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EDITORIAL NOTES.

A Luneénburg correxpundent wiites, cumnplaining that ihe selling puce
of fish in cur own markts, is scHousty affccted by French competstion, the
French Government grantiig a bouus un cach quintal of fish exported.
This is certainly Lringing cuals to Newcastle with a vengeance.  Free uade
in fish with Newfoundlaud and the United States is advantageous to our
dealers as well as to thosé who catch and cure fish, but countries adopting
the bounty system should be squarcly met by a countervailing duty.

An English officer who was reposting upon the recent mancuvers of
40,000 Russian troops at Krasna: Sclo, says —* The Russian army moves
like @ great wac! 'ne, which, if everything works smoothly, is buth puwerful
and ¢fiective ; but should anything take place that has not been expected ot
provided for, this ilitary machine at once becomes unwourkable” He
belicves that Russian treops would prove no more formidable ar enemy "o
the British than they did during the Crimean war.

The frequency of the desertion of soldiers from the regiments stationed
at Halifax =nd elsewhere, have induccd us to make some it.guiries as to the
pay and rations allowed the men  Recruits usually enlist under the belicf
that they are to have free rations and a clear stilling sterling a day, Lut as
the rations scrved out are not sufficient to keep a man in goud couditiun,
the saldicr’s pay is subjected to numcrous deductions, which, with the stup
pages for other purposes, practically reduces the amount reCeived to

- sixpence per day. Asa rule, the British soldicr enters the army under a
delusion, and when he discovers his mistake, Lie -naturally desires to cut the
service,

. Some of the papers opposed to the Government have found a weak spot
in the Conservative armour which they are prodding te guol effect with
lanc® ond spear. Many of the immigrants who have been assisted by
Canadian money tohave their hoines in the old world, arc far from desirable
settlers ; some of them, indeed, are little better than out own pauper (lass,
and 3s this class is already sufficiently large, it is the height of folly to run
the chance of increasing it by importations from abroad.  Of coursc, it may
be urged that it is impossible to discriminate between desirable aud unde-
sirable emigrants ; but we sec no reason why the assisted passages should
nor be restricted to thosc who have had one ycar's expericnce as farm
laborers  This would cut off the city and town idlers who now take advan-
tage of the Government's liberality,

will find men raised far above their fellows in the cstimation of the public s
but these heroes of the people are nc: always infallible beings, although
their judgment is generally regarded as far above that of the average man.
Ideals we all have, but those who have studicd human nature closely, know
well that few men intellectually, morally, or otherwise, succeed in reaching

the standard they have set up.  Great men are never great men in their own
eyes.

The New York Times, with commendable enterprise, has sent out an
expedition under Licutenant Schwatka to explore and report upon the
interior of Alaska. The party has already discorered several unknown
rivers, and climbed to the top of some lofty peaks, but the ascent of Mount
St. Elias, the Alaskan giaunt, was found impossible.  The expedition reached
an elevation of 7,200 feet, about half way up the mountain side. where its
further progress was stopped by the precipitous glacier-liko face of the
mountain, it Leing completely covered by an ice crustation many feet in
thickness,
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Chestnut gengs are now purchasable in Halifax, and our old punsters
will have to take care not to inflict stale jokes upon their listeners. The
gong is fastened to the waistcoat, and its wearer gives it a sharp ring when
he hears a worp-out joke or  chestnut.” The New York Witness, an cvan-
gelical newspaper, suggests that the introduction of the gong into the
prayer meeting might have the cfflcct of diminishing the number of hack-
n yed phrases and apt quotations s» generally indulged in.  The silver-
tongued (oformar will probably be heard in our ity lubs and public halls
within the next few days, and puns which shuut wild of the mark should be
eschewed. '
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Nouthing surpiises us n.w-a-days, but to hold direct commuricatipn
through 7,000 miles of telegraph wire is nevertheless remarkable. A tele-
graph office in Lundon was laicly put in direct communication with Teheran,
Pessia, 3,800 miles distant. Then Kusrachee, in Northwest India, wvas
added, then Agra and at last Calcutta was switched on, with which direct
sonversation was held thruush 7,000 miles of wire at twelve or fourteen
words o minute. The Calcuua operatur cuuld hardly be convinced that he
was talking with London.  Before many years it will be possible for a tele-
phone operator to stand before a transmitter, and holding the receiver to his
car, hear his own voice after it has travelled round the world

-

English and French fisherinen have buen getting into trouble for violat-
ing the Treaty of 1843, in which the waters witlun the threr -nile limit were
rescrved Ly cach nativnality, to the inhabitants of ecach coun. , respectively.
For yeats it has been the custom of British fishcrmen to put into Fronch
purts un Saturday night, in vrder to spend the Sunday on shore, and French-
men fishing un the British coast have never hesntated from availing them-
sclves of similar privileges. It appears, however, according to the Treaty,
that this is a dircct violation of the Articles of the Convention, and the
authoritics on both sides of the channel are now keeping a sharp look out
for poachers. Secizures and fines are now the order of the day.

The nose has probably attracted more geperal attention, and been the
innocent cause of more witty remarks than any other of our facial features.
Tts chape has been the theme of many a poctical effusiun, while its color
has prompted sume of the most humorous sayings on record. Physiogno-
mists claim that a large, medium, or small-sized nose, clearly indicates the .
brain puwer of the individual who owns it, bul as we have seen intellectual
men with small noses, and stupid persons with large ones, the exceptious
make the rule worthless. One intercsting writer has written on the joy of
one's nole, claimiog that life is immeasurably swectened by the pleasurce
n:c] expeticnce frum emelling cxquisite perfumes, both natural and artifi
cial, )



