
LOVE IN NIPPON.
11Y K<. T. TAKAHASHI IN SHORT 8TaIIS.

il, Was a curions gatbering. Loaking aven the deep, sereno Sumida,
wlth ils palace-boata, wbence arase tht quaint airains ai é;am1sei& now beav*
iog and note beilowing an the waves af ils eventide ; looking across ta tht
dresmy banks ai Mukojîmo, wlth their ten miles ai tht cherry graves, cov
&blaze lu tht setting sun af an early SpriDg, 'Jacortain shapes ai
bomebound epicureaus moving alowly, here on Hashiba side, Ia a iordiy
bai' af Hosokawa mansion, there wert assembled lu al strange concourse
sarne ten or twelve Englishmen sud Amnericans and a fely Eurap.-ans, wli
a gaodly number ai japanese themselves sprinkled among theni. It is flot
for me to tell bow Ibis meeting came about ; I ouly bappen ta knov that
ils abject was ta listen ta the tale of love ai many a différent land.

Tht liat speaker sat down. Tht stanm aiapplause raged and subsided.
Tht chairman cmiied an tht neut, and groal was tht enthusiasun that fol-
lowtd. - Iu tht midst arase Mn. Okada Gemba, a stalwart m~an of fiuîy, full
af iiitary airs. One would bave expected anything but a gentle voice ai
sweet passion ftani a man ai his typey yet yon could easiiy trace out a
forehead ai beauifui shape and a mouth ai Ideal cut, whlch tld ai a hand-
sanie face ai tht early days, now bnnied under the gray bains and fnosted
beard. Het tala an tht audience; let us listen:

I risc with a nsmeless feeling. Afien hmving listened ta tht excellent
sÉories af the precedlng gentlemen, ail na weil told, what could yau expect
fromo me ? Vet I amn here ta.night ta represeut aur beioved japan. japan
shail mot be ontdone 1 No! J ot even Iu tht malter ai love 1 .Ji! 1 viii
praceed.

"Thirty-five years ago I tras a youn3g man af twenty, a winsanie youth.
But boy many ai pou bere know the japan of those days, ai ibrce decades
and five spriogs agoi Tht twa centuries af peace and pienty peniectect
tht spiendor of Tokugs.,qa dynasty, alas ! al tht expense ai tht bancal amd
tht handwarklng. Outside tht very wmlis ai polisb and iuxnny the almos-
phere vas thick: wilh bur.zing noises, as af becs, ready for a nev lufe, new
action, and restitas and ventunesonne becamc tht spirit ai tht day among
tht quick. Nor was I an exception. At twenty 1 leit tht home and veut
about a iiusl<asldgio (wandcring about fur tht champlonship ai tht martIal
arts). Ah i the word lîseif bas became a relic ai tht past itudalism now 1
But ini those days there was a giory ai manhood ici ils very sauna.

IlI jonrneyed tbrough soulh. la Nagasaki I became acquaintedl wilb
an Anierican, a survivon af a wreck. Front hlm 1 acquirtd a little Engiisb
and saut knawiedge af tht West. It vws like a pecp loto tht grandeur ai
a iorbidden land ; and a ianbidden land il vas for us at tht time. that borne
ai modern cliulizition. My spirit teai a new Iurn Ihen and vent a hit
abeîd ai tht reckaning ai tht pcniod. My frlends, hawever, warned me lu2
firme that 1 vas being suspected ai high.soundiag crimes, sncb as desertion,
tresson, etc.1 Sa I hurried ta North ta barbon the wtathcr, and went wan-
deuing tbrough the domneu ai tht diffenent <faimi:u5 ofthese regions, wbilitig
away tht days ai an unwillug exile.

Five years elapsed ; and ont day 1 walked past tht little lavu of Yaita
and came unden a boiser uf a chenry.ttee, which autspread ils branches
over the raad, grawing fiseli vîthin a nov ai a long windiag hedge-ieuce
encirclln*g a large villa. Thetlime vas sprng. Trie quecu biossorna wert
in their -giony. 1 lookcd up and saw tht aister-tree rivalling thoir magni-
ficence aver tht wholc citent ai tht villa, but the ane I stood under vas
tht qucen ofiqueeos. lu a mamentary dream ai happiness I mused out:

U'taun-shïabic
1-ma-, sa.ka-ri-ni

Sa.ku raban
.No-chi.no Shi-rtu.sh-i.n

Ta-wo ri-tc-a u-kau.

(How grand Iu thy gionyl O blossamiag cherry 1 That tht like be mine,
viii 1 thy brandi pluck nov'> 1 rcached up niy baud and was about ta
break tht nearest one, wben 1 heard a noise of somno tise tear-ing down
a bnanch wîthin. A sweet voice tben said, - Your pardon,' and a band,
beauteona as peani, heid ont ta me a pink.clustered bangb thrangh a cre-
vice in tht hedge-grawtb. And, la! in tht little apening I bebeld a lce as
ai a foyer I Iheard myoavublood nustling up thtvein2s! I stretcbed OUI
my band, received tht gift and sald an awkward tban2k.z, hall apolagetically.
I aaw a (ai strcak af crinison mauit tht face, but anly ior a moment; il
disappearcd bebind whene tht gnowtb vas tht thickest, an uncertain
figure gliding avay ont ai my sigt.t. For the first time in rny lite, thea, 1
leaoed eagenly fonvard against tht hedge, trylng ta catch a glilpse of a
vwoman ! 1 vas spcilbound. I fargot myseli.

IlI leanedl there ail obsorbed tili a baud suddenly jerked me hy the
shouiden and a grufi' vaice sald, ' a gentleman or a thiof ?" Tnrning around
quickly and taking a post ai action, 1 said Iu my constrnation:. 'Thy
isards ai Impertinence ! I amn a gentleman; what af that Il and 1 aced a
group ai fivc earnurai, smIling a smile of denision. As tht varda scarceiy
leit mp lips one af theni ejaculated: Noble gentleman i wo art glsd ta
znakt your acquaintaoce l' and a well spread palm of bis band cime flash-
ing aven my check. But ht Ioaged Itaclf only lu my firma gnasp, wbich
pulled mp innocent aaluter a litîle toward myseli, and wlîh a twist ai my
body I rttnd hlm a tosa ai bis body in tht air-% respectable tass i Ah i
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yau ule my oadaudience 1 pou do mot belteve nmet Yet aniy thirîy
ycgars ago a feat ýike tbis was a mere commonpiace. Ah me 1 how aid bave
I grawn these daps I

'< The tossed man pickcd himseli defty up, and wiih bie commnadrew.
I did flot, but etood gléring defiance ai thetn wlth my band on the bilt of
the great sword. Paers-by and cutious an.iaokera fromt the vicinlty
gathored araund us in a gaodly crowd. A breathicas silence seaied their
monîha, and they kept a sait distance watching aur next mwve. The odds
were againet nme, mont plily, but my calt, colected minner seemed to
bave awakcned au awe lu rny assailants, no that cach wasa uous ta bave
the ather atart the first biow. Irrlîated al thelr cawardicc, 1 relaxcd a.
point ai guard. On came a sword descending over me-Ia bit the ait J
For mine ieft Ite scabbard that saine moment, and feiled on its bick the
enemy te the ground. At this the other four jumped upon me. 1 wras noir
In thet hicket of Icy flisbes i when there camne rushing two meni tawarde us
fromt opposite directions. One of thera exclaimed : < Cowarde 1 away with
pour arms l' Mly focs dadged snikiiy a few steps bickward, which I let
theni do without pressing an them, as the fight was miter a&U a unwilliog
ane on my part. Then the Cther of the new-camer8 calied out t rme :
' Honored stranger, pray caltai your anger-even for the sake ai the flowcrs
you stand under.' A sweî iancy , my beart softened, sud Il 100, put away
my weapoo, at which thr first mani stepped farward and with an unexpected
palileces addressed me: 1 Ra, ail health ta pou, bit. Okcada. If I ami
not mistaken, yau are the son of my honored master.' I recogniztd la the
man Nejiro Yokone, who at the lime I left my fathor was anc of bis prin-
cipal pupis In the t11me-hoaored art oi fencing. 1 iorb îd-d ilt that hie
should ealute me with open band,.

"lSanie time b-Jare tbis, I had it through the tidings ai hearsays, that
the saine Nejira bad liera expelied [rom my father's for a certain offence
not ta be meutioneci bere, snd there iras nu reason wbatever that hie should
bear me gaodwii. But there bie was, witb bows, smlles, and exclamations,
the very picture of friendiiness. I accepted thera ail with good grace. He
even apologized ta me an bchaif ai the billies who so unwarrantably
attacked nie; he aaid hie was keeping a fenciug achool of bis own ini Yaita,
and that they were bis green pupils. He aiea introduced me ta the man
who bide me peace. The gentleman's naine was Mdr. Han, and he il was
who owned the cherry-bowered villa. Mr. Hori propoaed that we ail ad-
jaura to a fea.st, explinlng ta me st the saine time that that day he hadl
invited Nejiro and bis pupile with sanie of the toITu people ta a party In
honar ai bis viila's spriog, and that 1 shauid bc welcome above others as
an aid friend of ProfesrDr Yokone's. The I>roftasor Yokone, ton, addoël a
word af persuasion; so 1 foilowtd suit and ivaiked ta Mr. Honi's.

IlFrin the Genka (entrance) through the hallway ta the guesta' room,
glittor and lustre there was noue, ta farce upon tht vuigar the idt,.1atry ai
weaith ; but in the midst ai tht subdued quietness af colons and aroamente
there iesed gentie fragrance ai unstained woodwark, and Il was deiightiul
ta tread on the paie green attlag ai ircsh tatami. Thi: silken 4Ickenono8
orpainting that bung graceiuily ini a fautastit niche of lokonoma, the
dwarf pine and cul twige, whlch sa picturesqutiy stood ini pots and vases
ai exquiste maires, tht spacins garder. that opeutd ini tht fiant like a
paunted scener with its pond, Milis, rocks and moss-covered step-stones
and bowenlng trees-3îl bespokc superior tante and culture in the hast.
Upan tbese, however, 1 shali not dwell, but the b!autiful pinorama bangs
belaro me. 1 sc the latide snnkcn-eyed Yokoue, bulgiug hinistif out
superbly at tht head ai a niotly row ai tht rustic guests. I sce the kara-
kami door behind tht hast slide gontly open. I se a lady, tht graccf al
wîie ai ont hast, enter tht maon, followed mildly by ber dînghter. My
beau quickens is thrabs. Li, ehs is the aime-*be fair daugter ai mine
bost-she i3 tht ane who piayed coquette ta me bcbind tht fence. Ah, I
imagine tht undying fragrance of tbat love.inspining branch atili lingtning
abDut me. How like tht flawcr ai flowers she aits there, baunting vision.
Thene were there plunip lassies ai ho)nnie facci, but boy ecc eye turned
an Miya, ior such was bier narme. There art wanring ivithin me tht pas-
sions ai jealousy and even anger, the twIn servÂaots of awaktned love, as
Neijiro Yokone greecs bier wîth words ai §:nnilîîrity-though tbey wert
merest cOmitieflts on tht wcather. Yet, ah, 1 féit dizzy wheu lyo
bowed me a mumbling bow ai acquaintance at tht parental words ai ini-
traduction.

Il We ail sal there :eady for tht itast, but it did not carne. Mr. Haort
had a batch ai tawakit cards distnîbuted among us and dtmxnd.'cd oinus an
'k.ku, a verse, a lune oi paeticàl sentiment on his cherries, nov in their rc-
splen dent bloom. A deligiful conceit. But what a caito ailing despair
aver the honesnt cauntry faces. Unr hast Ied in scribbiing down the thirty-
ane syliablos, foiiowcd by bis vife, Miya was the next ta takcý up the peu-
brnsh, .ad then Tara, lier youtiger brother. Tara vas the exact caner-
part ai bis sister in looks, a handsomt yauth ai sixteen. After hlmn I came
up in the race, and tht warthy Proiessar cloaca tht suit. Tht test, one
and al], laughed a imint langhter ai innocent shim!, biwed and scratched
their beade, aaid prayed us ta read farta aur productions. Tht ail-impor.
tant man, as hie sat tbere, my iriend, Nejiro Vakone, was askcd ta read bis
final. Ht did, and no one ever heard a worsz hackwork ai piagiarisu ; 1
piticd tht paon fcllow; bat wbeu it was my tum, ha. I had ta inuster aiU
my courage. Stnange power-Love i Only au hour &go 1 defied deslb la
the niidst af flashing swords. But now a giance, a smie, a 'word, and I
sct an a rack of judgment-almoat trcmbling. But in those days, îblrty

DOWN VWITII lHIGI I'RICES FOR ELECTRIC BELTS.
3lJe., 82.11. $3 îé; formner pricm $:,. $7, $10. QaCatV^. zrmajnq the "~in -16 <lUercat

style; dry batic and zcid Ulta-utld or btronr, currrnt. Ltw than liait the pion ofIaJy othcr Smzpany an-] moto hogme tcsimoaisis tau ail the rosi togethor. Fult Ilt i.«

12 fUE OËITIO.


