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IMPORT DUTY ON LUMBER.
TORONTO, June 2158, 1897,
To the Editor of the CANava Lunisrasian,

Dean 81k, —The tiade throughout Ontano appear to be
much pleased 1o Jearn of the prompt action of a number
of prominent men, direetly of sudnectly connected with the
lumber busiess, i gettinyg togethers at Ottawa smaedi-
ately on learnmng that the lumber schedule of the Ding-
ley Lill had been passed by the United States Senate, and
laying thewr views before the Guverunent concermng the
serous need of smposimyg an export duty on logs.

I do not here propose discussingr the merns of an export
duty.  This is & subject wlich has been thoroughly ven-
tilated in the public press, and the menace which s
offered o the lamber tade of Canada i connection thiere-
with s doubtless fauly well understood by the trade and
the general public. A report of the Otttwa mecting, as
published in the daily papers, makes no reference to ans
other very snportam phase of the quesuon, which appar-
catly has been overlooked, that s, as 1o the necessy of
an miport duty on lumber. The urgent need of such a
duty is clearly apparent to all who are famuliar wath the
trade of Western Ontanio. - Thie fucts sunply are, tha
lasge quantities of lumber are bemy stupped mto Cenada
from the Umited States, yellow pine from the south
having been imported for several years past, and sioce
the United States panmie of 18y3 there has been o very
heavy accumulauon of low grde white and Norway pme
m the Michyggan and Minnesota markets.  This bas been
sacriliced regardless of cost m order to move it out, and
Western Ontacio has been made one of the shughter
m.ukch-
tween the two countries, of course the Canadian trade
had vo complaint to offer, but gow being face to face
with a United States prohibitory 1aafl, stas a question of a
very different complexion.  The marketing of low grade
tumber will be a diflicult problem for the Canadian manu-
facturer to solve henceforth ; leaving our markets open to
Amcricans will certainly not aid in a satisfictory ~olution
thereoft  This Nmenican competiion cuts twonays. Dot
only has it displaced a propostienate quantsty of Canadian
fow grade pine, but the ruinous prices at which it has been
sold has naturally caused a correspondiog redaction
the price of all low grade lunder sold in Omanio, anul
now it is a general'y acknowledpzed fact that this class of
matterdal is going at much less than cost to the producer.
The argument may be raised by the consumer or poli-
tician that the above canditions are desitable wasmuch as
the public derive the benefit, but it may be farly asserted
that no permancat advaniage can accrue to the couniny
by one section of the community profiting by the loss of
anotier.  The lumber trade thsoughout Canada should
give no uncertain sound as to their wishes m tins manter,
and should make very plain to the Government at Qitauwa
the necessity of afeguarding and caring for the interest
of this, the most important branch of Canadiin trade, one
cmploring a wast amount of both capital and labor. It
is generally believed that the Government will impose an
export duty on Tags and puipwaod, any chnadtment ol
including an import daty on lanber cannot possibly be
sitisfacton to the trad..

Yours truly,

Su lung as sewsprouty e lumber obtauned be-

C. . LARKIN,

INTERESTING LETTER FROM AUSTRALIA.
Svoxa, NS, May il 183,
Tothe Elitor of the Casisten Lt urpxvas:

DEAR SR, Messes. David Maclaren, of Ouawa, and
his brothier, the dodtor, leave bere by the ** Aorangs, and
will be home when s seachivs youe They have made a
study of the Jumber trade of these volomes,  Me. Mace
laren read a copy of the letter semt yeu a couple of
months ago, and says his ingairies confirm what 1 have
written.  He thinks that the prce of lumber s too low,
and the immediate future not sufficiemly bright 1o war-
rant the openingy of his BatishColumbia millto do trade hiere
vel. Prices are veny low. The nominal quatanon for
Qregan just now is 6,6 per 100 feet, but s s only noan-
i=al, and I have heard that lumber has been sold that
would not aiet the Pacific Canst mill wore than 8650 per
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thousand feet. At such figures Moo Maclaren is right in
s views that it sall pay lum and Canada better to hotd
up a i, The West Coast s producing more tunber than
the world needs just now, and consumers are fixing the
prive. When an agent receives instructions from San
Franusco to get the best price e can, but sell, everybody
knows what the result s tikely to be.

Canadian lumber is coming here, and at an average of
better prices than from the United States wills, becaase
the averagge quality is better. Some complaints are made
that the Canadians are not so prompt, cither in replying
10 enguiries or ia filling orders, as they might be. I think
this is the exception rather than the rule. T kaow that
one or two cargoes have been much delayed, and are
likely toreach a poor market rather than a good one.
The importer is naturally put a listle out of temper thereby.

Three or four cargoes have been shipped in a year from
the St. Lawrence to Melbourne, 1o be suld on arcival,
Occasionally fair prices were obtained, but when they
came in pretty close together, as has happened, the re-
sult was unfortunate for the chipper. Ao effort, with
some suceess attending it, has been made to get ondens
ahead. Thisis very much better. Not only will thns
enable the shipper to know what he is getting, but he can
goet orders for other stuff besides spruce and pine dea’
Norway sends linigg and weathier boads. Fiom e
United Kingdom and Eastern United States some shelv-
ng, clear pine, walnut and oak are shipped. Canada
could supply thewe. T have an enquiry befote me from
Melbowrne fur oak staves for wine casks, 3810 gu mches
long, inches wide, and 7,8 iooneinch thick.  These
Canada can supply.  The umber ships could be utilized
to carey other gouds, helping the timber trade and manu-
factures of the coumry.

If any of your subscribers can supply the oak staves
referred 1o, 1T shall be glad to hear from them. It would
be necessary to send price fo.b. at New York, as une
i there are segalac ships fiom the St Lawsence they
mast go that way. Samples are also asked for.  The
only nicthod would be 1o saw a stuve up to the regutation
Tergrth of parcel post shipments il mail to e in that
way.

Yours truly,
J. 8. LARRE.

OUR EXPORT LUMBER TRADE.
ToroNTO, June 11th, 1897,
T the Editor of the CANADA Lt sepsertas:

DeAR SIR,
the daily pross that there scems 10 be a great desne on
the part of vur lurabermien, more particularly the manus
facturer, to deal with France, England, Australia, South
Afiica and South Amciica. They nave aited cases where
the goods they manufactured were sem to these foregn
ponts by American dealers who purchased the goods
from them or from some of our dealers here, and they
ask the question, ** why can we net sell these goods direct
to Great Britaun, Frauce, South Ameniea, cte, and get
the vredit that s due to the character and quality of our
tumber, and ahko the full value of i, instead of allowing
Americans to bave it 2 To this, T will answer that we
camot do so tey welt unders present conditons.  This
expert trade is a peculiar hne of the lumber business, aud
has to belearned.  You cannot jump into it all at once.
It has taken o great deal of time and money to open up
Uus tiadc, and to lTearn the wams of ilie different markets,
and alse o get acquainted with the people aund their
finaucial standing, the peculiarities of their grading, their
customs laws, the value of their money, cte.

Judging from the expressions of some of the writers, it
wanld aprear that they think all that would be necded to
stepinto these markets would be to write to some dealers
in France, or South America, or Eugland, and tell them
that they had certam kindxs and sizes of pine or bardwood
lumber for sale, and that they wauld immediately receive
orders for it at bigr prices. Now, let us consider it for a
minute.  Would the writers of come of these articles be
able to write an mtellyzible Ietter in Freneh or Spanish to
A South Amernean dealer 2 Wauld they be able to write
an intelligent letter 1o an Enghsh or Scotch importing
house, i ¢, making an offer to sell them goods such as
they deal i, quoting them prices in their currency and
ther standards of measurement 2 1 question very ‘much
if theee could be found many i this country who conld do
sov They hiave never had he opportunity to leam this
branch of the tmde, and it must be learned before busg-
ness ean be done wah a foreign countey. We have been
so long makuyz our lumber for the American trade that
we practically do not know any other. I we want to o
wio the expording trade we have got to commence all
over again, - Forinstance, the Englivh market takes prac-
tically nething from us but deals, 3in. No. 1, 2 and 3, and

I see Uy letters i your colunins and afso in

if trade is slack they do not want any No. 3, and 5,
can make more of this third quality than of vues andyy
the value of the Euglish market to us depends oy S0
ability to take our lower grades,  Unless our mpyg, B
equipped and prepared to cut the logs 1o special o B
and our manufactures in a position 10 select their o) 2
in a way that they are unacoustomed 1o, they canpoy
to sell much of their ordinary cut stock there,

The South American market calls largely for one ko d
pine in size and qualty, 1x12-106, of aqualit--
dressing, and designated as a South Amen.,, shipe
This is practically all we could ship there,

The West India trade calls for much the same dag d
stack, except that there is alitile larger ranye of widy,
from 8 1o 12 m. wide, and the quality s 1ot quite ay b

The regulations in regand 10 mspection on ~hipmenig 3
many South Mmerican points arever) rigid, aud thene
few shipments made that are accepted as invoived ; dedy,
tions are the rule, and somctimes they are extrogy
heavy, and the grading very arburary,  Thewe cug
egulations are costly and cumbrous, making 1t alp
necessary to have an agency there, which only largey,
wealthy concerns could afford to do. The taims ofpa,
ment is gencrally six months.

The French trade is genemlly for specific sizesand ki
It would be impuossible to sell a lotof lumber suchas is ey il
any of our pine or hardwoud mills.  Their measureis
metric, which I have no doubt would set some of oura
facturers or dealers figuring to turn out an imoice of they
or four dilferent kinds and sizes, reduced from our Super
ficial feet board measure to their sy stem,

These are some of the dificulties in the way of do
an export business.  The question is, can they be oy
come, and how? To the it question, T would syl
think they can.  If the Amencan dealers and large &
porting compames can do this business, 1 see no reay )
why we should not, providing we are prepased o speald
<ome time and money 1o learn 10 do it right. The Expo
Lumber Company, of New York, which does the Logey
South Amcencan trade, has spent many thousands of &3
laes s budding up tnewr trade, and they coutd not ke
ot it had they not done so, these has been tiwes wheatbe
have had 10 carry very heavy loads during some of i
periadic disturbances in some of the South Amesag
republics.

Some of the large New Yok and Boston houses haye
done a nice expuit teade wih Eagland i fimsied goody §
hardwood and pine, by giving their customers what
wanted, and by keeping in touch with the markets of iy
world, being enabled 1o do this by canying largre stocks
of all hinds of lumber, and having smachimery of the mog
modern kind, with the aid of which they could promply!
fill any orders they may be entrusted with.

How can we put oursclves on the same foolinga
Americans, and get a share of the export teade? By
working for it is one way, and in order to plice oursehes
on same fuoting as Americans, we must estabis Jumber
yards, where all kinds of lumber is kept in stock all she
time. I mean such yards as you see in Buffalo, Albary,
New York, Boston, otc., where the lumber from
mills is concentzated, sorted and graded, according to
<ize and quality o ploee where an intending purchaser
can come with the cert. inty of finding just what he waess §
and any quantity ofit.  Have we any such yards? las
sorry 10 say we have no . There are somce local lumber
yards carnying stock :afficient for the wants of thar o
mediate aei hoourhood with perhaps a small quantig
suitable for export, bt is there a yard in the country
carrying a stock o1 ~ura lumber as is carried by anyo!
the large pine or hardwood dealers in Buffalo or Nex
York 2 Supposmg a London, England, dcaler were to
come here and ask where he could et a large quaniiy
of 3"x3” maple, birch, cliy, basswood or pine.  Whene
would he get it except by travelling all over the cornty
in hope of picking it up at the many mills scattered all
over the cauntry. It he did find 8, would the nuil mes
want to scll one or two kinds and sizes wlone ? Wonld 2
not be better if there was i Jumber merchant or a con-
pany 1o whom they could «cll the whole of their ok, a8
kinds and all gzeades, thus relicving them of the necessity
of looking oftcs a number of purchascis, while the boyers
wunld be attracted here if there was any place nher
there was a fair stack and assortment of kinds and sizes,
that they could see and judge for themsehes. Unde
presemt conditions this is now impossible.  Theretvm
yard careying any stock.  Buyers will not come where
they cannot g2et an assortment, or where there is no coe-
petition.

Tran<portition charges are higher where the trade is
scattered ; there is nothing to attract purchasces. We
ought to b in as jood a position as the dealers in the
United States to distribute the output  of our mills instead
of sclling to them in the rough, and have them dress and
otherwise prepare the lumber for further export, and if we
can only find some of the capitalists of this country wh
are prepared to spend some money ta establish fumber
vards at our principal  distdbuting  points thia wl
handle the output of our mills 1 such  quintities
that they will be able to attract utending buyess, and
who will establish planing and re-sawing mills to turther
prepare the Tnmber for the export trade, and the aw
mill men will deal fairly with such wholesale yardmen, by
agreang tosell wothien msicad of selling to Amencan deak
ingg, thus caabling cur awn wholesale yard wen 1o comr
pete for the export trade on fair terms with our neigh
bours, then, and not until then, can we expect to geta
share of this foreign Tusiness,

Yours truly,
“LUMBERMAN,”



