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simply impossible to show any part of the
body before it was struck.” 'These are the
words of a couservative, cnol-beaded soldier
one not given to exaggeration, and who was
at Fredericksburg, Gettysburg and the
Wilderness, After an examination of Gen-
eral Custer’s trail from the point where the
three detachments separated, and bearing in
mind Juster's expressed intentions, Colo

nel Rono summirizes the probable causes of
defeat, which theory we may assume is al-
80 entertsined by the surviving officers of
his regiment. His unreserved vraise ot the
gallant Benicen is no doubt fully deserved.
In conclusion. and in tne bitterness and
anguish of apirit of one wh . had lost nearly
three hundred gallant ormrades, of the
€lite of the army, in an hour; who had but
Jjust emerged from that feartul valley of the
shadow of death, in which he hid nearly
remainad with those dead comrades, sicri

ficed to the murderous aud suicidal Indian
policy of our Government, ths swiviving
commander makes this appeal : ** Lhe nar

rowing sight of the dead bodies. crowning
the height on which Custer fell znd which
will remnin vividly in my memory until
death, i8 too recent for me not to .sk the
good people of this country whether a policy
that sets opposing parties in the tield, arm-

ed, clothed and equipped by one and the
same Government, should not be abolish-
ed,”” Ifthe lessons ot ihis terrivle misfor-
tuné do not indirectly cause a radicil
change in our Indian system. nothing more
convincing can possibly be expected to oc

cur. Qur bonst of eivihz tion will continue
to be a mockery, our national progress a
delusion, and our ‘' molel’” Republic «
snare to those who in the future may seek &
home smong us or a retuge for the op-
preesed.” —Army and Navy Journal.

Our Thirteenth Birthday.

Thirteen years ago this meonth. on the
20th of ‘August, 1863, the first number ot the
Army and Navy Journni thade. its appear
ance, and with the present number clozes
the thirteenih venily volume, The journai.
istic year -of fifty two weeks is one and one
quarter days shorter thrn the solar year of
three bundred and sixty five days and six
hours. . Hence it is thut our fourteenth
volume begina with the date of August 12th,
1876, whareas our first volume begin with
that of August 29.h, 1863. .

T'hirteen ' years is not n.uch in the life of
an individual, but it is something in that of
an  A-.ericar . paper, and especially an
‘American military journal. We hope that
ovurreaders find that age has not abated our
natural force nor dimiuished the ardor of
our enthusissm for the cause we serve—
that of ‘military efficiency, wiilitary honor
the development of true martial spirit, not
only in the ranks of the Services, but in the
country at large. When we issued our first
pumber . the American Army numbered
hard on 10 & million men, and the Navy
counted over four hundred ships, scatiered
‘on every sea; and commanded by men who
{orced from the most unwilling, the homage
of admiration for their achievements, -As
ourfourteentn volume opeuns, the Army con
gratulates. itsell that iv has barely saved to
iteeif thne madequite lorce of 230U men,
while. the Navy ‘can eount but sixty two

vessels in commission, but with 7,500 men
to wman them, and a long list of officers
* awaiting orders,’” for want of vessels Lo
command. Thus has it come about that
men are once more looking for the advent
of tho milleanium, apd the old prejudioe
against the military institution, as a useless
tax upon the country, is sought to be re-

vived. Itis the mirsion of the army and
Nuvy Journal to combat this prejudice, and
on the one hand to keep the country in
mind of the necessity for an Army, and of
the services rendered by our soldiers and
sailors, and on the other hand to recull to
the Army and Nuvy their past glories, to re-
cord their present achievemenis, and to
timulate them at all times Lo maintaio the
highest standard of military honor and efli

ciency ; that even now, with adveise futes
against thew, they may, as in the days of
¢ glorious war,”” compel the universal re-
cognition of their value 10 the country,

In keeping with this mission it is our offi-
ce to afford our readers the means of not
ouly learning the particulars of military life
on this siic of the Atlantic, but of compar-
ing it with that abroad. We seek to garner
all that can be most of use in eduoc.ting our
officers, us well as to place within the reach
ot their friends, the means ol informing
themselves s 1o the movem-nts of regi-
ments compmnies aad individuals, which in*
formation constitutes so large a part of the
value of our paper to those who read ii,
The index we publish this week will show
how wide is the scope of the paper and
whul a storenouse of facls a siugle volume
18 : and though an index might not ut first
sight appear interesting as reading mat er,
we think that in this point ot yiew ours is
woith attention, and will ve found, not only
tor future reference, but tor immediale
perus«d, well worth the space we give to it.
Lt contuins over four thousnnd separate re-
ferences, in -vhich wa o not count mny less
important piragraphs unpossible 10 wnclude
without unduly swelling the list.

Terrible Conflagration.

Tue City oF 31r. HYacINTHE DEvasTaTeD.
—

M: NTREAL, Sept. 3.
At 1.30 this alfternoon a fire commenced
in the west end of the city of St. Hyxcinthe,
and fanned by the high north west wind blow-
ing,soon literally swept the lower part of the
city out of existence. The flimes lapped
over first into the main street and ran down
both sides with lightening like rapidity,

fore, with the exception of that of St. John's.
No serious casualities are yet reported. The
loss is roughly estimated at two millions of
dollars. The royal, Stadacons, Quebee, Pro-

vincial, and Royal Canadian are heavily intert
ested,

LATER FROM ST. HYACINTHE.

A despatch at 9:30 p.m. says:~ “ Not a
mouthful of bread in the city; we arein a
terrible condition.””

On the arrival of the Montren] steam fire
engine at St. Hyacinthe's Stution, thousands
of the inhabi ants of the place gathered
round the fire engine, for the purpose of
litting if off the plaiform car bodily, and it
was with difliculty they were prevented from
doing so. The train hands and firemen lost
no time in removing the engine, and steam
beingon, the firemen were directed to oper*
ate upon a large shoe factory in which about
10U hands are employed. They suceeeded
in swving this building and sever:l others,
amoungst which was Madam Duclost Freney
Partestant echool. The latter tuilding mir-
aculously esciped, while #it round was burn-
ed to the ground. An sged women, after
leaving her dwelling which was on tire, re-
turned again, it is supposed for some hidden
treasure, and was burned to death. In the
consternation of the inhabitants fleeing from
the flames in vehicles several people were
knocked down and run over, (une mun had
his leg broken nnd several others more or
less injured. Tavern and hotel keepers
dealt out ginger ale and intoxicating drinke
whilst the lames were consuming the build-
ings, in which they were., The insuramce
companies will suffer severely. The Royai
Cunadian is supposed 1o be in for $25,000
and the fire not extinguished yet. The fire
engin belonging to the place was almost
valaeless ; the Moutreal tiremen snd engine
are overiaxed, but they hope to prevert the
{urther spread of the fire at his hour 1t p.m.
————e

The Prince of Wales.

The London correspondent of the Man-
chester Guardian wiites :—* The friends of
the ’rince of Wales need not fear, I think,
that his constitution has been enfeebled by
bis journey to Ludia —that is, at least, if they

taking in its road the St. Hyacinthe, Quebeec.
and Natlonal Banks, post oftice, market. :
court house. factory, and over eighty whole-

sale and retail stores. Everything fe)l be- |
fore the «devouring element, despite the
traptic exerttons of the poorly organised fire
brigade and the citizens. Tune fire during
this time, or about three p.m., had spread
by means of burning cinders aud the wind
to the three parallel streets and burned

everything up, house. alter house, which,
being mostly of wood.. were swept off like
chatf. People had nol time to save a stich,
and at geven p m., the news came that 600
houses had been burned, and that the con-
flagration was over, because Luere Were no-
thing more to devour. At LtWO p.m., & des-
patch was gent to the Chief of the Montreal
fire brigade from the Mayor, saying :—

busst ; send all the help possible,””
Immediately on recipt of this ten men and
a steam fire engine were sent by special
train, and reached Si. Hyeciathe at-8:30
p.m. [t was then too late to save much, and
by the time the hose was laid to the nver
and operations began it was six o'clock. An
atlempt.was made to blow up some cut
houses and stop the spread of fire (o south
east, but it uuterly failed. Humdreds of
families are howeless and with nothing to
eat ; food is urgently needed. Sucha ter-

rible fire mever visited a Quebec town be-

will judge by the undertakings in the way
of amusement and duty which he fulfilled
yesterday. Till about 4, a’m, he was danc-
irg at Lord Carrington’s ball; at 7 he was

cotf by rail to Dover to accompanying the

King and Queen o! the Hellenes as far as
that port on their depariure from England
at about 10 be started back again for Loo-
don, asiiving here a little before noon ; and
by | p.m. he bad donned uis Field Marsual's
uniform and was off again Ly rail to that
ceol, sequestercd spot, the Long Valley at
Aldershot, where he pessed two hours in
the saddle inspecting the troops. Un his
veturn to London he drove down to Hur-
lingham to make one of tLe guests at a
dinner given there by the Muarchioness ot

ailesbury. Now those who remember yes-
terday’s temperature, and are well aware

«The cily .is all.on fire; water works | that under it dancing is ot quite a muller

“otb reat, that rallway carriages cven royal
saloons—are like ovens, that a bield Mar-
ohitl's uniform is uut the coolest of attires,

! that the Long Valley is ouly u degree cr #0

‘ less torrid and less dusty than Sahara, aud

that after all this a dinoer at home wight

be less fatiguing without thau with a live-

{ mile drive to it, may perhaps be as much

| surprised as pleased 1o learn that in epite of

{alt this s Royal Higbness is us f{resb as

"over (o-day, aud like the memorable assem-

! vlage at Rheims, not ‘one penny the
worse.” !’




