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preparation? The all.nicrciful Disposer has
doubtiesf wise andi gracions onds te tserve by
lceepirg us in ignorance of a date which lu te
Hlimseftl xed and certain; and %vho, ean ques-
tion that oneoef thes eonde is te persuade us
te hoe alwczys ready, an(Pt0 upeud every day as
if it wVs Our lt
PIII1. Both seasons further agree iu bolzxg
ain9nklcll! event/ul in theïr issue8.
el How big-rith important tonsequer.ces la the
birth of a child 1 Conimon and familiar as it
le, it le rcally, as one has romarked, a greater
event thon the creation of a suis. Think what
bas happencd wben a child le bora inté the
world. A conscieus being hâe begun te liyc
--an immortal spirit ban been addod to, the
intelligent univer&e-R ercature bas corne inte
being which shalh survive yonder orb of dzy !
The sun, confessedlly gleeloas as ia i, je but a
mass of passive, unconocione matter: it canne
tbink, it knows flot ifs o wf spie-ndour, it feels
not its own heat, and te long it wilI ho ex-
tingtîished. But that feeblo babe, which bac
just corne wceping iet the world, la endowed
'with mind, is capablo of riglit and wrong, 10
accountable to God, le destinedl te suffer or to
enjoy throughout endiece duration. You can-
flot tell, indced, what preciso lot awaits tlic
infant stranger; you, cannot toit whetber hip
xxew-found being le te prove a blessing te him,
or only a curse; a darh mystery yot bang. ovor
the uutravellcd path boléo him. But this
very mystery serves te helghten the Interest-
and anxiaty with whieh yont regcrd bixn. And
as you gaze on his yet unexprossivo eounte-
nanco, and meditate on bis yet uudovoloped
history, the conviction grows upen yen, that a
more solemn and suggestive spectacle thon r,
niew-born infant the sun doca flot shîno upon
in ail its circuit.

But le death a lois eventful criroio 1 ssured-
ly no. To-day you sc a man walkinit in theo
niajesty of bis strength, u ith tho bleoiz or
bealth on his cheh and the beara o? intîlli-
gonce in bis eye; and, biehold, to-orr -h
ie a piece of cold insensato dlay, which, reqnireu
te ho bo rne froux bis honse and buried ont of
sight-a trophy o? the spoiler Death 1 Now
yonr oye r&Us on somo grect oue ofttho earth,
sofar oxaffed in ranit an>d riches above bio
fellowo, se snrroandod 'cith admiring depend-
ante, se capable of mating thoaswzde happy,.
t'bat you might deemn birn a god in this lower
world, or at lcast of another lineage and nobîer
deetiny thon ordinary mortals ;-yen look again
and ho le laid in bis coffin, strippedlofil iei
distinc4nu. with the doora writtea on bis
gbastly brow, "«Dnet to duet, ases te aubes ;"
-another trophy of fthe level4er Death 1 Yen
'risit a family:on', Oeffliour~ of some domestle
festivrO, wlien ail ite members, fer -"d near,

are collected, aud ail> freux boary grandeire te
liepiug grandchild, unite in a happy intorchange
of homo affections. It le a lovely sight-a
siçfht Iwhieh earth, may well ho proud ef, and
wch aveun heaven xnay atoep dowu 'wel
pleauedl to see. You retura a fow weeke alter,
and bôu' alteed le the sceno!1 Theo grand.
siro's chair Le vacant; or the lisping baba bas
faded like a gathered lily; or, in place of ftxe
blooming maiden who fihled thxe hanse with
merry glee,' there lu only a white-shironded
corpse3t It le nowr the bouse of mourning ; and
the stiflcd sobs whieh break ifs gloomy stillnes
suffice te, ký,i what a cruel sunderer of family
bouduis Doatx.

Nor are these the whole of the issues of deatb.
Like birth, deatix ushers into a new existence;
and how cveutfui that after-exlstencel BrEen
were dcath uetbîng more thon a dissolution of
the body, and a sunderance of the tics wbich
biud to eartbly frionde and earthly hopes, it
wenld ho impossible to regard it as othor than
a mostaffccting catastrophe. But deathi luir-
xneasurably more. It is the birth-time of a
future ceaseless existence ; if is the portal te
etCrnify. Instcad of boing an isolated moment
unconnocted with 'the remembered past, ad
unrelated te tbe expcsed future, the " tie te
die" is the very crisis of being-tb consumma-
tien clter of the tbreatening. HoM that boliveth
not shail be damned," or tlie promise "Ho that
believetix shtaîl have overlasting lifo." Then
probation onde and retribution begine. Thon thxe
immortal spirit jsecither churmed awity as by
celestiat music te its hèavenly home, or hur-
ried in utter diemay te, its 1«own p lace in
Tephet. This honr our brother shail ho with
us bore on earth, alive, hike ourselves, te al
tixe intereste of the prescut world, feeling the
sanie wauts, ]oeking upon fthe same scenes of
earth and sky, and asking, witb us, anxieue
but unanswered questions about tise oternal fu-
ture. Tho next heur dleatix cornes, and in a
moment ho is iu the midst of you dreadre-
ties-coLgnis;ant ef them al!, arnnzedet the= an,
and estabhisbed lu hie "lot" for evel! 1! c'1.uld
'wF, but bave for a moment the voit wiithdva
'which ebrouds the nxystery of death-couiýlwe
but pase for a moment eliher witb thxe dying
believer jute, the ineffable light and féeiiy of
thse Saviour's presence, or with the dying sinner
inito the black darkness in wbich ho vaniebes-
we thould neyer &ain lot go the conviction,
that o? ail eventfixl moments the most awfnhly
eventful le the "1tixno te die."

-IV. Passing frein peints of resémblanco to
points of contrast I remnark that thxe " tIie te

hobora" and the,, "time te die' pvesent a cm-
trast in the feelings wh icls theyj respetvely a-
oesien.

The feelings nsually excited by the birth of
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