CORRESPONDENCE,

MoRRISBURGH, ONTARIO,
Oct. 14, 1867,

2

To the Members of the Synods of Nova'!

Scotia and Xew Brunswick.

I regret exceedingly that it will not be in
my power to carry out the proposition made
to your Synods, and favourably received by
them, for publishing a, historical and statis-
tical statement of the Church of Scot-
land in the Maritime Provinces, along with
that for Ontarjo and Quebec, Many reasons
might be given, but one will suffice for the
present :—it is hard to make bricks without
atraw! There are 23 congregations in Nova
Scotia, and 14 in New Brunswick, in all, 37.
At this date I have received only 13 returns
from the former x,md 9 from the latter, as
follows :—
N. S,

R N. B.
1 Halifax, St. Mathews.

1 Fredericton,

2 “ St Andrews. 2 St. Jahn,
3 Piotou. 3 Portland. .
4 New Glasgow. 4 Newcastle,

& Salt Springs § Chatham.

6 Albion Mines, 6 Nashwaak.
7 Muesquodobit. 7 Richmond.
8 River John. . . 8 Woodstoek.
9 Earltown, 9 Bathurst.-

Not heard from :
1 Sti. Andrews,
2 Dalhousie.

4 Campbejion,
4 ‘I'sbisintac.

5 N. Richmond.

10 Charlottetown.
11 Belfast.
12 Georgetowa.
3 Newtoandland.
Not heard from:—
1 'I'ruro.
2 MeLennans Mountain,
3 Rogers Hill and Cape John.
4 Barneys River.
5 Wallace and Pugwash.
8 Cape Bretop, 3 cougregations.
9 St. Peters Road,
10 East River.

It is thus evident that any statement that
might be given of the history and present
position of the Church in your Synods must
necessarily be incomplete. Most of the re-
turns are very satisfactory, and they embrace
a great deal of vainable and interesting in-
formation. A few of them however reguire
to be supplemented, which implies further
correspondence and consequent delay. Under
these circumstances I desire to express my
willingoess to bold the information already
reczived in refentis, to wait the convenience
uf those who have not yet corresponded with
me, and when full returns shall have come to
hand, to do the best I can to arrenge them
for publication. If the expense of printing
them separately shall be found too great,
they might be published in the Presbyteqan,
or in your own Recerd, in such a way that
the portion of the magazine thus occupied
could be detachedand appended tothe Genersl
Report which would then be rendered more
compiete,

.
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Ot all the Colonial Churches I know o
none whose history is likely to prove more
interesting than that of your Synods, and,
while there are parties still living from
whom authentic information may be received,
it seems to be most desirable now to collate
all the facts that may come to our knowledge.
In this way, though what we may attempt
be but an outline or brief synopsis it wili be
valuable to the future historian. Without
reference to the late Mr. McGillivray of Mo
Lennan’s Mountain, the story of the Kirk in
Nova Scotia connot be told : the absenca of
data from Cape Breton Island were an un.
pardonable omission : and, were nothing aaid
about the Rev. Donald McDonald, the min-
tster, and his 5060 followers, our statement
would be shorn of its most interesting fea.
tures. I feel sure that there is enough in
the life’s history of this one map, to furnish
‘materig] for a biography that would far ex.
ceed in interest that of his namesake; * The
Apostle of the North,”

Hoping that this explanation and thess
suggestions may meet with yocur approyal,
and with the assurance that I wisa .to be
guided by your opinions in the matter refer-
red to, I remain respectfully yours, . . .

- JaMES CROIL.

S, S

To the Editor of the Record.
Dear SiB :~It might prove interesting to
the readers of the Record if »ome of the min-
isters of our Church would answer in it the
following question, and give their views on
the subject. .
QuEs.~—* Are the children of believing
parents to be considered as members of the
visihle Chbureb before their Baptism P Or,
do they become members of the visible
Church only after Baptism; in other words,
in the case of the children of velieving pa-
rents. is Baptism or is it not the rite of ini-

tiation iato the Church?
Yours, &e,
INQUIRER.

RS, Y

SCHEMES OF THE CHURBCH.

1867. YOUNG MEN'S SCHEME.
Oct 3—S8a"tsprings Congregation. £1143
+ —Albjon Mines Congregation, 2 93

¢ 26--James Anderson, Ksq., Treas.,
Charlottetown, P. E. Island 1
1867 §YNOD FUND.
Qct 26—James Anderson, Esq., Treas.,
Charlottetown, P. E.Island, £6 150
RODERICK McKENZIE,
Pictou, Oct. 28th, 1767. L'reasurer.
YOUNG MEN'S SCHEME,
MecLellan's Mountain, Congregation, £2 16 3
W.STEWART.
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Presbytery Cierk?’s Fee.

 New Glosgew Kirk Session, $4.00



