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A Powerful Pulpit Weapon.

T 1lIE first place is given ini tlîis nuonthis IHoiiletic
Revie-w, ta an article of raore thaxu paassing iiîtcrest

by J. Spexîce K-eîunard D.D., af Chuicago, on IThe use
aind alise of WVit and Hunmour ini Preatcliiiîg," a paîper
in wluiclu. ini addition ta au able treatnucnt of tic subject
in lîand, aire ta be fousid uaîny intcrest ing ailhuiions ta
the place anîd powver af thîe pulpit itself, ais for inîstance
in thîe opeiig sentenîce :-Amonîg tue forces of societv,
the pîxîpit is an illustration flot oxîly of tic survival ai
the fittest, but of t:ie bcst. \Vluii wve consider lios
ilîtclî it lias liad ta contexid wvith, bath froîîî witlîin
and %vitlîout, in thie struggle for existaluce, WC aire con-
straincd ta, admire its inextinguisliable vitality ais fuil iii-
stitutioli. Thue preachier to-day bais a lairger colistitu-
cncy, a moure respectfuîl anid livehy luuaariiîg thlîa ever
before, and tlîiç in spite af thue powerfîil rivailry af the
press, whiiclî s any declare bais suîpcrseded the pulpit
aînd stolen its glory. As a ruile the preaclier of ta-day
us more free, anud iaituiral, anxd iiiain, anîd, indecd.
muort vigourausly religiaus tlîanî the averaîge miuiister of
a ceîîtuîry ago ; ta wiîiclb lie adds a broaidcr culture and
larger siuovledge ai thxe world aind meii. Buit lie lias
by no means broken everv fetter froni lus linibs, îîor
seizcd evcry weapon ait lîand, îîor irnpressed lus work
ipoan Society as broadhy aind deeply as lie miglut if lic
woîîld liced saine patexut facts conceriing audienuces and
thîcir stisceptibilitics. rMie amni of thîe pulpit is brold
anxd comprelieilsive. Its, scope is flot ixîitcd by its
cliief objective poinut, thîe proclamration of thie Gospel.
Its etlîical fiîîîctior, as W~eil ais its evaingelisnî, caîlîs for
pitîgexit comnuon sense, touches af fiaittre wliiclu Il niakce
thîe xvhîole wvorid kix," thxe wvut as %velh as the pathol; af
mcii. Whiilc its fulcrum is thie cross, its leverage
extends to cvcry forti of folly and sini, ta cvery phaise
of luixîliaiii expericlîce.

WVhiiie tlierefore, bie says, wit anîd humour ]laive no
entrance txpan thec hîoly af holies of aur f-uitlu, thîey aire
flot cxciuided from the courts of Churistiani cdîics ; and
tbey nîa% work as eflicicntly for social purification anid
reformi from tic pulpi x as they do franu seculair literatutre,
or the 1ulattfarni. It is badu legitimaite anîd saunative Dr.
Keîînard lîolds ta maike sin auppear nat oniy griîn and
ghas*ly, but Itîdicrous as %veli. For wickcdiicss, wshile
it lias an awful and repulsive side, is alsa a manstraus
absuîrdity ; ta thue wh'oie moral order it is a hideous

caricature. Thelî tranisgresser builds bis bouse on quîcic-
sand anmd of ice for granite, hieals bis wouindcd con-
science %vîtIî shini plastcrs, breaks througli a1 hcdgc to
snatc'a forbicden fruit aînd laînds in a nelt of serpents,
clixses jiielz-o'-ilantertis ta flounider ani the liag, and
gaînies witlî tic devii, whlo raacks wlîile lic flccces
1hinî. \w'hat nore leffitiîua-me vork illan ta mnake sul
:îppear incarnate folly, ta lie Iaîîglied out of c.ouliîtclnce
and lîooted froni the c-lurt of ciiiiiiion sense.

Anîong the distiîîguislîcd preacixers ini every genera-
tion wlîa made lise of wvit aînd humour ini die pulpit. Dr.
lCcnn.îrd gives -Chlrysostoin, Laîtixiier, South, l3crridge,
Sydnley Sîiith, Rowland ill, Beccier, Spuirgeon,
biooclv, aînd Mcecil.

Buît lic recogni.'es the danîger that niiiglit arise uiîless
this wenrein was wisely hamlfld, -and lie Gîî%ds. ilaut Ille
prejîîdiiie aigainst %vit ini the pulpit is lxîrgcly dtuc to its
abuse. Tiihere is a dangerous tcîedecy for the liiîiorous
to uisurp more and more of a man's tliikiing if it' k
uiative to lîiîî and xniuclî indulged ;anid as therc ;. re few
tlîiîgs miore secrctly gratifying to a speaker than thc
rippling siniales andI signiaficaiit nods of bis hearers, so
thec temptation grows ta a larger indulgence in wliat
awakens tliat sort of respoi'se. ht k a question whethcr
a îwiajoriky of speakers are flot more gratiied \Vith -.1
reputatioxi for wit tnan wvisdoni. Instances are flot rare
of meni witlî %vhox the habit of fatcetiouistiess, satire,
punning, grotesque allusion, and nîirtlî.provokiîg ancc-
dote lais grown, afil unicotibeiously, tili it liais wcakcned
the unitv, aîîtlorîty, anîd uscfulîîess of tlheir preacliing.
Thei rcstraiîîiig influence of conîscicnce anîd spiritual
carxicstîîess ouglit to prevcnt suiclia resuit. Il1 wonder,
MNr. Spurgeon," said aui old respected minister ta tlîat
incomparable preaclier, Il tîxat )-ou should atlow yoursclf
sucx freedoin and discredit your sacred calling by xnak-
ing sa inany jokes in tlhe pulpit." IlAli," said the
preaclier with a sigli and a twinkic, '' you would flot
%voîîder if yoti kniew how niany more 1 kept ta miyseîf."
1t is just tîxis self-control tlîat saves thc wisc and witty
mail froni the bathios into whlîi the wittv but uxîwisc
precipitate Uîemnselves.

'fie truc preaclier will neyer hase siglît of the tre-
mendous and eternal issues of bis calling ; will neyer
forget tbat lus mission is an embassy froîn a thronc of
infini'.e xîîjesty anîd love ta tlîosc wlo, in endless caîra-
vain, are passing tlîrougli lîfc's brief span ; thiat luis
work ks ta guide, chîcer, inspire, anîd dcfeiîd tliese
people ; and wlîile %vit and huiror have thîcir place and
svark ini tlis fulîctioiî, thîey are to be xxsed witlî delicacy,
clîastecss, discretian, and ni-iral eariiestness, and mîust
ailways perforni a vcry subordinatc part. The Scriptures
sauy, Il Nlirth is a niedicitie," but tlîey (Io flot direct uis to
thîe apotlîecary for our rcgur:lcir dxdc. In the saine way
wvit anîd luumoi are the rondiments for flavouring sorte
portions of aur moral nutrinment; but if the preaclier wvil
persist in pîîtting sait in aur coffce and pepper in our
bread, much more if hie furnish our table clîielly witli
mustard anid capers, it would only bc paetic justice if
bis people grow s0 spicy as ta performi thec practical
joke of sendixug for luis resignation.

A Pioncer Gone.

It is only thxe otîxer day tlîat w~e liad a letter on
Chîurch matters from the venerable Dr. MacLcod, af
Sydney, Cape Breton, and now the miail brings Iie news
af lus death. I-is race 'vas fully run and blis work
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