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LESSOINS FOR DECEMBER.

FIRST SABBATH.

SUJIJECI :-2?sis before the Governor-
Matt. 27 - 11-26.

The aimn of the teachecr, in dealing with
mnis lesbun, sbou]d Le o gie to tbe class
a connccîed hbtory of the tirilal in a narra-
tive furrn. Nu%%bere is it better told than
uinî.s "Last Da) ofecur Lord's Pas-
sioii.-Cli. 4-6.

Icbus h.ad becn tricd before the San-
bcdrimi and cuoîadenîxaid; but, as tbe Ro-
man authouriit-btivii.- Lad power to punisb
for capaital offenices, hie is inow sent to the
Pi o,.rtor- Ponti us Pi late,- the bighi au-
thurities of the Je%%i,,Iî Church haviîîg littie
duubt, that Pilate w onld at once c(,nalyl
ivith thecir îec1 nL-,t, and conderrn the
prisoner the), had fumid guiliy.

XV. I 1-14.-Thcîr fir-,t charge is given
in Luke 23",: 2. It %vonld bave been use-
icss to act- use Jc:its tu Pilate of blaspbcmny
or any religions, offteîne, so they acuse
H-im as a h)oliticai offender, guilty of trea-
son. Pilate kceping to tbe centre of the
accusation, abks lIiim, "lArt Thou tbe
King of the Jeavs?" He is answered
"tyes ;" an d, amazed at sucb an answer,
lie takes Jesus into the Judgment-ball,
and questions MIin as to His meaning.
Jesub then explains clcarly that His Kinag-
dom K as nut of th, worid, and that, there-
fort, thec wab nothing politicaliy dangecr-
Oub il' Ils claims-Johln 8: 33-38. Pilate
is satibfiedl, and bchicves that the fanaticai
Jensb hac bmuu-ht to him oniy an enthu-
&iabt, a philosopher, and so lie goes cut
and says, I find in Llim no fauit at ail."
}lerc .ncxt corne in vv. 12-14 Of the tesson.
The biknice of jcsnsti is inapressive and
foul uf îcacbing. lie neyer spoke except

to '.usewh wc ew iiu toher.Silence
is golden %vlien you arc opiaosed to fana.
tics or Pharisees. lie sas. "Cast not
your pearis beflore swine."

Iu their ontcrieb againist Jesus, the Jews
rcfer to Ilis being' from Galilece and

Piat eaig this, avails hinaseif of it to
send ina fr trial to lIerod, wb'o was in
Jerusaleni at the timie. Luke .23: 4-12.
Herod mocks aîîd sends Him back ; an(],
froin v. 15 of the tesson, we have Jcsus,
second appearance before Tilate.

Pihate now gives Nvay a 1ittle maore to
the JcWs. le offers to chastise Jesus anad
let iM go. Luke 23 :13-16. Tlicy arc
no more satisfied tharl a tiger would Le
with a taste of blood. Pilate then, maltes
anotlic: effer, based on a custm coinpli.

mentary to the great gathering of the peo.
ple at th'e Passover time ; and, in order
to succeed, he narrows thecir choice be-
tween Jesus and one Barabbas, who, for
sedition and niurder, biad been cast into
prison. Vv. 15-13 of the tesson.

V. i9.-While waiting tbcir aniswer, a,
message is brouglit to imii fromn bis wife.
That she should take so unusual a step, is
either a singular l)roof hio% deep and %vide-
spread was the inipre-;siun our Lord had
made in the course of i-is short mninistry,
or it may be rcgarded as an indication of
God's readiness to strengthien ail] w'ho arc
striving to do r4ght. It siîouid have mnade
P>ilate resolute to do right; but, instead
of that, hie compronied, and so he 'vas
f-"rccd stelp by stcp) to do wlbat lit: lad de-
tcrinied not to do.

Vv. 20-23 -'l'he timle slpent iii rcceiv-
ing this rnes-,age gave the priests and
eiders opportunity to inove about among
tbe mioL, and stiniulate theni to ask for
the release of B3arabbas. So that, ivhen
Pilate tomns andi asks the question again,
they eall ont IlBarabbas?' Surprised at s0
astouinding a choice, he lielplessly abdi-
cates bis position as governor and judgc,
and asks, ' whit shall 1 then do with
Jesus ?' The crowd, lbaving gathered
strength Ly delays, and inflanied Ly the
chief priests, is ready with an
answer, "Let H-im be crticificd'. Pilate
argues. But they are in no mood now
for argument. They simply yell back the
cry, 'Jet Hiim be crucified.'

Tv. 24-26.-Pilate thinkb bie lias donc
ail tiat man can dD. He did more than
could have been expected of him. But he
did not dare to do bis duty. Vet lie tbinks
lie can throw the responsibility off imse!,lf
and transfer it to tbiei. Tbey rcaciily ac-
cept it, but none the lcss does it rcmain
on him. H-e then bauds Jesus over to
tbe soldiers to scourge IIim as tbe usual
prelimninary to crucifixion. The accounit
of tbe scourging is givcn iii Mark 15:
16-2o. Pilate is so inoved at the sighit
that lit thinks tbe people xviII relent, and
50 lie goes forth to thcmn again with jesus,
saying, - 1khold the man " The unavail-
in- attempt is describcd in Johin ig: 4-1r6.
There is no pity for Jcstis. -Jew and Gczn-
tule have unitec in rejecting I-litai, and lie
is led away as a lamib to tbe blaughiter.

SECÔND SABBATII.

SUBJECr :- Tiz C7r:zc.cion-Mýatt. 27
45-54.

Jesuis lias been ]cd without the gate of
Tcrusaiem (Heb 13: 12) to the bihl of
Calvary ; and there, ân a low, Lare cleva-
tion, somiewhiat like a human skuil in


