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prxmeerey T
THIIE EUROPEAN PEACE SOCIETY.

Germany Austria, and It4ly form the true
Poace Society of the Continent. If they will
they can keep with cuse tho peacoe of the
world. And they saeem to be in that mind
at present. Amid tho various accounts
which correspondents havo sent to us of the
purpose and results of the meetings at Gas-
tien and Salzburg, of which probably they
know about as much as the rest of us, one
thing seoms tolerably clear, that the Ger-
man and Austrian Chancellors were not
brought together with their most trusted as.
sistants in the diplomatic work to discuss
Roumanian rvailway bonds, or to exchange
compliments and assurances of good will.
The general impression in Europe is proba
bly the sound one—that Germany and Aus-
tria have discovered that their interestsin
the East are identical, and that together
they can maintain those interests ngainst all
by whom they may beass-iled. We believa
in the account which the Kreuz Zietung gives
of the object of the interviews aul their re
sults, not because the paper is suppnsed 10
be inspired and to convey the impression
which the German Chancellor wishes to
Zivato the world, but simply because it is
the rational explanation. There is abun
dunt reason for the meeting, and for the un-
derst.nding which it is said to have estah

slished, in the present position of Europe
The plainest common sense dictated such
an enlente cordiale between the German and
Austrian Emperors; and as strong comman
sense is Prince Bismark's forte, we hold that
it is idle to look turther for the mam reason
of the meeting, or to hunt after subtle
threads of policy, social or ecclesiastical
when the polucal account of the matter af-
fords a rational explanation of the whole.

In order to comprehend the situation, of
which again the fus seeing and prompt Ger
man statesman has made himself the mas
ter, we must remember that last year's cun
paign setcled mueh more than the destines
of France and Germany for a generstion at
any rate to come. °lt really set the snal on
the decistons ot Sadaws, and confirtned e
expulsion of Austria fron Germuy fo
good  Such an opportanity for Aastria as
the Franco-Prussian war aiorded can never
agun recur,  The fact that she found her-
self utterly unable to take advantage of it,
and was compelled to stand by anrd watch
the consolidation of Germany under the
hegemony of Prussia, without means of ro
sistance and without &« word of protest, set
tled decisively the fucure of the Austrinn
Empire. German conquest has become for
Austria for ever impossible, and she his
now to set her face resolutely Eistrwards,

when Geormany seemed to Lo coquetting
with Russia, the polioy of Germany nust be
inevitably determed by this natural interest,
which on tho Eistern question is, most hap-
pily for us and for Eurape, also our own.
An allianco with France to recover her lost
position as a German power sho can never
avon dream of again,  Hor ownnatural ally
is the new empire. Bismurck has the power
to trouble terribly her iternal develop
ment, wiile the alliance with Germany
would give her immense advantage in deal
ing with hor discordant nationalities, which
without such help she will hacdly succeed
in fusing into a whole,

On the other hand, Germany needs the
allianco as strougly. It is perfectly under
stood in tho Empiro that France has one
strong passion, for the mdulgence of which
she will strain every nerve—revengo. Rus-
sia is her natural ally ; and it is alwyays on
the cards that France may give Russia carle
blanche m the East, in return for an alliance
against Germany, whose rapid growth lis
filled Russia with anxiety and alarm. In
fact it is tho one chance of France. Single-
handed she can never cope with the Ger
mans; and the athance of France and Rus.
sia is really tle one palpable danger in the
future to the peace of Europe. Bismarck,
sering the danger clearly, has done Ius best
10 nip it in the bud. If thealliance 1s form-
ed as reporied, and Italy has acceded, he
hus achieved another, ond this time a peace-
ful, triumph. France and Russia together
ave powerless against the forces winch the
three central DPowers could bring into the
filled. 1t fact, Bismarck has drawn a cor.
don around Franco which will pinch her pas-
sion for revenge as sharply as the collar of
steel mound Paris pinched her pride. A
belt of pacific force through the centro of
Europe can easily maintain the peace of the
world when held by three mlirons of armed
men,

And it is just the plainest interest of Italy
to sivike m at once and heartily with the
great Germtn powers. Italy has but one
enemy in the world, but one thing really to
dre ul,—~ French jealousy smed amintion. And
M. Phiers his most recklessly drven laly
into the arms of Germ iy by s confession
tuag of he felt strong enough, he wouid set
to wark at once to restore the Pope. If Ltaly
18t0 hiwve fome and bold 1t in peace, 1t
mus<t be under the shield of Gerumn alh-
ance.  Franece, by herdehberate indulgence
of her jotous passion, the root of winch is a
vain wmbition, has compelled Italy to seek
secu. ity by an understanding with the power
whom Franca has made arbiter of the des.
tiny of the Continent. If the pact has been
made, Italy wiil bo able to muintain a firm
attitude with regard to the religious houses
in Rome which chim French protection, and

and adapt herself to the position which her ' which will b2 w prinful source of troublo to
very name has murked out for her by mik- ! the Italim Ringdom unuil a clear under.

ing the basin of the Danube henceforth her
fietd. And now the alliance of Germany is
of the largest importance to her. $> long
as she had an eye to German cmpive her in
terests in the East, were in ameusure see
ondary. Butnow they aroe primary. On
her Estern frontier now her main dangers
lie. Russiais her one formidable enemy.
Fifteen millions of her population would be
severed from her if the Rus:ian Pansclavie
dream were to take shape and become n
political power. Against Russia she needs
a natural ally. That is an ally whose natu-
ral. interests are identical with her own,
apart from all sontiment of ambition or
revenge. That ally she finds in Germany.
To the new empire the freedom of the East
is only less vitally important than to Aus
tria; and, as we pointed out at tho time

standing is arrived at, In every way but

Yono the alliance will work happly for Ita.y ;

but it may possibly put some constramt
upon her in her relations and dealings with
the Pope. Theo Times' correspondent main.
tains that the leading question at the Con.
férence has been ecclesmstical; that Prmco

Bismarck finds the Catholics in Alsace and ;

Lorraine more troublesome than he anticip-
ated, and hopes to manage them by induc-

month’s notice. Wo believo that Italy has
not much fear on that score. ‘There is ono
roil danger to the alliance, & very real ono,
It s that the monarchs wany be haunted by
the ghost of the Iloly Alliance. If they
dream that they can at onco offer n firm
front to France and Russis, and control Ly
force tho Liberal movement, which none of
them love too well, iheir alliance will bo
broken in pieces by upheaval from beneath,
That is tho rock of dunger ahead of them:
it they can stoer clear of that, they will do
well; well for themselves, well for us Bng-
lishmen, and well for mankind.—English In
dependent.

MR. DISRAELL AT HUGHENDEN.

Mr. Disracli presided at the Hughenden
Harvest ITome yesterday. In proposing
*The health of the Queen,”! the right hon-
ourable gentleman said—1"s0 health of the
Queen has for several years been a subject
of anxiety to those alout her, but it is only
thus yoar that the country genérally hes be:
come acquainted with the gravity of her
condition. I believe I may gay that there
is some itaprovement in her Majesty's health
but I fear a long time must_elapse belureit
will reach that average condition which she
has for some time enjoyed, and T do not
thin'c that wo can conceal from ourselves
that a still longer time must clapse Vbelore
hier Mujesty will be able to resume the per
formance of those putlic and active duties
which it was once her pride and pleasure to
fulfill, because they brought her iuto con
stuit aud iramediate contact with ber peo
ple. The fact is, we cannot conceal from
ourselves that her Majesty is physically in
capacitated from performing thuse duties,
but 1t 15 some consol itiun to her subjects to
kuow that in the performance of those mucl,
Ingher duties which her Majesty s called
upon to perform, she performs them with a
punctuahity and a precision which have cer
tunly never Leen surpassedd and ravely
equalled by any monarch of theso realms.
A very erroncous umpression is prevaleat
respecting the dues of a soveireign of this
coantry, Those duties aro maltufarivus
Tuey ace weighty and they aro increasing,
L will venture to say that no head of any
department of the state performs more s
butious duttes than fall to the Sovereign of
tins country.  There is not adespatch re
cewved from abroad nos sent from this coun
try abroad wluch 1s not submitted to the
Queen. The whole of the internal adminis
tration of this country greatly depends upou
the sign manual; and of our,present Suver
eign, 1t may be said that her signature hus
never been placed to any public’ document
of which she did not kuow the purpuse of
which she did not approve. Those csbinet
councils of whicih you all hear, and wlich
are necessarily the scene of anxious and im
Dortant deliberations are reported and cutn
muntcated by tho Minister to the Sovereign
and often call from her remarks critical and
requiring considerable attention ; and, [ may
venture to say this, that no verson likely to
adounister tho affuirs of this country would
treat tue suggestions of hiee Mojesty with in
ditterence,  the nmght lonouralle gentle
man proceeded to eulogiso the conduct of

ing Austria to jomn him 1 putting a pressure | the Queen thioughout Ler reign as acon
upou Italy, witha view of mmproving the; sututnal sovereign. She linked the past

position of the Holy Father at ffome.
possible, of course, butit seems most un-

1t1s) generation of statesmea with the present

Luere neyer was one mure jealous of her

likely. Itisbuta few weekssinco the Im-t perogauve, which she believed w.s given t.

perial Government took a decisive steni her for the good of hier prople.

In thecst

against the Uliramontano party: and they of tus speect, Mr. Discacit referred to the
German Chancellor is not the man tochange § harvest, kitchen and flower gardens, and
s policy on a fundamental jpatter at a: sumilar subjects.



