastly more oxpensive, as in
the latter case & canal woold have to be built
to overcome the dam necessary to util'ze the
power. There are achemes on foot to utilize
the Assiniboine for water power at other poiats
besides Winnipeg, particularly at Bzandon, and
it has been propoted that joint action be taken
by the towns and cities along the river to in-
duce the governmeat to declare the river a
closed stream so far as navigation is con-
cerned, at least temporarily. This woull
allow the construction of dams to ulilizs
the water power, without making it uec ssary
to build the expensive canals for navigation
purposes, which wo may add are not Jikely to

be of any use. The Asmintboino river, ay it
stands at present, is of little valuo as a navig-
ablo stream. Tho wator powor which it affords
at maoy points along its courye,is of far greator
value at thomoment than the prospactive ua-
vigablo valuc of the river, Wo thirk it only
reasenable that the government should agroo to
the proposal to closo tho stream for navigable
purposoes, at least temporarily, aad if at some
future date the government is propared to im

prove the stream, o as to render it really valu.
able for purposcs  m\vigation, then the neces-
sary canalscould b built where wator powers
have in the moantime beca dovelopsd. Tocom.
pel the construction of these canali now, when
thoro is no probability whatever that thoy will
be used for many yoars, is to impoje unneces.
gary burdens upyn progress, and particularly
iodustrial development in Manitoba.

Grocery Trade Notes,

Maoy grocers are complaining of dull trade
and the ioability of collecting accounta due
them. Thie is tho old satory told every year

about Christmas time. Presents must be bought
and the grocer, butcher and baker must wait
for the monoy due them.  Why not adopt the
casi systom and remedy this?

Where a grocer makes a mistake is to regird
a'l his competitors with ill-will. In this he is
at a disadvantage, as they are more numerous
than he is. There is a dacided gain in practis-
ing a neighborly “live and let live” policy, no
mattez what your financial condition might
enable you to do.—Retai! Grocer Journal.

The art of window dressing is understood by
but few grocers, says a contomporary, Tukea
walk along some of the principal streets, nnd
very few windows of grocery stores arc drossed
with an eye to the artistic. There is too much
sameness, too much lack of judgment in the
goods selected toattract and creato comment,

There is something in tho character of the
grocer's boy that we have always admired as
we have watched his career, and, when taken
into consideration with tho many offcnces that
are charged to him,we cannot help smiling at
the great responsibilities that ave laid upon his
young shoulders, but he bears them bravely,
and not infrequently makes the very best use
of his limited opportunitica. A careful investi.
potinn into the commercial careers of some of
« « uost succeesful and enterprising merchants,
would reveal the fact that they are indebted
for much of their success in life to the hard
Loocks they recoived, and the valuable
experience they ac.uired in the humble capa-
city of a grocers’ boy.—Chicago Grocers' Cri-
terion.

Goods that ave in brisk demand pay the besty
profit, says a contemporary. Such as accumu-
late dust, may be marked ata heavy advance
on cost, but they ure not profit gathorers.
Large sules, quick returns, amp.e protits follow
the sale of goods that move briskly. Thore is
an art in making goods, which ordinarily move
elowly, go out freely. Some articles sell thom-
selves, but most linos need pushiog.  Fancy
groceri:s are as of public admiration as a vain
perdon.  Why, then, place thom out of sight on
rear shelves or unconspicuons places?  Keep
them where people are forced to sce them.

How can the worth of a grocery clerk ever
be mado apparent to the employer unless he
{the clerk) be given an opportuaity to put his
ability into practice. Giving them such an
o?porzunity would often score to the benefit
of the grocer, and woull instil in the clocks
a far greater interest in the affairs of the store,
It does not follow that those who have
not sufficient capital to engage in business for
themselves, that on that account they are not
gifted with more executive ability thau those
possessing such capital. Give the young men
a chance to show their worth, and ‘the results

will bo mutually benoficlal.— Retal rocers’
Journal,

Wo have no faith in the ultimato success of a
grocer who depends upon cuting prices to sell
his goods,  In nino cases out of ten he will go
under {n timo, _ Such a man caunot safoly bo
i;lvon credit, Neither can credit bo given safo.

to a man who drinks to excess. In theso
days of keon compotition, & man wants a clear
head and a steady unerve, aud these aro not

ainod by oxcessive drinking.  Auother bad
ailing wihidch makes credie timid is extravazant
living. T’he man who spends money freely and
is known to bo an extravagant hiver, will usual.
ly bear watching carefully. Another safe rule
to follow is not to trust any maun too much,
Opiotons vary as to how much credit o maa is
ontitled to, but it is safe tu euy that no mau
ought to be trusted for more than a gnarter,or
a third at most,of his visible assets.—Michigin
Tradesman,

Sgstem is of oraat impartance {a thaee days
of multiplied industrics and vast combinatioas
of capital. As discipliuo is in the army, so is
system in busiuess. The grocer who has his
business well in hand, and, no matter how large
and oxtensive his trade, so well regulated ns to
bo ablo to attend ta it with certainty and do-
spatch, is best calculated to mako wmoney.
Why? Decause he is in a position to know just
how ho stands, and what eflect every move ho
makes will have. e is best situated to keep
watch over his business and thus avoid losses,
pilferings, undue accumulations of dead stock
and other happenings of like nature. This
matter of system is somethirg that should
be studied by small dealers just as
well as by larger and more extensive concerns,
If you are in n small business to day and let
trade take care of itsolf while you sit around
and only get yourself in action when you a0
compelled to by circumstaoces, the chances are
that you will remain just what you are to day
—a small dealer. Iton the other hand, you
show yourself o thorough grocer with the ex-
ccutive clement in your make up, you stand
excellent chances of securing heavy financial
backing that will enable you to do business on
a large scale, with consequent monetiry im.
provement. Systém i3 always an evidence of
industry and thrift.—Ewx.

Toronto Board Baugquet.

‘The board of trade banquet at Toronto on
January 5 wos au unecqualitied success. Covers
wero laid for six huudred and fifty guests aud
there wero uot half & ducen seats vacant. .
N. Blain, president of the Toronto Loard of
trade, presided. Among thoso present were tho
Goveraor General, Licutenant-tioveracr Kirk.
patrick, Sir John Thompson, Hon, A. S, Hsrdy,
Major General Herbert, Hon. Wilfred La  .cr,
and Hoo. Frank Smith.

Inrespondiug to the toast of the *“Queen and
Governor-General,” Lord Stanlsy spoke strong.
ly against anuexation and independence, and
deprecited the proposal to make the office of
governor general clective, as it would result in
tho creation of a party exocuttve,

Sir John Thompson respondad to the toast
of “Her Msjesty's Miniiters.” He zaid that
serious questions were ahead of them—ques-
tious which concerned not cnly the Cabiaet,
but tho citizens ut large ; aud prominent
among these was one which affected their
religions belief and consequently was lialle
to arouse such passious in sume of their
broasts. Bat, in dealing with the questior,
thero were two grand ssfz-guards, aund these
wero, first, the tolerance of the pevple, which
he was sure was to be relied upon, and, secoud,
the constitutionul action of the government;
and he conld assure his hearers thut the Gov-
ernmont would be bound absolutely by the con-
stitation of the country throughout. Turning
to the question of trade, Sir Joha said that he
trusted they would follow o policy which would
make the people to the south of them the best
of neighbors, *¢ hut,” he added, * please God
they shall never be anything else than neigh-

B

PRI S

1y g

R

. .
2SBS0 T

e

¢ —————- _ gy s g 0 VT e e e = e




