8 TIHE CRITIC

CITY CHIMES.

Garden parties and dinner parties still contiuus to attract the three
bundred.  How about mushroom suppors? Nob too muny people, you
undorstand, and plenty of mushrooms, stowed kidneys und wast, ‘The men
are decidedly in favor of these iwmpremptu suppers, ospecislly whon tho
lady has suporintended the preparition .4 %« Dinah Sturgis, she bolioves
w looking aftor things hersell, and mushroows, like other dainties, can
nover be left to prentico hands.

Tho *“ At Home"” given by i~ Lordslip Bishop ¢ ourtney und Mis.
Courluey at their residence was a most enjoyablo gathoering, the aflabilily
of the host and hostess being wost marked, and adding vot a little to tho
enjoyment of the many guests,

‘Thoro is sowo talk of u new school boing established 1 Halifax for the
purpose of teaching the art of 1eading and clocution. It 1s cortmuly much
noeded, ninv porsons out uf ten 1ead badly, vither tuy fast or too slow, too
high or too low, putting the erphasis i the wrony place, omitting to mark
the punctuations, otc., etc. Nothing is wore ploasant thun to liston loa
good reader with an ugiceabls, well-modulated voice  Wo hopo the
prowotors of tho scheme will meet with such encouragoment that they will
establish a school in Halifax,

A charming dance was given by the oflicers ot 11.).S. Canadu on Wednesday
evening,  The rooms were clegantly decorated with the flags of all nations.
The band of the West Riding Regiment played some excellent dance music.
Many handsome toilets were noticed, more especially those of Mrs. Kenny,
Mrs. J. Mortrow, Mrs. Tobin, Miss Scawell, Mrs. Clarkson, Miss Dily and
Miss Slayter.  Sir John Ross and Prince Dhuleep were among the Military
present,

Aftor an exciting and mteresting race m the beautiful weather on Mon-
day, the Lsme succeeded in captunng the Lorne Cup, Wenonak second, St.
Kilda and Lenore third and fourth. The Ksme is owned by Mr. Rudolf of
Lunenburg,
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THE INHABITANTS OF THE AIR.

The marvellous powers by which birds can guide themsotves from the
Pole to the Moditorranean, from the White Nile tu the Thuringian forests,
are the most inscrutable and profoundly interesting ot all natural wondes.
The scalpol and the cruciblo of the vivisectionist and the chemist cannot
ponotrate its secrots, and the ovolutionist may fit lus pet theories as ho will
to its mysteries; he will fail to explain it. Tourgemeoti, mn ** Tho Quail,”
sots the problem beforo us, but can give no svlutivn, the small body of the
quail, her eourage for hir broed, Ler little Leating heart, ber affection, hor
innacence, her full, sweet, happy life, harming nothing under the grasses and
the dark leaves, and all its loveliness looked on merely as an amm for a gun,
as a toothsome morsel for an ¢picure | Ob, the pity of 1t . the pity of it!
The cruel and sonsoless waste of love and pain! Desdeniona’s death swas
not one-half so painful as the death of the birds with every day that dawns,
‘Lourgenioeff, a child even when he saw the quail, uever forgot her. If such
lossous could be oftener given to boyhood, perhaps hearts less neoble than
Tourgeniefl’s might bo moved, and the minds less lofty than his be touched
to somo cownpassion and to comprehension.

I would have Tourgenicl”s ¢ Quail ” and Dostoieltsky's pvem of « ‘Lhe
Eaglo " printed and given to every Jad who can understand Leauty of thought
and stylc. The eagle had been captured in the snare and brought to a prison
in Siberia : the prigoners keop it and sce in its intense misery the reflection
and exprossion of their own. The spring cowes—the late, harsh, Siberian
spring. Some among thom wish to give it freedom, others demur. Why
should a bird bo set free whon their own lives must drag on under chains
until death brings insensibility and a mockery of release? The debato is
long, and for a whils tho more selfish prevail. They suffer ; lob tho eagle
sufter with them. DBut at last the nobler and move genorous among them
havo their way. The cagle is unchained. For a fow moments, bewildered
and incredulous, he cannot realise his liberty , then slowly he rises aud
spreads his mighty wings and sails above the parapet of the bastion and
passes away, soaring higher 2nd higher in the misty air uutil he is lost from
sight against tho clouds. The men to whom freedom can never come watch
him with aching eyes—giving to hin: that which death alone can give to them.

All tho highest parts of gonius—its sympathy, its tenderness, its com-
probension, its passion of pity and of freedom—are embodied in these
two bird stories of the two great Russian writers ; and whoever could read
oither withont emotion would indeed be cursed with that sécheresse de caour
which wmodern education bas dobe so much to create.  Tourgeniefl and
Dostoioflsky would feel the heart beats of that murdered quadl, the over-
whelwing misery of tho imprisoned cagle, becauso thoy were men of that
ovident gonuis whiclf is universal comprehension , but some ccho of this
comprehersion, somo fibres of it, may bo aroused in all who study and lovo
nature—not with the cold inquisitiveness of so-called naturalists, but with
the warmth of sympathy and the reverence of pantheism. It is not tho
naturalist, capable of killing overy rare specimen that he spies by mero or
brake, who loves birds, but the poet who listens to the sad evening cry of
tho agiale, like Shelley, or who trapslates the throstle’s strong March lyric
into human verse, liko Austin, or who can chant the glorious rapture of the
seagull's flight, like Swinburne, who loves both birds and naturo.  To be
awakencned in tho soft gray of eailiest dawn by the laus Deo of the merle,
and Hait to theo, O day ! of the mightingale, thrilhng, shouting, echoing
through the leaves beneath our chamber windows, is oue of tho sweelest and
tho purest joys of lifo,—OQuida, tn the Cosmopolitan.,

COMMERCIAL.

"['ho trade situation has de—cloped but little of a now or interesting char
actor. A fairly activo und steady tone has provailed in all the loadiuy
dopartmonts, Distributions have boen of salisfactory volume, though ne
special activily has Leen shown. Tho custowmary complaints over slow
monoy ure made, but nothing serious can be noted. ‘The agricultural situ
ation is oxcollont and it seems likely that payments this fall witl e well wet,

Dradstreet's roport of tho weok’s failures :—
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The following aie the Assignmonts and Business Changes in this Pros.
ince during the past week :—Wm, Graves, grocer, Halifux, assigned ; Geu
E. Davig, (estato of) hotel, Awhorst, succoedad by W. J. Ganong ; W b
Gourloy & Co., dry goods, ‘L'ruro, sold out to A. I Dalrymple ; Chas, Teas
dale, livery, Truro, stock advertised for sale by auction ;' Jas, A, Ireeman,
gonoral store, Kempt, assigned; G. W. Silver, dry goods, Lunenbury,
assigned , Batton & Skinner, general store, Waterville, dissolved, paitner-
commenced individual business ; Winthrop Sargent, goneral store, Barring-
ton, aseigned ; Hancock Bros., oils and soap, Halifax, diesolved, Ii. 1.
Hancock retires, business continued by J. A. Iancock.

Dnry Goovs.—In wholesale circles the past waole has boon a quict one
and oven among our rotail stores it has beon rather dull—anything but
brisk. 1n wcollen fabrics an advance of 5 per cent. is roported in some
lines, and, owing to the continued high prico of tho raw material, it is
claimed that further advances will bo imporatively neceesary, Cotton goods
aro steady at former rates. 1t is stated that the shipments of Capadian
colton goods to China havo resulted vory umsatisfoctorily. This is only
what might have been expected, whon we consider that they had to com-
pote with Xuglish goods, which can and do beat us in our own markets in
spito of tho duty. Remittances are not up to expeclations. News of the
results of the fall auction sales of funcy dry goods and millinery, which
commenced al Montreal on Tuesday last, is looked for with interest by
doalers horo, as the prices obtained will, to some extont, determine figures
for tho fall trado throughout Canada.

Inox, Haroware anp Mevars,.—There has been a good steady trade 10
all lines of iron and hardware goods, but, in view of the comparatively high
cost of heavy goods, purchasers have avoided ordering for future delivery to
a considerable oxtent, although, as the cables aro strong and freights seom
likoly to advance, it is doubtful whethor any better torms will bo obtained
this soason. Makers of pig iron have advanced their prices, and warrants
aro cabled at {7s. Antimony is advancing. Copper has ruled stiffer, and
tin stcady. London cables tin firn at £90, and Cbili bars woak at £42 5s.
To closo cash buyers pig lead in the old country markets is 3d. lower, The
Wostorn Ponnsylvania iron trade is gaining in strength, and some manufac-
turers predict a speedy advance. Already iron has sold a little higher on
account of coke, A large amount of business is thero in sight and the
market is strong for all furnace and mill products,

Breavsteris.—The tone of tho slour market has been weak, with a
decided tondency to lower quotations. There has beon no improvement in
regard o business, on account of tho continued slow demand, and fow sales
havo been accomplished outside of sowe small lots on local account.
Beerbohm’s cable reports :—* Cargoes off coast, wheat steady, corn nil;
spot wheat hardening, corn slow , Xnglish country markets firm ; wheat in
Paris, 39s. 9d., Fronch country markets firmer.” In Chicago the fecling
has been unsettled, and prices were irrogular, The market was queet, and
trading inuctive, New York reports the market weaker and slightly
declining. At Toledo wheat was weaker, and fell off 4c. to ge.  Oalg were
unchanged.

Provisions.—The only features to noto 1 the local provision market was
a weakness in pork, which has made a further declive, owing to weak
western markets, The demand has been slow and confined to small lots.
Business was quiel, and only a few sales were efiected, Offerings of Pro-
vincial pork have been very light so far, but an incroased volume of receipts
from Prince Idward Island wmmy be expected very shortly. In the Liver-
pool pruvision market lard aod bacon wero stronger, and cach moved up
3d. Pork and tallow wore unchanged. In Chicago the market has been
fairly active with a large volume of trading. Prices have romained withoui
material change.

Burrer.—Tho warkel rewmains very quiet without any appreciabit
change in prices. The Montreal Lrade Bulletin roports that *in creanser)
butter a lot of 100 tubs of Awmerican, all tho way from Texas, is Leiug
offered hero at 16c. in bond, the quality of which is higlily spoken of by
those who bave bored it. Although not equal to Canadian creamery, its
body being less waxy, it is said to be nhead of Eastern Townships.” It
seems that U. S. dairy butter from Chicago and Bostou is taking the place of
the produet of our Westora Provinces in the Nowfoundiand and the Xnglish
markots, because it is more carefully made and better put up, and more
promptly marketed than the Canadian article. If our producers allow theso
valuable markets to siip from them they will have only thomsolves to thank,
for they have been amply warned. It is far casier to hold a market by
honest dealing than to regain one lost by chicanery.

CHEESE i8 in a rather curicus position  Adviees from England and the
United States show that buyers are not at all anxious to purchase, and prices
there do not advance. Still Canadian holders do not abato their figures, and
continuoe to latk very confidontly as to the prospects for the future. Wbile
choeso will “koop” Dettor than buttor will, and may even improve with




