
LAW OP DIVORCE IN CANADA.

A great disadvantage of parliamentary divorce is the length of
time it tak-es, due to the infrcqueney of the sittirigs and the neces-
sity of advertising for 14 weeks. Some try to argue that this will
prevent rash action; that it %vî11 provide time to repent and te
reconsider. To this, the ausver is that the possibility of recon-
eiliation in divorce cases mnust from their very nature and from
the publicity afforded to them 1w the necessary advertising bet
almost negligible. There is also the further and even more prac-
tical answer that in miany cases th ýi delay is an absolute hardship,
-the temperamental hardship of being tied to an undnsirable
union, and in the case of the poor of being unable te inarry a
desirable helpmate as soon as rnighit otherwise bc possibir

Probably the grentest disadvantage of the parliaincntary
systcm is the absolute disadvantage, amounting in many cases to
prohibition, at whieh the poor are placcd. It nieans the taking
of c.ounsel and Nwitnesses long distanes, their maintenance while
attending in Ottawa. andi the expenditure of $210 alonc on par-
ianientary, and practieally uicesLs, printing. As stated by the
British Comniiss-ioi in another connect ion, it is obviously un-
satisfactory that, while Couts have been established in whieh
the poor can sue and be stied in respect of srnall debta and torts
and compenmation for injuries, they should have no mieans of'
redress in these graver matters. The miatters which. are ;!Peog-
niscd as groundis for divorce are rccogniised as intoierable, and
yet the reniedy is placeed beyondi the reaeh of those who need to,
uee it. The latter if tee poor te invoke the assistance of Parlia.
ment mnust either take the law into their own hands and live
immorallives, or submit te hardships whieh the same Parlianient
has itself recognised as intolerable. It is argued that the poor
ean neyer be placed before the law in the same position as the
rieh! true poor people have te ho content wîth less expensive
litigation, generally in the Nvay of counsel; but none the lem the
State should provide tribunals suitable to their means. This is.
donc ln respept of ail litigation except divorce.. AiW the need
of the poor for divorce is greater even than the rich. The lat.-
ter have far more power than the former of mitigating the hard-
ships andi miseries consequent on the destruction of the home.
The liegistrar of the Suprenie Court etý Victoria gives as hm
estimate of the total costs in an undefended action before that
Court $240; £or Nova Seotia a similar estimate is made at $1 50;
for New Brunswick, the estimate covers only Court costs, and
18 $30.


