
HISTORY 0Fr A TITLE.

longeid te Mr. William Ingalls was passing
froîn one porson to another in the bewil-
dering manner we have endeavotired to
describe, Mr. Lngalls had himeif, for a
timo, looked on in amazement. Lt finally
occurred to bim, however, that he woul<l
go te the reot of this matter of the titie.
He employed a skilful conveyancer to
trace that titie back, if possible, to the
Book of Possessions. The resuit of this
investigation was that it appeared that
the parcel which lie had himself owned,
together with the additional parcel. bought
and added to, it by Smith, bad, in 1643
or 1644, when the Book of Possessions wus
compiled, constituted ene parcel, which.
was then the "lpossession " of one "l Madid
Engles," who subsequently, in 1660, un-
der the name of IlMàuditt Engles," con-
veyed it to John Vergoose, on the express
condition that no building sbould ever be
erected on a certain portion of the rear of
the premises convoyod. Now it had so hap-
pened that this portion of these promises
had nover been built upon before the groat
fire, but Mr. Smith's new buildings had
covered the wbolo of tbe ferbidden ground.
Lt was evident, thon, that the condition
had beon brokon ; that the breach lad.
occurred so recently that the riglit to en-
force a forfeituro was not barred by the
statuto, and could not bo deomed to bave
beon waived by any neglect or delay ; and
that consequently, under the decision in
Gray v. Blanchard, 8 Pick. 284, a for-
feiture of tbe estate for breach of this
condition could now be enforced if the
true parties entitled by dissent and by re-
siduary devises under the original "'Engle"
or "lEngles " could only be found. L t
occurrod to Mr. Ingalls, however, that this
namo "lEngles " bore a certain similarity
i sound te hie own ; and as lie bad heard

that during the oarly years after the sot-
tlement of this country, groat changes in
the spelling of names had been brought
about, lie institutod an inquiry into bis
own genealogy, the resuit of which was,
in brief, that ho found lie could prove
himself to be the identical person entitled,
as heir of Madrid Engle, to enforce, for
breach of the condition in the old deed of
1660, the forfeiture of the estate now ini
the possession of Johui Smiithi.

When Mr. Smith beard of these facts,
he feît that a retributive Nomesis ivas
pursuing, him. Ho lost the usuial pluck
and bull-dog determinatioA witb which ho

had boon accustomed to fight at the law
ail dlaims againet him, wbether just or
unjust. Ho consulted the spirite ; and
they rapped np the answer that lie must
make the beet settiement lie could with
Mr. Ingalls, or lie would infallibly lose
ail his fine estate,-not only that part
whicb Mr. Ingalis liad originally lield,
and whici lie had obtained for almoet
notbing from the boire of Benjamin Par-
sons, but also the adjoining parcel for
whicb ho bad paid its full value, together
with the elegant building which lie liad
orected at a cost exceeding the wbole value
of tlie land. Mr. Smith believed in the
spirits ; tbey liad made a Iucky guose once
in answering au inquiry from, him; ho was
getting old ; ho had worked like a steam-
engino during a long, and buey life, but
now * bis liealtb and bis digestion were giv-
ing out; and when the news of Mr. Ing-
ails' dlaim reached hie ears, lie hecaoeo, in
a word, demoralised. 11e instructed his,
Iawyer te make the best settloment of the
matter that lie could, and a settlement was
soon effected by wbich the wbole of Mr.
Smitli's parcel of land in the burnt district
was conveyed to Mr. Ingails, who gave
back te Mr. Smnithi a mnortgage for the
whole amount whicb. the latter had ex-
pended in theonerction of bis building, te-
gethor witli wbat lie had paid for the par-
col added by hutu to the original lot. Mr.
Smith, not liking to bave anything to re-
mind him, of his one unfortunate spocula-
tion, soon eold and assigned this mortgage
te the Massachuisette Hospital Life Ln-
aurance Company; and as the well-knowu,
counsel of that institution lias now exam.-
inod and passed tlie title, we may presume
that there are in it no more flaws romain-
ing to be diýcovered.

In conclusion, we rnay say that Mr.
William Ingalls, after liaving beei for
seme ton years a remiler of tho law,
especially of that portion of it wbich re-
lates to the title te real estate, is now in-
clined te look more complacently up3n it,
boing again in undisturbed and undisput-
ed possession etf bis old ostato, now worth
mucli more than before, and in the receipt
tberefrom of an ample income whicb will
enable him to pass the remainder of his
days in comfort, if. notin luxury. But,
thougli Mr. Ingalis is content witli the
final resit of the history of bis titie, those
lawyers who are known as "lconveyancers "
are by no means happy when tbey contem-
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