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bell, that the latter was bitterly assailed or aceonnt of

it. Apropos of the view we are now maintaining, we
rSuote what the ELvnomisi had to say of Mr. Blackburn, 11
appointment in 18"9: It is true that if voit can finri
a mian who, to profouind legal knowledge and that sort of
capaci'.y which can take a. clear view of intricate legal qties.
tions, adds the sort of experience which can orily be ob)tained
by the habit of leading at the Bar, he wvill nalke a better Judge
than one who has always practisecl iii a stuif gown-at mny
rate a better nisi prius Judge. Buit the conmbinzition is most
rare, and if we must choose between the two, we should ail
of us like to have our causes decided bv a lawver rather than
-in advocate, however eloquent." In conclusion. we desire to
say that the "lvi giniti annorumn lucubrationes," xvhich old Sir
John Fortescue prescribed in the fifteenth century as the best
means for acquiring the judicial quality, are as nccessary
to-day as then ; and that scholarship, scientifie knowledge,
Ilbook-larniîn ," or whatever the professional Philistines may
pIease to terni it, is flot now and never ;vill be a disqualifi-
cation for the Bench.
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PRoBATz-DtLAY iN i'ROVZNG W'tLL-\'ILFUL I)EFAULT-AcctlTANC.E 0OFFC-
EXECUTOR ACTING, AND AFTBIRWAItOS RENOUNCING PROSATE, LZAIITfY OF-

Loss OF INTEREST.

In re Sieveits, Cooke v. Stevcns, (1897) 1 Ch. 422, wa,3 an
administration action; the defendants Stevens and Emmerson
were both named as executors, but qtevens alone had obtained
probate, and Emnersôn had after the commencement of the
action renounced probate and disclaimed the trusts of the will.
Probate was flot obtained by Stevens for seven years after the
death of the testator. There was due to the estate £676 on
a policy of life insurance, whi .,h the insurers refused to pay
until probate was obtained, when they paid the amoulit with
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