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"Except tbc Lord build the house, they labour in vain that
build it."

-1 'vs glati when they s&ad unta me, Lot ns go into bbc bouse e!
bue Lard."

,rthe Beible Jow was at that time et day tho meut religious on the
face of tha earbi. Hoe lived in the fbar cf tlic (ed of bie fatbor,
snd thivivne presence 'vas a member cf his bouse, louding ta il
indesoribable bcauty sud mystary. This Jew nover made the
immense sud iedeacribabla niistake ai soparsting botween bbc
cburch sud the home. lb sheuld ever ha borne in mind that al!
the strength aud aît the purity whicboeua expected frcin tbeobnrch
muet comas from tha strong and healthy lifa which ahounded ie
Christian homes. lb was in the homo wihere the Jow and whare
'vo alao should couceivo au immeutaliby, and it 'vas in tho temple
of Christ that 'vo only conld learu its resI significance. Pcrbaps
tho greteat 'vork bwo pneple could set their harbs ta do on tisi
eartlî wss te create s home, sud if twro persens did notbing aise
but ratio sud maintain s borne 6usid witb faibh, (lad, sud bbc love
ef min, thon thoy dosarved 'voîl of bbc cemmouwealth et Eegland.
Home should neyer ha considered as a mare sort cf siblimated
lodgang.heusc, where it 'vas passible, luerbapzi, te obtaue more
confort than living iu racime. Homo 'vas the nursery cf humnan
liea by oery arrangement o! nature, whilst lb 'vas aise the place
wheo e bbauty of a wcman's murai obaractor coent te fle'ver,
and where s in learned to loso thrt seifishsa wbich 'vas bis
'vont and te becomo a self.sacriBicing individual. Hlomo 'vas the
place wharo charactar sud manbood's rosi etrength 'vas forrned,
sud it beboved thora ta tae caro tbat no impiaus band abould
be plaoed upon thc aanctity of thc bhrne. Homo aboya cverytbiug
wus a citadel oi (led, sud it would ho au unspaîkablo disaster, s
crash that 'wonld shako net ouiy bbc foundations oi bbc church,
but society as 'voit, w've auy attack made upon this cibadel. In
tho nattèr of hemne bbc Birt necessity 'vas, cf ceurse, a bouse, that
'vas, util 've becarne dismembered spirits, and ho cioubted 'vhetbcr
s good homne could lio iorrnd 'vhera more than ana family lived
lu a bouse. Thora 'vere country districts as vii as theso cf the
great citios 'vbich 'vere sadly staiucd by imrnerality, bao oteu
causod by overorowdieg. To bis mind, ageed bouse a s csentia
te the lcsding of s goed hie, sud Le (lid net for s moment heliave
that juttice coula ho doue ta the saul of in 'era injustice bcingî
doua ta bis body. Soineo prcbty cettage fromn tbc railwsy train
noatlcd lu a dehightful spot, sud yet 'vithin ail 'vas black, for lb
'vas net ta bis mind possibla te ho a God.faarieg Christian vihen
a man witb bis 'vhoe fsmuly sud passibly more 'vere, irrespactiva
of age sud ax, orowad intoas singlo sinsîl rooni. 0f ail men
w-bai titis country shonld 'vish well of, bbc anc vas bbthe ildar
'vhe put up s dccent claiesaf bouse, for by so doing bc was premuat.
ing the 'velfareofa man, sud in proportion tw bis 'vark hoe wui
deserviug a! grcit bottour. Ho bath indeed donc s great tbing
'vho bath huait a gocd bouse, aud ne inu 'as descr-vin2g of greater
boueur. IL'as a great tbing bavarda peopia iosdinig slf-respocting
lives, sud living in a gond lions gave sud taught tbomn confidence.
Ou the other banc. if thora 'vas one in nbe deserved ta ho
brought 'vithin tbe anm of the law, lb 'vas tbc miscraut wbe but
a rottcn bouse abauudiug in deabb traps, sud ta bbc apaaker's
mind that cia,, cf in 'as a dishonour ta bie geratien. The
Chutact iu iti day lia beu roscly euougb ta cant mou out frein
its midst for becey, wb:cb 'vas, sitar ail ouly loase, careoeus, sud
inaccurate tbîukiug, but se far as ho kuew il. lad doe no eing ta
copa witb this abameleaad calcelating wichccdnu, sud whan it
did a auatbr ers cf boe wouid ds'vn for IL

A boume, hon-aver, 'vas only the boginning ofi bue homo, thora
was the furnishing, and if thoy doubted Ibis hae advissd thern lu s
moment ef ahsant.miudsdnus tw venture int the domicile of a
ueighhor. l'robabiy bbc mistake 'vonid ho discovcred are tbcy got
farthar ihan the hall, snd then thero 'ventd bcoa haaby retreat.* A
homo aboula ho sarnetbiug more than a bouse, fer lb 'vas the
comploeoenvirournt, a lie, sud by way of s paronthe e hould
say tbat the vibolosalo building of bouses alike in auburban
districts tonded te diabroy the individuality, sud led aise ta, a
iowcning influence ef character. But ta corne bsck tr. bbc
iuruishieg cf the bouse, bow ioolisb sud poor.miuded people muet
ha whe could go sud buy tha 'whoic of their furnituro at ence ar
let tha coutract ta tmonee ta have bbchern ooady aud furnished,
or wbo permitted their ewn home te hoe au exact reproduction a!
their neigbour's. It bail hoon bis priviloRe ta have beau taken
ovar ont a! the moit beautif ni hoines in Euglsnd, aud the charin
of thatboaubinl place 'vas that the owuners lied proaervodl ovez-y
bit of furniture sud article aines tbycemmeueed lifin lu humble
wayasuamried couple. The whols bouseyrva. record of the

llefocf its fumatos, whore every abject had a history. ôery ornoi
ment vaus atretsure ef love, and in faut overy article a mernauto
whlcb recordod &orne ohapter of liio's blstory. Think for a
moment of tho books to hoe fonnd ln a haute. D anyone ovor
givo wbelesaio ordor for books. If thora vers a heathen who
did suh a thing ho doserred neyer a&,ain to have a houk. Their
books ahauld bu baught one by ana, lb mattered nlot whether thoy
wero firet editions or twelfth, but they shootd a bcinterlined cdi.
tions af the great authors, editad by t!iair own affection.. Thon,
to, it was aw(nl ta ocutemplate tho readiuess with which peopie
would leavo thair bouses aowadays, often for ne ressort at a&U.
Horme was home, it, n'attered net whether it was a six.roamod or
s twcnby.roomed bouse, sund yet they r-oula rnthlessiy fiing away
the signs sud parables of their liven, which itlia taken years ta
acumulate, sud he knew aino man who unmoved cauld contemplate
tho outward symbole of a former home. Let thom new for a few
minutes turu to the ohurch home whlch lay se near thoir hearts
on that inaugural Sunday. Sînce bhey were mot iu that beautif ni,
welU-desigued and airy churcb, ho wculd remlud themn how im-
portant it was that religion aboula be proporly housed, and ho
would add, if it was important for theiu who laed good homes it
was ten tirisa more se for the masses te ho mat with lu tho greait
cin. When in his own city he went juta ane af the ahurebes
af tbo Roman faitb in s poor district, or possibly aveu in a foreign
city, what cin coulc! one do but thank God thatthe pooranadnecdy
o! the neigbbourhood cauld camae into that beautiful building and
with tho richeat indulge ini bbe recollactiaus, af their own spiritual
hisbory, and their boarta could bave full play. But why abouldt not
thechurch ofthe Puritans bc se brightcued-à chai-ch ne iiiumnedo
with aIl tics of sacramental love sud joy, the rapoaitory of menia-
ries which searcbad the very hart, bbc "hbaro, wec kirk" which ta
many became the vestibule cf beaven 1

Tao ery 11bare, we kirk" thora was à sort of spirituel zormance
wbich hallowed that ugly aid building in Scobland for Scotsrnan.
He askcd thani ta pictura thc latter building %with its boit af black
liret bgnard it againat the ravagEs ci tho wiuter staorrn, und the
gray atones &round wbhich marked tbe graves et bbc fathers a! the
clan. Lot tborn wabch the aId mnu going in tbrough the littlc
door wo bhc old.fashianed pow. Ha rememhcred sibbing thora long
ago witb hie father, sud had s feint kiud of recollection of his
grandiathcr, andc!h ab ffect produced in blm was eue o! tender
memories cf thasa whe, had gene hafere. Again ho sat thero wibh
bis owu cbjîdren in tho place wbere bis graudfather aud father
used ta oit, snd now wo-day bis children sud thoir childreu at
thoro aronnd bim, aud tho church ta hum wss i.naea s honme fucll
of tendcrest morneries. Again, let then taka a church or chapel
downa aide street in the groat city af London. Why sornorninig
did tl e business mn ou bis way ta werk turu off 'iewn that aide
street sud stand opposite that grimn old sud possibly uusightiy
building. Ieauseas spirit cf thankfnln cas remitined iu that mn.
Ha remcmbered the tine wvheu ho vas a poor, friendiesa lud cerna
te Londau fer business, aud baw ana Snndc.y bo staod at tha door
half airaid ta go iu. lia remrnbcred that kind persan who taak
hini te bis pow, apoe te bim, sud aftersarda ssked hini te his
bouse, who surrouuidcd hum wutb gond cern sions sud put himi
in the wsy of cultured ro1i&iauis zeciaty. Later ho vas married
thora, sud when God gava him obildren iu that building ha gava
thein ta the service cf Jeans Christ. Bis uiud vent hsck ta ail
these things, sud ho tbaukcd (lad that ho 'vas *ver attracted ta
that church whicb, ta bim, aiso 'vas indeed a home. It 'vas inch
bhanghbs as these which anrronnded s churcb vith a spiritzual
ramance, sud new they to, in thoir uew building, vautd ho
rsising up memeriais cf thair love sud tbc uifectionsof thelr home.
A lot af tbis, it uuight ha argued, wua pure sentiment, but atili it
'vas sfine thiug. Suecerod aI t tten 'as, ud yet snppaing thoy
robbed literature of sentiment. wbat bad they leit tut a hare,
repulsive, biatsl realiim. Lot thenu denude palibicaol sentiment
sud thora wouid romain uathing but bard doctrinal theories, sud
ii thoy reuiovad sentiment fromn religion they mnigbt ast 'val close
it at.once. Sentiment in thas life 'as everything. Had tbey ever
beaun in foreigu wvaters 'vh.e iay a Biritish mau.of-war, sud bail
thay oer heard its band pis y "lad sae the Quecu" witbout
feeling bbc Dlood mun luster through bhs'ir veina aud bhiuking wibb
pridts-I arn Englishman." H. 'vuld sk thcscmen'vbosnetred
aI. sentiment wbethcr they did not remcmberand weuld uaL slways
rernember wbero they woad sud woen the hast 'voman aui esrbh.
If they farget that thay deservo ta forgot averything. WVas thora
in this country nolittle Oocl's sce whera at lest once asyrar tbcy
vislted? Thare ore mauy grauder church.ysrds nearor hicin
perhaps, but thora lu a secludecc spot lay their dcad, sund dia they
net visit thal spot saung Suuday, sud au wibh ncavcrcd hond they
viowcd tho ss.cred spot, led bhey nat mnado soicin masintiens ta
livea sbotter lif. u they thou$bt of thosa "lio bad gene Moore.
Ail this xuight indeed hc sentiment, but it las incb sentiment ast
roulc! came with the growth of tbircharch. &tprentubitawalle

leaked naw, sud aitbougb neivy ciusteredl round thora as yet,
nome day ivy vauta graw uipau their chureb, 'vithin Il wouid ho
clothcd hy th oir affections. The church alt1er aIl 'vas Iboir home
sud 1h airs 'as tbc appertuuitY af mâ,king it re3ouud with glad
hymne cf praise. They cmo there ta tis nov place of worthigf romn many churches, .ud wero beginnlng . nsw ohurch lite, an
bo tnzsb.d that lb wauld inedeed bo thekl spiritoal homei.
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