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THE WAR OF 1812

SIATH ARTICLY

The objeots proposed to be attmined by
the publication of tho foregoing articles on
the war of 1812, are tirst to exposc the fatlacy
of the cry got up by the political philoso-
phers of the Muanc: ester School, and londly
ochoed by the English press, to the effect
that Canada is drfenceless. an-t that it would
be utterly impossible for Great Biitan to
come out of a contest in winch tho political
oxistenco of the Iritish American colonies
wore involved, without dirnster and disgrace,
and by implication that the people were in
different or careless us to what flag they were
under, and would not take on themselves
the Lother of their own defence.  Secondly
—to point out to our young military men
that tho conststutional organization, under
which Canada was not only successfully, but
gloriously defended, was that of the sinuple
militn system . and how necessaiy it 1s now
to cherish the teelings of patriotism and af.
fection for the banner of the Old Red Cross,
*‘which has vraved a thousand years the bat.
tloand the breeze,” when o new e of
political existence is dawnmg on us, aud the
ties which Lind us to the Buntish Empue are
more closely drawn, as well as to illustrate
the events of the great contest as n lesson
worthy of serious attention and careful study.
Political agitrtors, as a general rule, never
enquire closely into yuestions of cause and
effect. It is usually suflicient for *hem that
certain objectionable features exist ina meas.
ure of State— harmless enough in themselves
and totally apart from its ultimate issues—
to enable o good party cry to be got up, and
political opponents damaged in chamcter
and reputation. without a thought be-
ing bestowed on the value of the measure
to the best interests of the country, On no
other grounds can the cry. rec ntly 1everber-
ating through England. of the impossibility
of dopendi-.g (nnada, and of the great cost
it entailed, Lo explained. How injuri »us this
folly has been to the best mtetesis of the
empire can bo casily imaginud ;. wiat ¢flect
it must have had on l-)‘smg_ its paostige and
bringing contewmpt on its diplomatic relation
with other powers.  Who shall say how far
the dismemberment and humiliation of Den-
mark, the sudden aggrandisement of 'rus-
sia, recent and present European com)lica-
tions, and the increased insolence of the de-
mands of the Washington Cabinet as well as
the rupture of our commereial relations
therewith, is. and has been due to this cow-
ardly and disgraceful confession ot nanonal
weakness? It is evident enough that Brit
ish prestige is, has been. and will be, asub-
joct of jealousy to the United States and
Russia, because it thwarts the tradiuonal
policy of the one for universal Western Em-

pire, and of the ather for the scle control of |

the Eastern. The cry of confessed weak-
vess in the proposed measure for abandon-
ing thosc colonies and the countenance
given to that measure by the declaration of
the respunsitle advisers of the Queen,
of their intention to appose no  ob-
stacle to the expressed wish of the people
in tho transfer of their allegiance, led the
Washington politicians to belicve that a lit-
tle pressure only was nhecessary to precipi-
tate that measurc ; aud that the Stars aud
Stripes would float triumphant aver all North
Amenica. Hence the abrogation of tho RRe-
ciprocity Treaty and other contingencies,
wgich followed that very foolish act, which
failed because the people of British Nuith

’ Atnerica understood their own interosts bet-
ter than the Washington or London politi.
| cinns; and it would not be-too much to
| elmm that they also appiccialed in a greater
degreo the true interests of the Biitish Em.
lpire. The mischievous effects arfeing from
the wholerale slandering of the pcok) ¢, are
obrious enough in theirown case. What its
uction may be on the interests of the empire
timeo will «?(r\'ol\o , butthe best possible an
-wer to the who!ssale ealumny s found in
tho aztion of this people in every case of
dunger—in 1812 1n 1337, in the oceasion of
the Trent ditficulty m 1862 and last year
duting the Fenian aggression it was not the
f-ar of England, nor her power or resources
which paialyzed every attempt at conquest,
but the unanimity and determination with
which the whole population rose in arms to
repel aggression. Such is tha truthful an.
~wer tho people of these Provinces can make
to tho charge of inditterence and careless
loyalty, which, with them is no mere lip
sentunent, but the feeling of reverenco and
respect entertained for good and stable
government, and that feeling 13 sustained by
the most powerful of all humen motives—
seif interest.

The judicious measures jollowed since the
Trent diliculty have given us alarge number
of trained otlicers, but no militmy force, at
all sutlicient to meet the exigencies of the
country. It s true there is a large nomnal
Voluuteer force: and the spirit and patriot-
ism of the people is quite suflicient to sus.
tain,at least, ten titnesits numerical strength
but it s totally wneguipped—withont « pro-
per statl, medical establishment, commis.
sariat or artillery ; in reality, there are 20
000 men probably clothed and armed with
i the old Enfield or bad substitutes. and this
constitutes the whole toree Canada could put
into the field. In the commencoment of
the contest of 1812the Pruvince was as bad-
ly provided : - ut theve was » militia law in
existence which brought every available
man into the field when required, and equp-
ments were plentifully provided. .\‘till the
disadvantages of being taken in an unpre
pared state gave the aggressors great pre
ponderance in the contest which required
the genius of Brock and the imbecility of
the .Amencan War Lepartment, and s offi-
cers to countelnct.  Notlung short of the
firn determination ad endwrance of the
Militia could have prolonged the contest
ofter Broek’s death: and 1t is due to the
, stubborn resistance of men nghting for thew
{ humes and tamihies, that Cauada is now s
i part of the British Lmpire.  Indeed, from
the apathy displayed by the British admin-
istration for the fivst two campaigns, it would
appear as it thcy were as indifierent to the
fate of the IP'rovinces as the Mmister of
Louis Quinze—at the penad of its conyuest
—and it was not till the full of Napolcon in
1314, released a portion of those troops who
had mairch: & from Lisbon to Bayonne in one
yseries of triumph that reinforcements de-
scerving the name arived to assist the Col
onists to the glorious termination of & strug-
gle, which thewr valor had already placed be-
yond the shadow of a doubt. When the con-
ditivn of the peuple i those days is compar-
ed with thoe present thne, it 3> evident there
are many more inducements to fight out any
contest which may bo forced on us to the
last bitter issue of desperation.  Tha then
Colonist was literally and truly an exile, and
almust an alien, about whuse welfare hittle
was known or cared at hvme.  He was pour
and engaged in the most laboricu, of alf
" tasks—witning lumsell’ a home and living
| from the wilderness— doubly dreary then, be-

cause almost inaccussible, he was not iden.
i titied in home politics.  The amur purRIa—

tho love of the dear old land—the home of
his childhood—tho church where ho twas
taught his duty to God and man—the villago
school—tho graves of his father, mother and
ancestors—all were resolutions to bind him
to his countiy’s-flng. His tirst lessons of duty
and glory taught him to look on it as
symbolical of all man holds sacred ; it
tlonted over his erpdlo, and with God's hied
it should shadow his grave, nobly was thia
ouligation fullitled; and though he was
rendered by worn.out military martinets
without any knowledgo of, and not unfre-
quently & supremo contempt for, constitu
tional law—and irresponsible executive of
the creaturcs and favorities of the British
Ministry—although his appeal for justice
was tardily and often ungracioudly answered.
fN his strong and simplo loyalty enabled
iim to cast all those considerations to the
winds, and to dare a contest against odds eo
powerful as might well appal the heart of
the stoutest veterun., History has enblazoned
the 1ssue in letters of gold.  Howdifferontly
is the case with us—we aro constitutionally
governed by responsible advisers of the
crown who could not maintain their plans
for one hour in the fnce of a dissatisfied
people. The representations of our sover-
¢ign, soon to become her Viceroy, is a con
stitutionn]l administrator of the laws. ‘The
accumulated labor-savings of our gallant
forefathers have converted the wilderness
into rich fields, and Pope's beautiful idea
of—
The swin in barren deserts with surprise,
Sees lilics spring and sudden verdure rise;,
And starts amongst the thirsty wilds to hem
New falls of water wmurmuring in hig car;
un nifted rocks, the drngons late abode,
The green reed trembles and the bull-rush nods
Waste sandy valleys once perplexed with
thornyg—
The spiry aud shapely Lox adorns,
To leatless shiubs the fowery palin suceceeds,
And = yellow harvest * to the poisonous weeds
las been more than renliscd, while our pos.
tion and connection with the Empire ha-
become vitally important to its pohtical ea-
istence.

If, theretore, vur predecessors fought fu
an idea and a sentiment, we are prepared to
fight for actual palpable substantial advan
tages. If they foughy for standing-room
o wilderness, we tight for a country nch m
every natural production and blessed with
tho best government the worlil ever seen
Nor can the defenco of those interests be
delegated - the reople of Cenada must and
will defens th . own country. The milita
sollice m 1 2 might and did win glorwus
victories for which he was sometimes bolily
thanked, oftener not at all noticed in gene
ral orders. The militin soldier of the pre-
sent day will be untitled to runan the e
of honor for the proudest military distinction
the crown can bestow—the Victoria Crvss.
Such are the motives which actuate the peo-
ple of this Provinco that no force could pos
sibly subjugate them, nor could any power
without the absolute control of the sea com
pel a capitulation by which it would pas
under foreign domination. A review ot th
war of 1812 show duly that the Amencan
War Department inaugurated no new ides
in the proposed mode of conquering Uanada.
Their ‘inus of attack were precisely thos
used Ly the British in the old French wai
sixty years previously and with exacth
similar resulls. ¢ llistory repeats iteell
and so does war—nor is this strange—be
ciuso the topographical configuration of «
countty determine its defensivoand defence
less pusitions, and those who would assail it
must do 0 in the fuotatep of their prede
cessors, und 1 this case the abongnal Indian
marked the only avadable war trml.




