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and thirst, eat, sleop and grow weary like themaelves, muat have
made it well nigh impossiblo for then: tc recognizs in this lowly
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companion the eternoul Son of Ged. They constantly required to
enlarge their cocception of Him, as He went on disclosing and in.
terpreting Himeelf to thern. It is told of Michel Avogelo thas his
oriticism on one of Rapbael's early paiotings was tho one word
¢ Amplius "—DBroader~-the young artist must take broader views

it he would be true to his sobject. So the disciples were con-
strained to be always widening their horizon in the effort to form
a true conception of Christ.

As we read she Gospel and try to picture the impreesicns that
would be made o¢n them by the worde of Jesus, we eeo that,
through all tbe tcaching, the most important and controling ele-
ment was their increasing knowledge of their Tcacher. Not that
we can clearly trace the steps by which they attained their larger
views of Christ. These wider concepticns did net come in regular
order like rippling circles as they breaden from the centre; true
education never does proceed in that fashicn; they came, rather,
amid their interconrse with Chriet, like glimpees caught from
some mount of vision, as Moees frcm the top of Piegah might
learn more about Canasn in an hour than Israel upon the level
counld learn in yeais. o can ece the deepening impression made
upon them by 1lis character, by the charm of His purity, by His
beauty of helinees, by His eympathy and tendernese, by Hia abso-
lute frecdom from sin and stsio. They cannot account for Him
a¢ for other men, cannot classify Ilim with others, cannot enclote
Him within the limits of their own hife. He 18 very near to each
of them and yes immeasurably beyond tkem, €o that po horizon of
excellence within their range scems broad erough to include Him.

1S TEACHING ABOUT TUK SCRIFURES.

This conception brearoe clearcr and more controlling as they
lietened to His words. lie spoko, for instance, about their ancient
Scriptores and roligion, confirming this par$, changing that, and
oasting fresh light on ali. [le ehowed them the meaning and
value of their Law : He took up and applied the testimony of their
prophots ; and, a8 they histened, thcy looked on their nation's life
and literature as bearing witress of Ilum, fisding in Him thair
explanation and fulfilment. In harmooy with this, Paal con.
sidered it to bo the special honor cf his nation, the reaten of their
clection of God, of their place in bistory, of their possession of the
fathers and the promises and the law, that they might preparo the
way for Christ. But can =0 not eeo what & broadeniog of the dis-
ciples’ conception of Jusus was iraplied in all this, when leo whom
they locked on face to faco was thus recognized as thoe One to
whom their nation atd their Seriptuzes had through centurics
been moving as their final goal and explanation?

He olaimed, and they ackuowledged Hie <laim, to to the
Measiab ; bat yet, whan they tried to get cloar ideas of this cflice,
they were confased by tho picture they had already formed of the
Messiab promieed by she prophots ; and wo, instead of interpreting
Jeens by their cocceptions of what the Messiah ehould be, they
chaoged theis picture to make is barmobnizo with Iim; they
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altored thoir viowa of the Nessiauio oflico in the new light oast
upon it by their knowlodgo of tho Messiah.

tlo spoko much about tho kingdom of (Glod: and thoy had 8o
many faleo viows of it to correot, and so many faiso hopes of it to
abiudon, that thoy woero rlow to learn the meaning of Ilie worde.
Iadeed, it wae not aatd after Ilo had lelt them aad had beon
exalted as a I’cince and a Saviour, that, in tho lighs thus thrown
biok upon Hie lifo, they woro ablo to understand Ilis toaoching.
‘Thoy gaived oorrect views of tho kingdom only as they camo o
corroos ideas about tho King.

TUE VALUE OF MIS WONDERYUL WORKS,

Thoy saw llim do many wondoerful worke, but the crowning
value of thoso works was, as Johin saya of tho first miraclo at Cans,
that in them Christ * manifested forth Ilis glory.” Hie works
wore more than the mere rolief of mteury that was pressing &t tho
timo; they revealed n source of help that would bo opoen for all
time. Jesun was disclosing Himsolf in them us the Liord of life,
conqueriog all forms of sickness, casting out powers of evil, break
ing tho bands of death, ns Lord of nature, too, reclaiming the
physioal world to spiritual cads, giving s pledge and forotoken of
the now earth wherain dwolleth righteousnes, They looked and
listened a8 1o forgave the sins of tho penitens, as Ile brought the
burdened scul ous into the liberty of tho sone of God, and as He
laid His power upon tho hoart nud conacionco, oroating new idess
of lifs and giving the poseibility, the hopo and the usurance of
thoir attainmont. 1t was u 8°gnal proof of Chriat's authority when
He cleansed the tomple from defiling tcaflio, it was a fullor dis.
closure of his powor and goodness when 1le cloaneed tho temple of
the body from all maoner of s.ckne.- and wislded control in tho
greas temple of the materisl world ; but Je manifested forth His
glory still more clearly when e sct up His throne in the heart and
coascience where God alone should bo supreme. To vindicate His
claims over the most eacred uffzotions, to constrain the sonl’s
loving devotion 8o that all its onerxies would wheel into line for
His gervice, to convince men that Ho is Lord of the copscience,
and that thoy could not be wrong in obeying Him, this far eur-
passed tho miracles wrought in the matertial world as manifesta-
tions of His Glory.

By many figures and illustrations, too, He helped the disciples
0 more accurate und ndeqouts conoeptions of Him Heo wus the
Bread of lifo to eatisfy the hunger of the soal, the Light of the
world in following Whom thoy could not walk in darkucss, the
Good Bhepherd \Wko would Iay down Hie life for thoir sakes, the
Resurreotion aund the Life in \WWhom to believe is to live for over.
He was the Way, tho only way to tho throne and folowship ol the
Father; the Tiuth, to Whom, it tbey but ses Him, all trauth
loving souls will clcave ; tho Life apart from \Whom the
tonla of men are dead; the Vine, by Whose power they
might be rich in every virtue. These figures are to ue familizr as
household words, but they must have been startling enough to
their first hearers, constraining them to form larger and yet Iarger
oouceptions of Chries.

HIS REVELATION OF THE YATHFR.

He spoke to them often about the Father. No doubt they had
tbought themaselves familiar with the God of Ysrael, bot now they
must recast their conception of im and must think of Jehovah as
revealed and interpreted by Jesus, brooght nigh to them in the
form and !aoguage of a human life. It is not as if the assertion of
His owan claims were opposed to tho Father’s anthority, on the
oontrary, the moze that Ho said about His own Divine nature the
clearer becawme Hig testimony about the Father. He wounld bave
them recognize that in His own tonderaess and sympathy and
gelf-gacrifice they saw tho fullest possibloexpression of the Iather's
character, that the forih-puttiog of Hie own power and His own
righteous and loving lile disclosed to them the works and ways of
the Most Hligh. Trying to grasp this traibh, which was still be.
yond their reach, one, who eeemingly spoke for all, esid: * Show
ns the Father and it suldiceth us,” and Jesus answered, as if in
sarprise as well asia reproof: ** Have I becn 8o long time with
you and yot hast thou not known Me, Philip?” and thon Ho
added those words which lie at the floundation ol our Christian
theology . ** He that hath scen Mo hath scen tho Pather.”

THEIK PERFLENITY REGARDING HIS DEATH.

But apparently most perplexing of all to them was what Ho aaid
about His death , it confused as well as pained them ; thoy could not
fit 1t 10 with the extended viowa which they were forming of Him ,
0 far from broadening their conception, it scemed to brand Hin
with ¢hamo and failure. Looking back upon 1t afterwards they saw
how little at tho time they understood His teaching about the atone.
ment, how the very purposo of His coming was that Ho might give
Himself for men, how tho ono appuintinent made in remembravce
of Him was the memorial of Hia death, how, oven at the coming of
thoso Greeke, Ho spoke of His death av tho great attractivn by




