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suflicient size, speed and gun power of pro-
tect our commerco in distant seas, weo aro
very delicient, having only onc vessel of the
Inconstant class, and ono uthee, the Bluade,
in courso of construction with ono of tho
smallor class, tho Raleigh, also building.
‘his vessolis,wo believe, tho best sizo and type
for a poworful cruiser, for she could carry
four or six I8 ton guns, which,with her high
speed, would render her no despicable op
ponont for most of the foreign irenclads,and
sho could likowiso carry thoso smaller guns
which the eoxigencles of naval warfare im-
porativoly requiro in o cruiser. A vessel of
tho Raleigh size, armed ns wo have indica-
ted, appears to bo tho typo of cruiser in
favour with our ablest naval officers,and will,
doubtless bo well considered by the present
ablo Admiralty Board,"

Tug equipmont of an army for actual sor-
vico is tho most diflicull operation with
which military science has to deal. The
moving and massing of tho force with its
matorial, and provisions, is tho greatest effort
ot gkill, to which human ingenuity can as-
pire ; and yet, to render its operations cor
tain, the wholo must be nccomplished with
precision and accuracy.

Various methods have been resorted to for
this purposo, but all appears to have cul
minated in one iden, and that is the division
of the military service proper into tio sec-
tions—the.fighting, and the civil branches—
wheroby.for every two men placed in lineof
battle, another will be engaged insupplying
tho necessaries, to make their service effec.
tual.

This Gualily, involving expensive and com-
plicated arrangements without correspond-
ing responsibilities, has frequently led to
disaster, and was always liable to confusion.
The faiture of tho Irench system of Iuten
dence, is o fearful example of the former
case, ns is the break downof the English

commissariat in the Crimean campaign, and,

of tho * Control System ¥ which has suc-
ceeded it-in the Autumn Manceuvres of lasgt
year.

It mny be true that in those countries, no
other syatem is possible, but it is evident
that it removes from the Catagory of mili-
taryscience~ Logistics--altogether; and con-
fining the soldier to strategy and tactics,
which is- evidently a grave mistake, inns.
much;as a thorough knowledge of the for
mer, would be the best possible preparations

for the latter, and a thorough soldier should.
understand the whole theorctically as well:

aspractically.

These wonderful soldiers the Romans,
were the first to develop the laws governing
military.science, and their cenfurion’s com-
mand represented the tactical unit: In the
British seorvice theorelically at least, the
. same unit is represented by the captain’s
command, butin reality the rogiment repre-
soats it, and, as a consequence, the indiri-
duality of theimmediate commanding officer
islost in that of those above him.

Asg a-consequonce, 1t is notorious that the
life of a British officer in barracks or else-

whero, is not conducive to tho development
of onergy of character, or tho growth of cn.
terprise.

‘I'ho rearons aro solf evident, tho abstrac-
tion of tho praotico of ¢ Logistics,’” from the
military sclenco of the day, leaves tho mass
of tho regimental officers little or nothing to
think of ordo, onco they have acquired a
knowledge of drill and tho skill to manoeu-
vro a company in battalion. Thero is not
tho opportunity or nocessity for that acqui.
sition of knowledge which tho militacy art
demands, and the **Civil branch '? abstracts
fromits efficiency by removing thomotive for
tho exercise of brain power.

Modern historical records points clearly to
numerous instances of the disasterd produc-
ed by tho system described. The inevitable
crippling of operations by tho fajlure of
commissatiat supplies, or tho impossibility
of providing transport, "Tho Ieanco Prus.
sian war showed that in the Intter respect,
the Prussians had organized  respectable
transport, but the forco of officers and non |
combatantsit required was nearly as many
as the fighting force. It wasin reality nn
amplification of tho old system of Ireder.
ick tho Great, onae line of men and auother
line of non-commissioned officers to keep
them to their duty.

In a country sparsely populnted such 4
procese would not be applicable ; for {a-
stance : now in Cunada we could place say
100,000 men in the field, but it would bo
too great astrain on our resources to Geduct
50,000 from the reserve, merely to attend
on the fighting men. We must, thereforb,
devise some other modo, and luckily the
circumstances of the case offer a practical
solution of all dufficulties surrounding this
interesting problem,

Our troops, raisad from the whole mass
of the population, and therefore loca), in the
strict senso of the torm, make the captains
command the natural unit of the forco, and
a8 it rarely assembles abt headgiiarters éx.
cept for battalion drill, the individudlity of.
ifie officer commanding is never lost in {hat
of the field officer of the batialion.

Onoccasions of emergency the conipany
officors' have to provide {ransports and pro.
vigions for their-commands, and it is fn ‘this
direction wo must look for the styictly,

Logestical training, which is absdlutlly no |

cesdary toprovide for a military forde, be
fore it can bo said to be relisble of efficicut,

The first and primary questions ih ‘the
proposition is, whether man or liotse power
is the'more costly and valuable; here, at
lehst, man's power is heyond all progortion.
The transport of troops, material of war,
and provisions becomes then a question- of
what can be effected by apimal power or
mechanism, in the removal of a given
weight. L.

Taking 55 men .and three ofticers as
the full compliment of a company, and.nl.

lowing to.each four -carts- and: eight.horses,

with four drivers, we havea full force of 62

- Intrenching lools—

individuals to provide material for, aud fors
ago for cight Liorses,

Lach cart should carry 1,000 1bs. ns ordi.
nary lond, making in all 4,000 1bs. allowng
to each individunl 40 1bs. for Lngyage, 1rro
spectivo of arms and ammunitioft, all whith
aro earried by tho troops, wo have for actuil
necessaries  which musl bo {ransported.

Fivo scts of Camp Cooking uldnsils

401bs, or . oo 200lbse
Six days' provision st tho ratc of
81bs, per man .. 1,116

Fivolargo tents and one samall do. 340
Sparo ammunition .+ 350

15 pickaxcs, each4lbs GO

15spades ,, 8, 45
15 shovels ,, 3,, 45
15 axes w By, 5
Forago for 8 horses for six days,
25lbs, hay perdiem ., 1,900
Forago for 8 horses forsix days,
15lbs. oats per diem 720
Total .. 4,1511bs.

The sparo horses could be used in the
transport of field artillery, which must, from
tho nature of modern warfare, revert to its
pristine position of battalion guns'worked
by soldiers of battalions to which they are
attached, or ns additional horse power in’
oase of niecessity for a rapid advance; this
would necessitate a moré careful and tho-
rotigh drill for our soldiers; they should bo,
as they are good riflemen, gunners, drivers,
and mechanics in general, for the neceasity
for entrenching involves all thoso qualities.

If it should become necessary to piish tho
troops foriward for some decisive movement
the mens' knapsacks could be transferred
to the.spare horses, and would bo sure to
arrive within three or four hours nfter the
position for the night was taken up. a

A well trained quarter-master sorgeant to
“each company should have charge of the
transport, and it wonld ‘Yie his business- to
geo it halled'ina place of safety within easy:
veaci'of the compaiy, - o

Au arfarigetnent of thiz kind would givé our
officers sufficient employment, would mike'
dach tactical umt completo in {tselt, and
' would more than double the fighting power
* of any force. e

Moreover, the health an'l ccmifort 6f the

1 men would be adequately attehded 15, and

évery precaution takbn to renllr the npffec
tives loss. ! ! S

+ Every company being dependent on its
‘immédiate cominanding officer for ‘supplies,
the men would tako tare fo see tlfat he at-
 {ended to their wants whilé* the cost'to tho
‘gountry woild be immeasurably ‘fessened.

" The diities-6f the commissariat woulll' be
¢onfined entirely to supply dfilepots, ‘thero
would be o hosts' of civilian téamsters to
. impede refreat or add ton panic by cutting
their horses traces, and riding away precise-
Iy at tho'moment their services mighit have
repaired a disaster.



