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toleration. À storri Calvinîst luimself, Varie proolaimed tho BRIred Mnaxim
cithat EVEP.Y BIAN who worshipped God aeeording to the dictates of his
conscience was ontitled to the protection of thc state ;" and in this avowal ho
was sustaincd by those stauneh Independerits, Cromwell, k1arten and St. John.
Forster, in bis "lStatesmen of the Commonwealth," says that "lVarie heralded
the way for Mî1lton and Locke, for the great statesman riox, and for his noble
kinsinan in our time, Lord flolland." 0During Pym's life, Vane followed his
leadership, and for several years -vas a confidential adviser of Oliver Cromu-
well. On every great Ineasure of the flouse of Corumons, Varie' s naine
appears. HIe supports the abolition of the Star Chamber and lligh Commis-
sion Courts, and the enaetment of habeas corpus; it is Vane that carnies up
the impeachment to the Lords against that great tyrant, Arehbishop Laud,
and it is Varie that obtains for Pymn thc proof of those crimes tînt sond
Strafford to the exec»utioner. Varie is one of the first to advocate that famnous
Ilroot and branch petition" that ends in the overthrow of the Bishops. 11-e
is of that Iong"-to-be-remembered Westminster Assembly, wlcre he urisue-
cessfiully endeavours to inspire the Preshyterian divines with those prineiples
of religious freedoin that to him were so dear. Varie, too, wis~ the Commis-
siorier by whose persistence the word IlLeague" was inserted in the titie of
thc Covenant by whieh the Parliamentarians of England and the people of
Scotland bound theniselves together. lit was Varie who hrid inserted ini the
covenant itself the words IlAceording to the Word of God," before jhe
words Il ad the example of the best refonmed churches ;" words which com-
pletely altered the sense of the covenant that had bcen drawn up by the
Presbyterians. llad it not beeri for these words, mariy of the Indopetidents
would not have subscribed the covenant, and those who would have sub-
scribed it would have been bound by it to set rip Presbytery as the churcli
goverriment of the English nation. As it was, the Preshyterians eharged
the Thdeperidents with being covenant-breakers, whieh they repelled by
quoting the words of the covenant. They even xnaintairied that they did
more than the covenant rcquired, ns they lad coneurred in the establishmenit
of prcsbytery ; wivhle they irisisted that the Congregational and ail other
evangelienl. churehes sbould be tolerated. Varie, Cromwell, and some others,
would have tolerated Jews, IRoman Catholies, and Unitarians.

Ail historians agree in the stateiaent that the IPreshyterians would consent
to no settiement of their religion on the nation, with toleration for other
religious bodies. It was this intolerance of theirs thnt drew from, John Milton
that harsh poem, in which oecurs the following lines:

"IBecause yon bave thrown ofF your prelate lord,
And with stiff vow renoncd, his liturgy,
.... Dare ye for this abjure the civil sword,
To for-ce our consciences that Chirist set free
And ride us witlî a classie hierarchy,

...New Preshyter is but Old Pniest writ large."

lIt is but justice to the ýPresbyterians to remark tint, ha 'If a century later,
tînt body disavowed the intolerance of their predecessors, but for whieh the
Presbyterian inigît have heen tÉc national religio 'n of ]3nitain.

A haif a century lad gone by since the first Congregatiorial churcI lad
beeri establishced in EngleIznd, when the Long -Parliamerit met; a quarter of a
century had elapsed since Jacob, .had xeturned from Leyden, to re-transpiant
Corigregationallsm into Southwanlç; and ta ail human appearances littie pro-
gress lad been mmde on Brnitish soil; except in the newýsettIements ncross tho
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